Letter  from 
the  Editor 

One  of  my  favorite  things  to  do  is  to 
help  create  each  issue  of  The  Coin  Qyllec- 
tor.  Quite  a  few  different  things  are 
involved — the  writing  and  editing  of  ar¬ 
ticles  and  fillers,  the  adding  of  new  pur¬ 
chases  to  our  inventory,  and  more.  Often 
the  last  thing  written  is  this  "From  Dave's 
Desk"  column.  The  present  column  is  an 
exception.  As  these  words  are  being 
written  I  am  in  Los  Angeles  with  our 
auction  staff  conducting  our  sale  of  the 
Rossi  and  Wilson  Collections. 

As  I  look  out  of  the  window  of  room 
1010  at  the  Renaissance  Hotel  at  the  Los 
Angeles  Airport  I  have  many  nice  memo¬ 
ries  of  years  ago  when  our  main  offices 
were  in  Southern  California.  Reading  this 
morning's  edition  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  I  am  reminded  what  an  interesting 
newspaper  this  is-one  of  the  best  in  the 
country.  A  column  by  Steve  Harvey  in 
toda/s  issue  tells  about  a  restaurant  in  LA 
suburb  Downey  that  posts  cute  messages 
on  its  front  sign,  including 
"Thank  You,  Gourmet  Maga¬ 
zine"  (never  mind  that  edi¬ 
tors  of  that  magazine  may 
have  never  visited  the  place). 

Another  snippet  advises  that 
"Ganges-less"  (as  in  "with¬ 
out  the  Ganges  River") 
rhymes  with  "Los  Angeles," 
as  indeed  it  does,  sort  of. 

The  third  session  of  our 
sale  is  going  to  start  soon, 
and  I'll  leave  my  Micron- 
brand  notebook  computer 
in  my  briefcase  and  do  some 
auctioneering.  Whenever  we 
have  a  sale  I  cannot  help  but  think  how 
cosmopolitan  the  hobby  of  numismatics 
is.  Yesterday  I  talked  with  bidders  from 
such  diverse  places  as  Fort  Lauderdale, 
Coolin  (ID),  Minneapolis,  Phoenix,  New 
York  City,  Memphis,  and  a  dozen  other 
far-flung  places  plus,  of  course,  all  around 
the  Los  Angeles  area.  I'll  have  to  finish  the 
rest  of  these  remarks  when  I  return  home. 

Back  home  in  New  Hampshire.  It's 
now  Monday,  and  I  am  back  in  my  office. 
Awaiting  me  are  last  week's  magazines, 
letters,  and  other  interesting  stuff,  which 
I've  looked  through  quickly  and  will  tend 
to  in  detail  once  I  finish  writing  these 
words. 

Gail  Watson  has  several  boxes  filled 
with  new  purchases,  all  arranged  in  order 
and  with  tentative  descriptions.  There  are 
many  exciting  items,  and  I  eagerly  await 
examining  each  piece. 

I  hope  you  will  find  many  items  of 
interest  in  the  pages  that  follow.  Ordering 
is  as  easy  as  A-B-C  just  call  Gail  Watson 
on  our  toll-free  line  and  order  the  pieces 
you  can  use.  It  always  helps  to  have  some 
second  choices  in  mind.  Although  each 
and  every  coin  is  actually  on  hand  as  this 
issue  goes  to  press,  the  market  is  very 
active,  and  many  items  sell  quickly. 

It's  a  great  season  to  buy  coins,  and 
with  the  present  listing  you  get  first  pick 
of  some  of  the  finest  pieces  available 
anywhere.  Enjoy! 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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WHERE  TO  FROM  HERE? 

What  shall  1  buy?  What 
shall  1  collect?  How  do  1  go 
about  doing  it? 

These  are  questions  that 
everyone  asks.  And,  they 
can  be  answered  in  different  ways.  In  this 
article  I  give  some  ideas  and  opinions  for 
you  to  consider,  some  observations  of 
plans  that  have  been  successful  in  the  past. 

ENJOY  YOURSELF 

At  the  outset  it  might  seem  a  bit  silly 
for  me  to  suggest  that  you  enjoy  yourself 
while  collecting  coins.  After  all,  this  “E- 
word”  does  not  sound  particularly  seri¬ 
ous.  However,  it  is  my  opinion  that  if  you 
can’t  have  a  good  time  while  collecting 
coins,  you  should  do  something  else.  1 
have  enjoyed  being  a  rare  coin  dealer  for 
all  of  my  life — since  1  was  a  teenager.  1  en¬ 
joy  immensely  what  I  do.  However,  if  1  did 
not  enjoy  coins  and  “coin  people,”  I 
would  do  something  else  that  I  did  enjoy. 
You  only  go  through  life  once. 

Coin  collecting  is  not  a  necessity.  It  is 
an  optional  activity.  Thus,  why  not  pick 
an  activity  that  adds  a  rich  dimension  of 
pleasure  to  what  you  do? 

Fortunately,  there  is  a  lot  to  like  about 
numismatics.  There  are  thousands  of 
coins  from  which  to  choose.  There  are 
many  fine  dealers  and  collectors  with 
whom  you  can  build  friendships.  And, 
each  coin  has  its  own  story  to  tell,  some¬ 
times  incredibly  fascinating. 

Here  are  some  of  my  ideas  for  you  to 
consider: 

THE  DISCOVERY  PERIOD 

Once  your  collecting  gets  well  under¬ 


way,  it  is  a  good  idea  to  have  a  plan,  a 
road  map.  While  there  are  many  unex¬ 
pected  twists,  turns,  interesting  side 
trips,  and  more,  and  plans  can  and  should 
change,  it  is  still  worthwhile  to  have  some 
idea  of  what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it.  A 
more  formal  plan  can  come  later. 

Probably  a  good  start¬ 
ing  point  is  to  look  over 
some  dealer  adver¬ 
tisements  and  see 
what  catches  your 
eye,  while,  your 
other  eye  is  looking 
up  those  coins 
in  the  Guide 
Book  or  some 
other  refer¬ 
ence  to  see 
how  many 
were  minted, 
what  they  are 
worth,  etc. 

Buy  a  few 
coins  at  the 
outset,  prefer¬ 
ably  ones  that 
you  find  inter¬ 
esting  and,  at 
the  same 
time,  are  not 
particularly 
expensive. 

While  1  re¬ 
alize  that  you 
might  be  able 

to  write  a  check  for  a  $5,000  coin  as  your 
first  purchase,  if  a  few  weeks  from  now 
your  interests  change,  it  would  have 
been  better  to  have  purchased  a  $10 
coin  or  $100  coin  at  the  beginning.  In¬ 


deed,  interests  do  change,  and  as  you 
discover  numismatics — especially  if  you 
do  a  lot  of  reading — your  purchase  incli¬ 
nations  may  change  rapidly.  You  will  ab¬ 
sorb  many  thoughts  and  ideas,  and, 
gradually,  a  plan  will  take  form. 

During  the  discovery 
period  it  is  perfectly  rea¬ 
sonable  to  check  here  and 
there,  to  buy  this 
and  that,  and  to  do 
some  investigation, 
which  brings  me  up 
to  this: 

GAIN  KNOWLEDGE 

The  best  way  to 
learn  about  coins  is 
to  read  about  them. 
Fortunately,  there 
are  more  worth¬ 
while  books  in  print 
today,  1997,  than 
ever  before  in  nu¬ 
mismatic  history. 
Building  a  modest  li¬ 
brary  should  be  one 
of  your  first  goals.  If 
you  are  not  sure  you 
want  to  buy  a  book, 
borrow  one  from  a 
collector  friend. 
When  1  was  just 
beginning  to  col¬ 
lect  in  1952  and 
1953, 1  bought  every 
book  on  United 
States  coins  I  could  find. 
Some  proved  to  be  useful,  others  pithy 
and  worthless.  However,  all  were  part  of 
(continued  on  'paije  9) 
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EYE  ON 
THE 

MARKET 

I 

What’s  New 

by  A.  H.  Rafique 


Headline  and  all,  this  is  our  way  of  telling  you  that  our  occasional  and  some¬ 
what  elusive  and  mysterious  contributor,  A.H.  Rafique,  will  be  writing  an  “Eye  on 
the  Market”  column  beginning  an  issue  or  two  from  now. 

We  expect  a  few  other  new  features,  too. 

Keep  your  eye  on  “Eye  on  the  Market.” 


HALF  CENTS 


1804  Breen-6,  Cohen-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20 

(PCGS) . . . 225 

1804  B-6.  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  F-12.  Late  die  state  with 
multiple  and  quite  dramatic  “cud”  breaks  around 

much  of  the  reverse  rim . 175 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 750 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-40.  Glossy  brown.  415 
1804  B-8,  C-9.  Crosslet  4.  With  stems.  F-15.  Late  die 

state . 95 

1804  B-9.  C-10.  Crosslet  4.  With  stems.  EF45. .  325 
1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4.  No  Stems.  MS-63  BN 
(PCGS).  Rich,  lustrous  brown  surfaces. ...  1.650 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4.  No  Stems.  EF-45 .  295 

1804  B-12,  C-1 1.  Rarity-3+.  Plain  4,  With  Stems.  VF- 

20.  Some  reverse  scratches . 175 

1808/7  B-2,  C-2.  F-15  BN  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example 
of  this  overdate,  a  variety  which  is  fairly  sccU'ce 
in  all  grades  and  virtually  unheard  of  at  very  high 

levels . 650 

1809/6  (9  over  inverted  9).  B-5,  C-5.  EF-45 .  275 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  Date.  AU-55  (NGC).  Some 
traces  of  lustre  on  the  reverse . 419 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  EF-45 . 210 

1810  B-1.  C-1.  EF-45  BN  (NGQ.  Glossy  brown.  Avery 
nice  example  of  this  somewhat  scarce  date.550 

1810  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30.  Perfect  obverse  die . 325 

1826  B-l ,  C-1 .  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Intermingled  golden 

brown  and  steel  gray  iridescence . 269 

1826  B-l.  C-1.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 245 

1826  B-l,  C-1.  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 235 

1826  B-l,  C-L  VF-35 . 129 

1826  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-35 .  235 

1828  B-3.  C-2.  12-star  errpr  die.  VG-8 . 39 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . .- . 195 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 325 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 109 

1835-  B-2,  C-2.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 145 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-50 . 135 

1849  BA.  C-l.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  .,  395 

Superb  Proof-65  1850  l/2t 


1850  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A 
handsome  example  having  sharp  frosty  devices 
and  blazing  mirror  fields.  The  obverse  is  mostly 
brilliant  with  blushes  of  blue  and  violet.  The  re¬ 
verse  has  intermingled  blue  and  violet  at  the 
center  with  wisps  of  fiery  mint  red  at  the  border. 
Approximately  12  examples  eve  known.  1 1 ,500 

1851  B-l,  C-l,  AU-55 . 159 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 345 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 345 

1854  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 

lustrous  light  tan  surfaces . 875 

1854  B-l,  C-l,  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  In  this  grade  the 
1854  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  this  de¬ 


cade . 495 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 179 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 149 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 159 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN . 375 


LARGE  CENTS 


1803  Sheldon-258.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Large  fraction, 
short  fraction  bar.  Superb  dark  brown  surfaces 
with  the  devices  framed  by  lighter  tan . 995 

1803  S-258.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  brown  surfaces. 

Very  attractive  in  every  respect.  You’ll  like  this 
one! . 895 

1804  Breen-1761.  MS-63  BN.  Restrike.  One  of  the 

nicest  we've  seen  in  a  long  time . 975 

Notable  (and  Elusive)  1806  Cent 

1806  S270.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Glossy,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  A  very  notable  specimen  of  what  is  of¬ 
ten  considered  to  be  one  of  the  key  issues  of  this 
era,  second  only  to  the  1804  in  terms  of  19th- 
century  cents  with  the  Draped  Bust  obverse.  A 
splendid  specimen  that  we  fell  in  love  with  when 
we  first  saw  it.  You  will  feel  likewise  when  you 
add  it  to  your  cabinet . 4,450 


Lustrous  AU  1809  Cent 
1809  S-280.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous,  glossy 
brown  surfaces.  Far  above  average  strike.  A  truly 
outstanding  specimen  of  what  is  considered  to 
be  the  key  date  in  the  1808-1814  Classic  Head 

series . 4,995 

Delightful  1811  Cent 

1811 S-287.  Normal  Date.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Glossy 
medium  brown  surfaces  with  incredible,  prob¬ 
lem-free  surfaces.  Just  shy  of  the  Condition 
Census  for  this  variety,  although  almost  certainly 

among  the  top  20  known  examples . 5,650 

1814  S-294.  Crosslet  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  nice  pos¬ 
sibility  for  a  type  set . 1,250 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Especially 

bold  strike.  Just  purchased! . 2,250 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Medium  brown 
surfaces.  One  of  the  hundreds  of  new  purchases 

just  added  to  our  inventory . 2,095 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  VF-30 .  565 

1817  Newcomb-11.  MS63  BN  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Probably  from  the  Randall  Hoard,  but,  as 
a  date,  scarcer  than  the  usually  seen  pieces 

dated  1818  and  1820, . .  1,295 

1817  N-16, 15  Stars.  EF40  (PCGS).  Attractive  in  all 
respects.  This  is  the  most  curious  variety  of  its 
era,  and  every  collection  should  have  one.  575 

1820  N-13.  MS-64  BN . 550 

1820  N-13.  MS-63  RB.  A  very  pretty  coin  that  prob¬ 
ably  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  Randall  Hoard, 
Another  of  the  hundreds  of  new  purchases  listed 
here  in  Coin  Collector  No.  56;  we  mention  only  a 
few,  so  as  not  to  use  up  space  unnecessarily435 


1820  N-13.  MS-60 . . .  395 

1821  N-1.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp,  very  attractive 

specimen  of  this  important  date. . . 1,495 


Splendid  1823/2  Cent 

1823/2  EF40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  “find”  for  the  collector  of  “middle- 
date”  cents  of  this  era . 2,695 

1823  Restrike  cent,  copper,  very  early  striking 

without  obverse  die  break.  MS-63.  Light  brown 
surfaces  with  tinges  of  electric  blue  and  mint  red. 
This  is  the  famous  1823  restrike,  but  in  a  very 
rare  form,  early,  probably  dating  from  circa  1862, 
from  rusted  dies,  as  always,  but  lacking  the 
prominent  obverse  die  breeiks  seen  on  over  90% 
of  those  surviving.  A  find  for  the  large  cent  spe¬ 
cialist.  This  is  from  our  sale  of  an  old 
Pennsylvania  estate,  was  purcheised  by  a  New 
York  numismatist  at  the  auction,  and  was  re¬ 
cently  purchased  by  us  from  him.  Nice  coins 
sometimes  come  back  again . 1,985 

1824  N-2.  VF-30.  A  fairly  scarce  date,  certainly  one 
of  the  more  elusive  of  the  1816-1857  series.  295 

1826  N4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces,  Cents  of  1826  are  nearly  always  seen  in 
lower  grades.  Probably  not  one  in  200  specimens 
touches-the  AU  level . 895 

1826  N-6.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lustrous  brown 

suffaces.  Nicer  than  some  offered  at  the  Mint 
State  level.  Dave  Bowers  saw  this  cent  and 
bought  it  immediately! . 1,295 

Lustrous  Gem  1827  N-3 

1827  N-3.  Rarity-2.  MS64  BN  (PCGS).  A  glossy,  lus¬ 

trous  gem  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  fairly  elusive 
in  higher  grades.  Die  break  among  left-side  stars; 
die  breaks  on  neck . 2,970 

1827  N4.  Rarity-2+,  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Cents  of  this  date  are  very  hard  to  find  at  the 
AU  level.  This  piece  is  very  bluntly  struck. 795 

1827  N-11.  MS-63  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  medium 

brown  features.  Lots  of  gloss.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  from  our  recent  bujing  trip . 2,100 

Glossy  Gem  1828  N-6 

1828  N-6.  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  glossy 

and  beautiful.  A  gorgeous  specimen  in  every 
regard . 2,850 

Gem  1829  N-2  Cent 

1829  N-2.  Rarity-2.  MS64  BN  (PCGS).  A  very  attrac¬ 

tive  example  of  a  variety  and  year  not  often  seen 
at  the  gem  Mint  State  level . 2,795 

1830  N-6.  Medium  Letters.  VF-35.  A  splendid  speci¬ 

men  at  this  grade  level  of  a  classic  key  issue 
among  cents  of  this  era.  Just  purchased  by  Mark 
Borckardt  on  his  buying  trip . 1,195 

1832  N-1.  Medium  Letters.  AU-55 . 450 

1832  N-1.  Medium  Letters.  AU-50 . 385 

1833  N-6.  Double  Profile.  AU-50.  The  entire  profile, 

including  the  edge  of  the  coronet  and  the  neck, 
is  sharply  doubled.  Glossy  olive  and  dark  brown 
surfaces . 425 

1835  N-1.  Urge  8.  Head  of  1835.  VF-35 . 195 

1835  N-3.  MS-60.  Early  die  state . 375 


1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58.  We  recently  bought 
a  group  of  these  and  now  we  offer  them  individu¬ 
ally  in  several  grades.  Feuchtwanger  cents  have 
been  widely  chronicled  and  are,  in  fact,  listed  in 
the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  Adding  a 
piece  to  your  collection  will  make  a  nice  comple¬ 
ment  to  a  federal  cent  coinage  collection.  Buy  a 


lovely  AU-58  specimen  for  only . 249 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50 .  220 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent,  AU-50  (PCI) . 220 

1838  N-1.  AU-50 . 175 

1839  N-3.  Head  of  1838.  MS^O . 625 


1839  N4.  Silly  Head.  MS-60  BN  (NGC).  One  could 
make  an  interesting  specialty  of  collecting  vari¬ 
eties  from  the  1839  year  alone.  Just  why  there  are 
so  many  variations  is  not  known;  perhaps  Chris¬ 
tian  Gobrecht  was  experimenting . 925 

1839  N-7.  MS-63.  Booby  Head.  Lustrous  golden  brown 

surfaces.  Scarce  and  desirable  so  fine .  1,725 

1839  N-13,  Booby  head,  VF-35 . 185 

1839  N-14.  Rarity-3.  Booby  Head.  EF45.  Dark  brown 
with  iridescent  blue  and  lilac.  A  very  attractive 
example  of  this  scarce  variety,  a  coin  that  will  be 
a  pleasure  to  own  and  contemplate . 695 


Gem  1840  Large  Date  Cent 
1840  N-8.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB.  Much  fiery  mint 
red  is  seen  blending  to  a  light  brown.  A  show- 


stopper,  a  dazzling  gem . 2,350 

1841  N-6.  EF45 . 195 

1842  Urge  Date.  N-6.  AU-55 . 295 

1846  Small  Date.  N-2.  MS-60.  This  issue  of  The  Coin 

Collector  has  an  especially  nice  selection  of  large 
cents,  and  we  hope  you’ll  check  our  listings  care¬ 
fully . 325 

1847  N-11.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS.  Sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces.  Outstanding  quality.  595 

1847  N-24.  MS-63  BN  (NGQ . 350 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  VF-35 . 10^ 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 . 148 

1848  N-27.  EF45 . 143 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 69 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 58 

1848  N-31.  EF40 . 130 

1848  N-35.  EF40 . 95 

1848  N-OT.  Rarity-5.  VF-35 . 235 

1848  N41.  AU-50 . 235 

1848  N41.  VF-30 . 58 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425 

1849  N-20.  MS43  BN . 625 

Ex  R.E.  (“Ted”)  Naftzger,  Jr.  Collection. 

1849  N-20,  MS-60 . 245 

1850  N-11.  EF40 . 135 

1850  N-13.  AU-58 . 145 

1851  N-9.  AU-55 . 135 

1851  N-12.  AU-55 . 135 

1852  N-1.  MS-60.  A  very  nice  example  of  the  date 

and  variety . 195 

From  the  Herman  Halpem  Collection. 

1852  N-1.  AU-50 . 119 


1852  N4.  MS-60 . 175 

1853  N-12.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-15.  AU-55 . 159 

1853  N-15.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-33.  EF45 . 75 

1855  N-3.  Upright  5’s.  MS-64  RB.  Predominately  light 

brown  with  just  a  touch  of  red . 495 

1855  N-6.  Upright  5’s.  EF40 . 95 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  AU-50. 260 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  EF45 . 150 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear,  EF40 . 140 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  VF-30 . 85 

1857  N-1.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN . 495 


1857  N-2.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB.  A  warm  and  even 


blend  of  red  and  light  brown,  the  color  of  softly 
glowing  embers.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever 
seen  at  this  grade  level . 750 


SMALL  CENTS 


Flying  Eagle  Cents 

Classic  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

1856  Proof-30  (PCGS),  An  inexpensive  (in  proper 

context)  specimen  of  this,  one  of  the  most  famous 
of  all  American  coin  rarities,  a  great  classic.  Quite 
attractive.  A  nice  way  to  start  this  listing  in  this 
issue  of  The  Coin  Collector,  the  first  of  many  new 
purchases  you  will  find  offered . 5,295 

1857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid,  brilliant,  and  lus¬ 

trous  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  regular  issue 
coinage.  Far  above  average  strike . 2,150 

1857  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  spectacular,  sharply  struck 
gem  example.  Delicately  toned  in  varied  poly¬ 
chrome  hues,  with  green  and  orange 

predominating . 2,150 

1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  surfaces. 
What  a  beauty  it  is!  One  of  hundreds  of  coins 

from  our  latest  buying  trip . 895 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brown  toned  surfaces . 475 

1857  Snow-9.  FS-003.  VG-8.  Bearing  on  the  obverse 
clash  marks  from  a  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  die. 
Fascinating! . 125 

Indian  Head  Cents 

Remarkable  Gem  1859  Cent 
1859  Proof-64.  A  splendid  gem  of  remarkable  qual¬ 
ity,  fully  equal  to  a  couple  we  have  seen  classified 
as  Proof-65  (and  worth  several  thousand  dollars 
more  than  the  price  we  cisk  lor  this  one).  We  pass 
our  good  fortune  along  to  you  for  only ....  2,950 
1859  MS64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Becoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  find  in  choice  condition.  First  year  of 


Own  a  part  of  the 


FABULOUS 


Eliasberg  Collection! 


More  Eliasberg  Pieces 
Available  for  Purchase 
Just  $19^5! 


The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  Sr.,  Collection  has  now  been  dispersed  into 
the  collecting  community  to  be  appreciated  by  many  new  generations  of 
collectors.  We  are  very  lucky  to  have  a  small  part  of  that  collection  avail¬ 
able  for  your  purchase  consideration.  Mr.  Eliasberg  was  a  diligent  collec¬ 
tor  who  continued  to  purchase  modern  issues,  Mint  sets,  Proof  sets,  etc., 
until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1976.  In  that  light,  we  have  this  special  offer 
just  for  you. 

The  following  Uncirculated  Mint  Sets  and  Proof  Sets  were  sold  as  part 
of  Lot  3008  in  the  April  1997  sale.  Each  set  comes  in  its  original  holder 
as  issued  to  Mr.  Eliasberg  from  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  and  with  a  Cer¬ 
tificate  of  Authenticity  attesting  to  it  pedigree.  This  is  the  perfect  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  you  to  purchase  your  own  small  memento  of  The  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection. 

Uncirculated  Mint  Sets  in  Envelopes  as  issued. 

1963  (2)  •1964  (4)  •  1964-D  (2)  •  1968  (15)  •  1968-D  (16)  •  1969  (9)  • 
1969-D  (9)  •  1970  •  1970-D  •  1971  •  1971-D  •  1972  •  1972-D  •  1973  • 
1974-D  •  1973  •  1973-D  •  1974  •  1975  •  1975-D  •  1976  •  1976-D 

Proof  Sets  in  Envelopes  as  issued. 

1960  (16)  •  1963  (3)  •  1964  (2) 

Proof  Sets  in  Plastic  Holders  as  issued. 

1973  (2)  •  1974  (2)  •  1975 

Grades  as  received  from  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint, 
with  some  pieces  having  acquired  light  toning  in  the  meantime. 
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the  Indian  obverse,  only  year  with  the  laurel 
wreath  reverse.  Not  a  rarity,  but  ever  popular 

due  to  its  unique  design . 995 

1859  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  iustre.995 

1859  Doubled  date.  MS-62,  Spectacular  die-punch¬ 

ing  error  with  the  first  date  logotype  placed  too 
low  and  then  corrected,  but  leaving  ample  traces 
of  the  undertype.  Another  of  our  many  interest¬ 
ing  new  purchases  in  this  issue . 495 

1860  MS-64  (NGC) . 275 

1860  MS-64  (PCGS) . 275 

1861  MS-64 .  325 

1861  MS^  (NGC) . 325 

1862  MS-60.  Split  on  edge,  not  visible  from  obverse 

or  reverse.  Mint  error . 110 

1863  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold  surfaces.  259 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 259 

1863  MS-63  (PCGS) . 155 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN . 495 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-50 . 225 

1864  L  on  Ribbon,  EF-45 . 199 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  EF-40.  Doubled  18 . 195 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  VF-35 . 190 

1866  MS65  RD.  Under  magnification  it  seems  quite 

evident  that  the  dies  clashed,  alter  which  the 
reverse  die  was  relapped;  nice  “extra”  to  go 

along  with  this  attractive  specimen . 1,595 

1866  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 575 

1866  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 539 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  top-quality  specimen  of 

this  somewhat  elusive  date . 795 

1867  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  mixture  of  red  and 

brown  toning . 450 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  coin. ..  750 
1868  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen.  Not 

many  of  this  quality  have  come  on  the  metflcet  in 
recent  times . 1,395 

1868  MS-60 . 249 

1869  MS65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful  specimen 

of  this  scarce  date.  A  nice  mixture  of  brown  ton¬ 
ing  with  fiery  original  mint  red.  Another  Indian 
cent  for  the  discriminating  buyer . 1,195 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Quite  elusive  with  this 

combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and  qual¬ 
ity . 895 

1870  MS64  BN.  (PCGS).  Golden  brown  with  navy  high¬ 
lights.  Hints  of  faded  mint  red  can  be  seen....  575 

1870  MS60 . 475 

1871  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  splendid  combination  of 
rich  red  and  brown  surfaces.  This  coin  is  one  of 


the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  at  this  grade  level. 
If  this  key  date  is  on  your  want  list,  consider  or¬ 


dering  this  specimen . 950 

1871  MS-63  RB . 615 

1871  MS-61  BN.  Rare . 525 

1871  VF-30  (ANACS) . 279 


1872  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 
with  tinges  of  red,  and  with  the  attractive  “wood 
grain”  toning  effect  sometimes  seen  on  pristine 
(uncleaned)  examples  of  this  date.  A  key  date  in 


remarkably  fine  condition . 925 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGQ . 475 

1874  MS-63  BN . 225 

1874  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 195 

1874  AU-55  (ANACS) . 130 

1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 650 

1877  F-15 . 865 

1877  G-4  (PCGS) . 495 

1879  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 195 

1880  Proof-65  RB . 350 

1880  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1880  MS-64  BN . 145 

1881  Proof-65  RB . 375 

1881  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  ex¬ 
ample.  Inexpensive  for  just . 325 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGQ . 275 

1883  MS-64  BN . 245 

1884  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Very  attractive.  “Heaven” 

would  be  the  opportunity  to  purchase  100  coins 
this  nice.  However,  we  were  able  to  find  just  one. 
It  can  be  yours  for . 395 

1884  MS-65  RB . 395 

1885  Proof-63  BN . 189 

1885  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 285 

1885  MS-64  BN . 245 


1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Much  original  mint 


brilliance  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse . 895 

1886  Type  1.  MS-64  RB . 365 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 

1886  Type  11.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1887  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 595 

1888  MS-63  BN . 135 

1889  MS-64  RD . 425 

1891  Proof-64  RB . 295 

1895  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1898  AU-50  (PCI) . 20 

1899  Proof-65  BN . 250 

1899  Proof-64  RB . 250 

1903  MS-63  RB . 39 


1904  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  specimen 
of  this  low-mintage  Proof  issue,  a  coin  that  can 
hold  its  own  with  some  graded  Prool-65.  ...  395 


1907  AU-55 . 17 

1908-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  beautiful  coin . 675 

1908-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 695 

1908- S  MS-63  BN . 315 

1909- S  Indian.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 419 

1909-S  Indian.  VG-8 . 299 


Lincoln  Cents 


1909  V  D  B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 25 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A  gem 

specimen  of  this  key  issue . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  (PCI).  90%  red.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  coin . 1,275 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS64  RB . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 
and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding  combination 
of  high  numerical  grade  and  high  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal  with  low  (in  this  context)  price . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB,  with  nearly  full  original 
mint  red.  Weak  V.D.B.  on  reverse;  discernible, 
but  not  as  sharp  as  usually  seen.  An  item  for  the 

price<onscious  buyer . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS^3  RB  (PCGS) . 895 


1909-S  V  D  B.  EF^5  BN  (NGC) . 575 

1909-S  V  D  B.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 575 

1909-S  V  D  B.  VF-35  (PCGS) . 545 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 69 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 149 

191 1-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike.  Dis¬ 
tinctly  difficult  to  locate  in  this  gem  quality!  525 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin . 390 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 390 

191 1-D  AU-55 . 65 

191 1- S  AU-55 . 79 

1912  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 475 

1912- D  MS-60 . 115 

1912- S  MS-60 . 95 

1913- D  MS-60 . 85 

1913-S  MS-64  RB . 195 

1913-S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 

1913- S  MS-60 . 115 

1914- D  MS-63  RB.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
highly  prized  rarity  in  the  Lincoln  series.  1,995 

1914-D  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 


faces . 1,850 


1914-D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  result¬ 
ing  from  an  old  cleaning.  Still  desirable  and,  of 
course,  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  “lot  of  coin 


for  the  money.” . 1,095 

1914-D  EF-45  (ANACS).  One  of  many  Lincoln  cents 
recently  added  to  our  inventory.  Not  easy  to  find 

this  nice . 495 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (PCQ . 595 

1918  MS65  RD . 115 

1919  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 70 

1919-S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 145 

1919-S  MS63  RB  (PCGS) . 79 

1921  MS-65  RD . 160 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

1921-S  MS64  RB . .“. . 245 

1921-S  MS64  RB  (NGQ . 245 

1921-S  MS63  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Outstanding  for  the  grade . 245 

1921-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 159 

1921-S  MS-60 . 89 


1922  No  D.  EF45,  strong  reverse  (PCGS).  Ever  popu¬ 
lar  variety.  The  soK;alled  “Strong  Reverse”  issue, 
as  here  offered,  is  the  one  to  get  if  you  have  a 
choice.  This  is  an  especially  nice  example.  1,950 
1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse  (PCGS).  Quite 


rare  at  this  grade  level . . 1,695 

1922  No  D.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Strong  reverse . 695 


1922-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Weak  “D.”  A  blazing,  bril- 
liemt  beauty!  Mintmark  “D”  visible,  but  somewhat 
weak.  An  early  stage  of  the  “1922  Plain”  issue,  and 

a  heck  of  a  lot  cheaper  than  that  variety! . 350 

1923  M865  RD . 165 


1923-S  MS-64  RB.  Scarce  so  fine.  One  of  the  key 


dates  of  the  decade . 595 

1923-S  MS63  BN.  Very  frosty.  Key  date . 295 

1923-S  MS-63  BN  (NGQ . 295 

1925-D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike. . 189 

1925- S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Quite  difficult  to  locate  at 

this  Mint  State  level . 1,275 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495 

1927- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  75%  or  more  red,  a 

gem! . 265 

1927-S  MS-63  BN . 109 

1928  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1929  MS-64  RD . 35 

1930  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 79 

1930  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 30 

1930  MS-64  RD . 16 

1931-S  MS-65  RD.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of  this 

popular  low-mintage  date . 245 

1931-S  EF-45 . 47 

1931-S  EF-40 . 45 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42 

1931-S  VF-20 . 39 

1936- S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 16 

1937  Proof-63  RD  (PCGS) . 60 

1937  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 15 

1937- D  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 30 

1937-S  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 30 

1938  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 259 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 119 

1939  Prool-66  RD  (NGC) . 199 

1939  Prool-66  RD  (PCGS) . 199 

1940  Prool-66  RD  (NGC) . 235 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem! . 235 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 89 

1944-D/S  Type  I.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  lustrous, 

attractive  specimen  of  this  curious  variety.  695 
1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC) . 325 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1951  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 60 

1951  Proof-64  RD . 29 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-50 . 595 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-63 . 199 


2<  PIECES 


Gem  1864  Small  Motto! 

1864  SmaU  Motto.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem, 
a  very  exciting  coin!  In  fact,  this  is  one  of  the  very 
finest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  key  is¬ 
sue,  a  classic  rarity  in  the  two<ent  series. .  3,500 

1864  Small  Motto,  AU-53  (PCGS) . 450 

1864  Small  Motto.  EF40.  Chocolate  brown . 295 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 
with  superb  lustrous  tan  surfaces . 975 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 159 

1864  Large  Motto.  Doubled  Die  obverse.  Breen- 

2377.  AU-50 . 375 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1868  MS65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  1 ,695 

1869  MS-65  RB . 495 

1870  MS-64  BN . 315 

1870  MS-63  RB.  Fairly  scarce  in  Mint  State . 265 

1871  MS-65  BN . 450 

1871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men . 395 


Have  a  Great  Time  Collecting  Coins  with... 

BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
_ GALLERIES 

“Your  friends  in  the  rare  coin  business” 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  deep  in  the  heart  of 
New  England,  we  really  enjoy  coins.  Numismatics  is  more  than 
a  business:  it  is  a  way  of  life.  Each  day  brings  with  it  some  new 
experiences  and  activities — a  fine  old  collection  of  Liberty 
Seated  silver  coins  for  which  we  wrote  a  generous  check,  and 
which  Mark  Borckardt  is  now  putting  into  individual  envelopes 
and  pricing.  A  new  client  who  called  from  Wisconsin  to  order 
his  first  coin  by  mail,  an  1898-0  Morgan  dollar  was  his  choice. 
A  gentleman  from  Illinois  who  called  Gail  Watson  to  order  a 
nice  Carson  City  gold  coin  she  had  found  for  his  want  list.  A 
large  envelope  addressed  to  Dave  Bowers  from  Frank  Campbell, 
librarian  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  New  York  City,  containing  copies  of  some- 
old  military  records  of  Augustus  B.  Sage  [about  whom  Dave  is  writing  a  book}.  A  shipment 
of  medium-scarce  dates  of  $20  gold  coins  from  a  gold  wholesaler  who  lets  us  cherrypick 
for  quality  pieces.  And  so  it  goes  with  dozens  of  letters,  telephone  calls,  fax  messages,  and 
packages  each  and  every  day. 

What  will  tomorrow  bring?  We  don't  know,  but  it  will  certainly  be  exciting. 

Our  "mission  statement"  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  to  enjoy  what  we  are 
doing  and,  at  the  same  time,  treat  our  clients— both  buying  and  selling — as  we  ourselves 
would  like  to  be  treated. 

If  you  are  a  buyer  of  coins,  our  objective  is  to  provide  you  with  the  quality  coins  you 
desire  at  prices  you  will  find  to  be  reasonable.  When  acquiring  coins  for  our  inventory, 
we  select  each  one  with  a  great  deal  of  care.  Each  coin  from  this  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector 
comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee  (7  days  for  certified  coins}.  We  guarantee 
you'll  find  every  coin  to  be  exactly  to  your  liking,  or  you  can  return  it;  no  explanation 
necessary. 

When  acquiring  coins,  we  either  buy  collections  and  individual  pieces  outright  for  our 
inventory,  or  offer  what  we  consider  to  be  a  really  fine  auction  service. 

By  treating  our  clients  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be  treated,  we  have  built  what  is 
probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  America  today.  Since  our  founding 
in  1953,  we  have  handled  a  large  share  of  the  finest  private  and  museum  collections  and 
rarities  to  come  on  the  market.  Our  catalogues  and  other  publiations  have  won  more 
Catalogue  of  the  Year  Award  and  Book  of  the  Year  Award  honors  than  have  those  of  any 
other  firm. 

Our  chairman,  Q.  David  Bowers,  has  served  as  president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  (1983-1985}  and  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  [1977-1979},  and  has 
received  numismatics'  highest  honors  including  the  Numismatic  Ambassador  Award,  the 
A.N.A.  Hall  of  Fame,  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award,  and  the  P.N.G.  Founders’  Award. 

Our  staff  numismatists  including  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Mark  Borckardt,  Gail  Watson, 
Beth  Piper,  and  others,  have  had  distinguished  careers  for  many  years. 

1  am  currently  president  of  the  P.N.G.  and  am  active  in  quite  a  few  other  areas  as  well. 

I  am  enthusiastic  about  coins,  about  our  fine  organization,  and  above  having  you  as  a  client. 

From  our  headquarters  we  are  a  prime  source  of  choice,  rare,  and  desirable  coins  for 
collectors,  dealers,  and  museums  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  In  addition,  we  conduct  public 
auction  sales  in  New  York  City,  Baltimore,  Los  Angeles,  and  other  leading  metropolitan 
centers. 

Let  us  help  you  build  a  truly  beautiful  rare  coin  collection. 

And,  along  the  way,  we'll  do  our  best  to  make  the  hobby  as  enjoyable  for  you  as  it 
is  for  us. 

— Raymond  N.  Merena 


1871  MS-62  RB . 295 

1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  speci¬ 

men  of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the 
series.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 1,950 

1872  EF40.  A  nice  combination  of  high  grade  and 

low  price . 425 

1872  VF-20.  Rare! . 295 


NICKEL  3<  PIECES 


1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Important 


as  the  first  yetu  of  issue . 715 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty . 715 

1865  MS-62  (PCGS) . 115 

1867  Prool-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 

Proof  finish.  A  coin  of  excellent  quality . 365 

1868  MS-63 . 159 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1871  MS-63  (PCGS) . 235 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces . 265 

1873  Open  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  395 

1874  Prool-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

Gem  1877  Three  Cents 


1877  Proot-65  (NGC).  The  key  date  in  the  nickel 
three-cent  piece  series.  This  splendid  coin  is  a 
“high  end”  Prool-65  and  will  satisfy  the  most  dis¬ 
criminating  buyer.  Few  equivalent  quality  pieces 

exist  anywhere . 2,250 

Splendid  1877  Proof 

1877  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  couldn't  resist 

buying  this  piece.  A  splendid  example  of  this 
classic . 2,250 

1878  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid,  glitter¬ 

ing  gem.  At  this  price  it  is  well  worth  considering 
this  classic  rare  date  lor  your  type  set! . 725 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Second 

only  to  the  1877  in  terms  of  rarity  as  a  date,  A 
superb  gem  Proof,  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
-seen!  Quality,  this  is  it! . 725 

1879  AU-58  (PCGS) . 179 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS) . 195 

1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  gunmetal-blue  toning. 

A  small  toning  spot  is  on  Miss  Liberty's  neck  and 
we  have  priced  this  piece  accordingly . 475 

1883  Proof-63  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning.  325 

1883  AU-58 . 350 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  surfaces.525 

1884  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1884  VF-20 .  425 

1886  Prool-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Another  one  of  the 


hundreds  of  new  purchases  offered  here  for  the 
first  time;  certainly  among  the  finest  known  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  Proof-only  date . 695 

1886  Proof-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  A  very  appealing 

specimen . 525 

1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning. 

Rarest  Proof  nickel  three-cent  piece  of  the  de¬ 
cade,  and  about  twice  as  rare  as  the  1887/6.  Just 
purchased! . 1,050 

1887  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  definite  (verified  by 
QDB)  business  strike,  not  a  Proof,  and  at  this 
level  several  orders  rarer  than  a  Proof  (and 
Proofs  themselves  are  rare).  This  coin  is  a  great 
“find”  the  specialist  and  connoisseur  will  truly 
appreciate . 1,395 

1887  AU-58  (NGC).  A  coin  which  has  had  very  little, 
if  any,  actual  wear;  quite  possibly  an  MS-63  coin 
with  some  toning.  Seemingly  a  very  “high  end” 
example . 495 

1887  VF-35.  A  notable  rarity  as  a  circulated  busi¬ 
ness  strike . 315 

1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Very  frosty . 475 

1889  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1889  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  year  of  this 

denomination . 325 

1889  MS-64 .  495 


SILVER  3<  PIECES 


1851-0  AU-55  (PCGS),  Light  golden  toning . 325 

1852  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  frosty . 135 

1854  AU-55.  Lots  of  mint  lustre  still  remains.  First 
year  of  the  highly-desired  Type  II  design.  Ideal  for 
a  type  set . 265 

1856  AU-55.  Weakly  struck  and  priced  accord¬ 
ingly . 210 

1856  EF45.  Light  golden  surfaces . 1 10 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Highly  lustrous.  Quite 

rare  in  this  high  grade;  the  same  thing  can  be 
said  for  all  other  dates  of  the  Type  II  issue  (1854- 
1858) . 695 

1858  MS63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  gray  toning.  The 

1856, 1857,  and  1858  silver  three-cent  pieces  often 
come  struck  as  flat  as  the  proverbial  pancake  (and 
this  striking  problem  is  why  the  design  was 
changed  in  1859).  However,  this  1858  is  a  cut  above 
that  usually  seen  and,  while  not  needle  sharp,  is  in 
the  top  10%  we've  seen,  quality-wise . 635 

1858  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  Highly  lustrous.  Quite 
scarce  at  this  grade  level  and,  in  our  opinion, 

somewhat  underpriced  at . 325 
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Ogar  Daue, 

'2:lrjc^’re  baaaack  I 
iTtu  £liasbcr^  coin?  arrived. 
A  ^vorite  from  ihi?  rounb, 
tifc  1872-ec  t^alj  OoUar, 
lot  201%  came  back  33ft^65, 
a  be li^h^ 111 

AOkat  a  belitoTtul  sale. 
liOl^at  a  belratj^ul  kobb^l 
'9:l)ank?  a^ain  to, 
everyone  at  f>^er?  (p 
Iftercnafor  uour  participation 
in  tl^e  Ctia^be^  auction?. 

®rea^uilrj, 

l5ou^  Noblct 


We  get  letters  and  we  get  more  letters, 
but  not  often  are  they  as  nicely 
calligraphed  as  the  one  reproduced 
above! 


1860  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 380 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  Attrac¬ 
tive  delicate  golden  toning . 995 

1862/1  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Popular 
overdate  variety . 1,195 

1862  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Incredibly  beautiful  toning. 

The  obverse  has  a  brilliant  center  surrounded  by 
deep  blue,  fiery  orange,  and  light  gold  toning.  The 
reverse  is  lovely  with  deep  rainbow  toning.  Just 
purchased,  this  trime  will  delight  you  just  as  much 
as  it  did  us  when  we  first  laid  eyes  on  it . 650 

Gem  1863/2  Three  Cents 

1863/2  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Superb  lilac  and  magenta 
toning  of  the  type  one  usually  sees  only  when 
old-time  collections  are  brought  to  market.  This 
is  one  of  the  highest  quality  pieces  in  existence 
of  this  overdate . 3,950 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  in  this  grade 

level.  Graded  MS-63,  but  probably  if  you  were  to 
grade  it  MS-64  few  would  contest  It;  In  other 
words,  this  is  a  very  nice  MS-63 . 995 

1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
light  toning  on  the  obverse.  This  1868  is  particu¬ 
larly  choice  and  beautiful.  If  you  could  find  10 
Proofs  at  the  Proof-65  level  and  put  them  side  by 
side,  this  would  be  at  the  top  of  the  list  in  terms 
of  quality  and  aesthetic  appeal . 1,695 

1868  MS-63  (NGC).  Gray  and  lilac  toning.  Very  rare 
date . 1,795 

1870  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  The  1870  is 

always  in  the  limelight  as  a  rare  date,  joining  in 
this  regard  the  other  silver  three-cent  pieces  of 
this  era . 495 

1871  EF40.  A  rarity . 435 


NICKEL  5C  PIECES 

Shield  Nickels 

Gem  Proof-65  1866  54 
1866  Rays.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample  having  sharp  frosty  devices  and  glittering 
mirror  fields.  A  winner  from  any  angle!  You  can 
sectfch  a  year  and  not  find  the  equal  of  this  one! 
High  numerical  grade  cmd  high  aesthetic  appeal 
combined.  You’ll  really  like  having  this  in  your 
collection!  Shield  nickels  with  reverse  rays  were 
coined  in  1866  and  1867  only  and  consequently 

are  eagerly  sought  by  type  collectors . 4,650 

1866  Rays.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  (very  un¬ 
usual  for  this  date),  frosty,  and  lustrous.  A 
premium  quality  example  for  the  connoisseur;  not 
one  in  10  coins  has  this  aesthetic  appeal. .  2,295 

1866  Rays.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1867  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  ton¬ 

ing.  Far  above  average  strike  lor  this  issue.  Quite 
rcU'e  at  this  grade  level . 869 

1867  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant.  By  far  the 

scarcer  of  the  two  varieties  this  year . 340 

1867  Rays.  AU-55  (NGC) . 240 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned....  139 

1870  AU-58 . 95 

1871  AU-55.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more  elusive  dates 

in  the  series . 195 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Exceptionally  bold 
strike . 465 

1874  EF-40 . 62 

1875  EF40.  Scctfce  date . 69 

1876  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  275 
1879/8  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  coin  with  just 

a  whisper  of  toning . 750 

1879  Breen-2512.  Triple  Date.  Proof-65 .  895 

1879  EF45  (ANACS).  A  rarity . 450 

1881  Prool-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning.565 
1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  toning.  Remarkable  lor  its 
low  business  strike  mintage,  one  of  the  lowest  of 
the  live-cent  denomination . 625 

1881  EF40.  Rarer  in  business  strike  form  than  as  a 

Proof!  One  of  hundreds  of  new  purchases  listed 
here  for  the  first  time . 395 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  A 

delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 
the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between 
satiny  and  prooflike . 625 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 


Liberty  Head  Nickels 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1883  With  CENTS.  EF45 . 44 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  indescribably 

beautiful  light  golden  toning . 825 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  toning.  650 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1890  EF40 . 39 

1891  AU-50 . 65 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  surfaces . 695 

1894  AU-55 . 195 

1894  AU-50 . 165 

1895  EF40 . 39 

1898  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1907  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1908  MS63.  Attractive  light  golden  patlnation.  85 

191 1  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 139 

1912- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  and  blue 

toning.  Scarcer  in  Mint  State  than  generally  real¬ 
ized . 295 

Buffalo  Nickels 

1913  Buffcilo.  Type  1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 

light  goiden  surfaces . 53 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1913- D  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning.  Very  attractive . 450 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS65.  Brilliant . 195 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  195 
1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS65  (T4GQ.  Brilliant.  630 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  11.  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  285 
1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  11.  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

delicate  golden  toning.  A  truly  beautiful  coin. 
One  of  many  really  choice  Buffalo  nickels  re¬ 
cently  added  to  our  inventory.  If  you’re  building 
a  high-quality  collection,  make  our  company  and 

this  listing  your  source! . 850 

Important  Gem  1913-S  Type  II 54 
Traditional  Rarity 

19135  Buffalo.  Type  H.  MS65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  classic  is¬ 
sue,  traditionally  a  key  to  the  series  (but  quite 
unpublicized,  possibly  because  so  few  high- 
grade  pieces  are  around).  The  specialist  will 

really  appreciate  this  one! . 3,650 

Superb  19135  Type  II  Nickel 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very 

sharply  struck  with  attractive  golden  surfaces. 
This  is  an  important  “condition  rttfity”  among 
Buffalo  nickels . 3,650 

19135  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen!  Whenever  we  see  a  very  nice  19135 

Type  11  at  a  reasonable  price,  we  buy  it! . 975 

19135  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS64  (NGQ.  Light  golden 
toning.  A  splendid  gem.  What  a  selection  we  have 

in  this  issue! . 975 

19135  Buffalo.  Type  H.  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.975 
19135  Buffalo.  Type  D.  M5-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with 
delicate  toning.  A  beauty! . 595 

1914  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1914  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  delicate  gold  toning.145 

1914- S  MS63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

19145  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 169 

1915  MS-65  (NGC) . 265 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lightly  toned 

surfaces . 265 

1915- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 625 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Very 

elusive  in  this  high  grade  and  in  the  quality  of  the 
example  here  offered . 1,150 

1916- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  light,  and  quite  attractive 

toning . 199 

1917  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 485 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1917  MS64  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 185 

191 7- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 935 

191 7-D  MS-63.  Lightly  toned . 719 


1917- D  MS63  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold  toning.  719 

19175  MS63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  this  key  issue.  You’ll  like  the 
quality . 1,095 

1918  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 499 

1918  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 215 

1918- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicately  toned.  A  superb 

strike,  and  worthy  of  close  attention  tmd  interest 
for  this  fact,  in  addition  to  its  quality  as  an  MS- 
64.  If  you  could  find  10  specimens  of  the  1918-D 
Buffalo  nickel  in  MS-64  grade  and  line  them  up  in 
a  row,  we  expect  this  would  be  at  the  head  of  the 
group,  quality-wise!  A  find  for  the  connoisseur 
and  specialist . 2,295 

1919  MS65  (NGC).  An  attractively  toned  gem.  420 

1919  MS54  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

Gorgeous  1919-D  Nickel 

1919- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive  light 

golden  toning.  This  gorgeous  1919-D  is  one  of  the 
nicest  examples  we  have  had  in  recent  years.  An 
opportunity  for  the  connoisseur . 2,450 

Gem  1919-S  Nickel 

1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  gem  quality;  one  of  the 
nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled,  a  coin  that 
outranks  some  we’ve  seen  graded  as  MS-65!  If 
quality  is  your  forte,  you’ll  really  enjoy  having 
this  as  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection. ..  4,895 
Notable  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickei 
19205  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustre  with  toning 
in  blue  and  gold.  Very  attractive.  A  superb  strike 

for  a  1920-S . 4,150 

Superb  M365  1921-S  54 
1921-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  and 
certainly  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  offer  in  recent  times.  The  surfaces  are 
satiny  and  most  design  features  c^e  bold.  Deli¬ 
cately  toned  in  pastel  golden  brown  and  gray, 
with  hints  of  pale  blue  at  the  obverse  rim.  The 
192 15  is  an  importtmt  condition  rarity  at  the  MS- 

65  level . 4,750 

Gem  1921-S  Nickel 

19215  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
delicate  toning.  A  coin  that  has  it  all;  high  grade, 
nice  strike,  tmd,  equally  importemt,  superb  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  A  true  “wonder  coin”  for  the 
Buffalo  nickel  specialist.  We  were  excited  when 
we  bought  this  a  few  days  ago,  and  you’ll  be 
equally  enthusiastic  when  it  arrives  in  your  mail¬ 
box.  Listed  here  for  the  first  time . 3,465 

1923  MS55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 500 

1923-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  nutmee  of 

toning.  Highly  lustrous . 695 

1923S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 695 

1923S  AU-58  (NGC) . 365 

Memorable  1924-S  Nickel 
19245  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  light 
toning,  a  far  above  average  strike,  and  superb 

eye  appeal . 5,650 

Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 
19245  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo 
nickels  at  this  grade  level.  A  great  find  for  the 

specialist . 3,150 

19245  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,295 

1925-D  MS-60  (NGC).  Delicate  toning . 425 

19255  MS-63  (NGC).  Just  purchased.  Far  above 

average  strike . 1,850 

19255  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 
beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen,  an  especially  nice  strike,  of 
one  of  the  key  issues  (in  this  grade)  in  the  Buf¬ 
falo  series . 1,850 

1925-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned . 875 

1926  MS55.  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS54  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 


This  &  That 


COME  TO  THINK  IT:  "If  you  don't  take  are  of  your  body,  where  else  are 
you  going  to  \we7' [Bits  and  Pieces) 

OUR  OWN  RAY  MERENA  is  winding  down  his  two-year  presidency  of  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild.  There  have  been  quite  a  few  PNG  accomplish¬ 
ments  in  recent  times,  including  the  PENNYBOARD™  project  for  kids  (the 
brainchild  of  Harlan  Berk),  the  History  in  Your  Hands  video  with  James  Earl  Jones 
(co-op  with  the  ANA,  with  David  Lisot  producing  it],  and  more. 

‘Sik.  iJUt' 

POSTERITY:  "If  you  would  plant  for  days,  plant  flowers.  If  you  would  plant  for 
years,  plant  trees.  If  you  would  plant  for  eternity,  plant  ideas."  [Bits  and  Pieces] 

;]iU'  • 

COMPUTERS  are  a  way  of  life  these  days,  especially  for  writers  such  as  your 
editor,  who  is  enjoying  a  new  Micron  XPE  notebook  device,  a  member  of  the  "PC" 
family.  Its  too  bad  that  Apple  and  PC  don’t  merge  their  best  Ideas,  for  each  "family" 
has  some  good  ones.  Despite  Windows  '95  making  PCs  appear  Mac-like,  it  seems  that 
Macintosh  is  still  easier  to  use. 

M  '  M.  A 

NEW  BOOK  PROJECT:  We're  working  on  a  small  (intention  so  far)  book  about 
Augustus  B.  Sage,  a  pioneer  rare  coin  dealer  who  flourished  circa  1857-1860  and  did 
all  sorts  of  interesting  things.  The  American  Numismatic  Society  was  founded  in  his 
home  in  New  York  City  on  March  15, 1858,  he  was  an  early  seller  and  promoter  of 
numismatic  books  (and  even  held  a  raffle  featuring  them),  he  was  America's  most 
prominent  auction  cataloguer  in  the  year  1859,  he  issued  several  series  of  tokens, 
etc.  All  and  all,  he  was  a  fascinating  fellow.  You  can  help:  If  you  have  any  copper, 
white  metal,  brass,  or  silver  tokens  in  your  collection,  of  the  varieties  issued  by  Sage, 
we'd  like  to  hear  from  you.  We  would  like  to  either  borrow  the  tokens  fopweighing, 
inspection,  and  possibly  photography,  or  we  will  pay  you  full  market  price  and  buy 
them.  These  tokens  were  issued  in  1859  and  are  part  of  these  series  (per  the  names 
that  Sage  gave  to  them):  Sage's  Historical  Tokens,  Sage's  Numismatic  Gallery,  Sage's 
Odds  and  Ends,  Sage's  Masonic  Medalets. 


Key  19265  Nickel 

19265  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  rose  and  golden  toning. 
A  splendid  specimen  of  this  key  date,  a  variety 
that  is  traditionally  one  of  the  very  last  to  be 
acquired  in  a  specialized  collection.  We  saw  this 
coin,  loved  it,  and  wrote  out  a  check  immedi¬ 
ately,  although  it  was  hardly  inexpensive,  If 
you’ve  been  searching  for  a  long  time  for  a  really 


great  1926-S . 10,525 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 185 

1927-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 550 


Beautiful  Gem  19285  54 


19285  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 

grade  level . 4,950 

19285  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with 
wisps  of  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The  fields 
have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and 
prooflike,  an  unusual  feature  for  the  era.  1,450 

1929-S  MS55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 370 

1929- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370 

1930- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  briliicmt,  frosty  gem.  Quite 

scarce  so  fine . 435 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1931-SMS65  (NGC) . 165 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Ever 

popular  low-mintage  issue . 165 

1931-S  MS54  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1934  MS55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 320 

1934- D  MS54  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGQ.  Brilliant,  frosty . 155 

1935- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1936  MS54.  Brilliant . 35 

1936- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936-S/S  Fivaz-Stanton-54-020.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning.  The  mintmark  shows  conspicu¬ 
ous  doubling . 295 

1937  Proof56  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  incredible  gem 

specimen  of  one  of  just  two  dates  of  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els  made  in  the  mirror  Proof  format.  Ideal  for  a 
high  quality  type  set . 850 

1937  Proof-64.  A  lovely  gem  having  sharp  satiny 
devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Golden  gray  , 

iridescence . 795 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant . 32 

1937  MS54 . 24 


1937-D  3-Legged 

1937-D  3-Legged.  MS53  (NGC).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  lustrous  surface.  One  of  the  nicest  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  curious  die 
anomcily,  sure  to  be  a  showpiece  in  any  collec¬ 


tion . 3,450 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  way  to 

fill  in  this  hole  in  your  collection! . 475 

1937-D  MS66  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 115 

1937- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 189 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 22 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 229 


HALF  DIMES 


1797  Valentine-4.  16  Stars.  F-15.  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  at  this  grade  level.  Important  as  a  member 
of  the  short-lived  and  numismatically  elusive 
design  combining  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with 

the  Small  Eagle  reverse . 1,485 

Choice  1800  Half  Dime 
1800  V-1.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned  in  deep 
russet  and  light  blue.  A  high-grade  emd  ttftisti- 
caily  satisfying  example  of  the  first  year  of  the 
Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Really  choice!  You’ll  like 


this  one . 3,695 

1830  V-6.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty 

and  the  fields  exhibit  considerable  prooflike 
character . 575 

1831  V-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-58 .  235 

1831  V-6.  Rarity-2.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 240 

1832  V-8.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light 

toning . 425 

1833  V-1.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 210 

1833  V-6.  Rarity-2.  EF45.  Brilliant . 159 


1835  V-5.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  M864  (NGQ.  The 
central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  gold  at  the 
borders.  The  fields  show  considerable  prooflike 
character,  A  splendid  half  dime,  and  one  that  will 
compare  favorably  with  some  certified  as  MS-65! 
Quality,  this  is  it! . 1,385 

1835  V-7.  Small  Date,  Small  5C.  MS-60.  Light  golden 
toning . 295 

1835  V-7,  AU-58  (NGC) . 265 

1836  V-2.  Small  5C.  MS-62.  Attractive  rainbow  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  periphery . 395 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very 

lustrous  and  frosty  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning. 
An  outstemding  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the 
design . 1,595 

1837  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Flat-top  1  in  date. 

Pale  golden  toning.  The  frosty  devices  nicely 
complement  the  satiny  fields.  Listed  by  Breen  as 
being  much  rarer  in  choice  condition  than  the 
variety  having  the  Peak-Top  1  in  the  date.  1,595 

1837  No  Stars.  AU-58  (ANACS).  Peak-top  1 . 450 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS65  (NGC).  A  well- 

struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem!  First  year 
of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have  been  seeking 
a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a  reasonable 

price,  see  this  one! . 2,250 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  bril¬ 
liant,  frosty  gem . 695 
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DID  You  KNOW??? 

Strange  but  True! 

♦  The  Guidebook  of  US.  Coins  is  one  of  the  top  10  best-selling  books  of  all 
time. 

♦  A  case  can  be  made  for  the  1787  Fugio  copper  cent  as  being  the  first  federal 
IJ.S.  coin,  as  they  were  produced  on  contract  for  our  government 

♦  However,  the  1776  Continental  dollar  is  another  contender  for  "first"  honors. 
Although  the  U.S.  monetary  system  had  not  been  established  yet,  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War  had  just  begun,  and  the  states  were  still  British  colonies. 

♦  Trade  dollars  were  legal  tender  from  the  time  they  were  first  minted,  in  1873, 
until  July  22, 1876,  when  this  status  was  abolished,  to  be  restored  in  1965  by  the 
coinage  act  of  that  recent  year.  But,  who  would  want  to  spenda  valuable  trade  dollar 
now? 

♦  1936-D  quarter  dollars  are  rare  in  Mint  State,  even  though  many  were  struck. 
At  the  time,  collectors  and  investors  were  busy  with  the  boom  market  for 
commemorative  half  dollars,  and  the  1936-D  quarters  were  overlooked.  A  few  years 
later,  they  were  unexpectedly  found  to  be  rare. 

♦  Once  a  pattern,  now  a  regular  issue:  The  1836  Gobrecht  silver  dollar  with  C 
GOBRECHT  F.  ("Christian  Gobrecht  fecit,"  fecit = "made  it")  on  the  base,  and  also 
the  1839  Gobrecht  dollar  with  reeded  edge,  are  now  being  considered  as  regular 
issue  coins,  as  of  the  1,600  minted  of  the  1836  and  300  of  the  1839,  most  were  placed 
into  circulation  at  face  value.  For  several  generations  these  had  been  relegated  to 
the  "pattern"  category. 

♦  Ard  W.  Browning,  whose  book  on  die  varieties  of  1796-1838  quarter  dollars 
was  published  by  Wayte  Raymond  in  1925,  is  a  mystery.  Virtually  nothing  is  known 
about  his  biography,  when  he  starts  collecting,  how  he  acquired  his  extensive 
knowledge  of  quarter  dollars  and  his  research  skills,  and  when  and  where  his 
collection  was  sold  (or  if  it  is  hidden  away  somewhere  today). 


1839-0  No  Drapery.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 215 

1844  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  mostly  prooflike. 

An  extremely  choice  specimen  within  this  grade 
range,  a  coin  that  Dave  Bowers  couldn’t  resist 
when  he  saw  it.  First  time  offered . 575 

Notable  1844-0  Half  Dime 
1844-0  V-1.  Medium  O.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Nicely 
toned  in  light  gold  with  a  hint  of  sea  blue.  Rare 
this  nice . 2,695 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 

tional  detciil.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 
toning . 695 

Incredible  Gem  1849/8/6 
1849/8/6  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  and  with  the  under-digit  6  very 
bold.  “Through  the  looking  glass”  this  is  a  spec¬ 
tacular  overdate.  One  of  the  nicest  examples 


we’ve  seen . 3,250 

1851-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces.  Scarce  so  fine . 795 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  At  least  50  to  100  times  rarer  than  the 

with-arrows  version  of  this  date! . 1,595 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare.750 
1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 

light  yellow  periphercil  toning . 795 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden-gray 
iridescence  complements  the  frosty  devices  and 
satiny  fields.  A  popular  and  eagerly  sought  one- 

yecU"  design  type . 795 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1853  Arrows.  AU-58 . 139 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50 . 110 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 719 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

Gem  1854-0  Half  Dime! 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Recently 
bought  by  your  editor  (QDB),  this  gem  1854-0  is 
one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled. 
A  find  for  the  connoisseur,  and  suitable  either  as 
a  very  elegant  entry  in  a  type  set  or  to  answer  the 
need  lor  a  gem  in  a  specialized  collection.3,950 
1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  blue  and 
iridescent  toning.  Probably  from  an  old-time 

collection . 1,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  espe¬ 
cially  frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the 
rims.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  see  any¬ 
where!  The  New  Orleans  version  is  considerably 
rarer  in  this  grade  than  is  the  Philadelphia  Mint 


1854  half  dime . 1,095 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  hint 

of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 595 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 650 


1858  AU-58  (PCGS).  Inverted  date.  Brilliant  with 

virtually  full  mint  frost  and  lustre.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  notable  date-punching  errors  in  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatics.  Seldom  is  one  of  this 
exceptional  quality  encountered . 445 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  delicate 

toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow  star 
points  and  slightly  differently  configured  Miss 
Liberty . 1,650 

1859  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  attractive 
rainbow  peripheral  toning.  Hollow  star  centers 
as  always . 175 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant . 1,050 

1859- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 

1860-  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rainbow  toning . 165 

186  I/O  MS-64.  Deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 

Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
seen  of  this  elusive  variety . 1.750 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Just  about 

as  nice  as  it  was  the  day  it  was  struck! . 350 

Gorgeous  Gem  1863  Rarity 

1863  MS65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen  of 

one  of  the  lowest  mintage  zmd  most  desired  busi¬ 
ness  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 2,150 

18635  M362  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 


at  the  MS-62  level.  Just  purchased . 850 

1863- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Another  new  pur¬ 
chase,  this  1863-S  combines  high  grade,  great  eye 
appeal,  and  a  generous  measure  of  rarity.  1,575 

1864- S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 695 

1864- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Pearl  gray  toning  on  frosty 

surfaces . 450 

1865- S  AU-55.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  display  warm  golden  highlights . 399 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giving 
way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the  rims. 
A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in  the  half 
dime  series . 1,450 

1866  EF-45.  Rare  and  desirable  in  all  grades...  625 

1867-S  MS-63. 1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 850 


DIMES 


Draped  Bust  Dimes 

Splendid  1797  Dime 

1797  John  Reich-3.  EF-40  (NGC).  Delicately 
mottled  golden  and  iridescent  toning  over  light 
silver  surfaces.  Scarce  to  begin  with,  but  in  spe¬ 
cial  demand  as  a  member  of  the  elusive  design 
combination  with  Draped  Bust  obverse  and 
Small  Eagle  reverse . 5,950 

1801  JR-1.  VG-10  (PCGS) . 725 

Choice  1805  Dime 

1805  JR-2. 4  Berries.  AU-55  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in 
blue  and  gold . 2,995 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

Brilliant  Mint  State  1814  Dime 

1814  JR-4.  Large  date.  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  A  major  rarity  at  this  level.  Ideal  lor  the 
specialist  or  the  type  collector . 3,650 

1820  JR-7.  Rarity-2.  Small  O.  MS62  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  light  gray  toning.  Highly  lustrous.  Not 
often  seen  in  this  high  grade  and  quality.  1,295 

1820  JR-8.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 340 

Gem  1821  Dime 

1821 JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  lilac  ton¬ 
ing  over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  An 
exceptionally  nice  specimen  of  this  early  issue. 
A  splendid  coin! . 4,295 

1821  JR-7.  Large  Date.  AU-50  or  finer.  Intermingled 
gold,  gray,  and  blue  iridescence  complements 
both  surfaces.  This  is  the  surface  one  expects  to 
find  on  a  piece  from  an  old-time  private  or  mu¬ 
seum  collection.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur.750 

1821  JR-8.  EF40 . 375 

1823/2  JR-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  You’ll  like  its  appear¬ 
ance  and  overall  quality . 675 

1824/2  JR-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lovely  early  dime  with 
much  mint  lustre . 1,395 

1834  JR-5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  rosy 

gold  peripheral  toning.  About  equal  in  quality  to 
the  finest  example  of  the  variety  known  to  the 
authors  of  the  John  Reich  dime  book.  You  could 
search  for  years  and  not  find  its  equal.  Ideal  for 
the  variety  specialist  as  well  as  the  “type”  collec¬ 
tor . 1,465 

1835  JR-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 

faces.  Another  coin  from  our  recent  buying  trip. 
Lucky  us!  Lucky  you! . 2,295 

1835  JR-5.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

Lustrous  1837  Dime 

1837  JR-4.  MS64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  example 
and  probably  one  of  the  finest  extant.  The  au¬ 
thors  of  the  John  Reich  dime  reference  were 
only  aware  of  four  or  five  Uncirculated  ex¬ 
amples,  and  the  finest  accounted  for  by  them 
was  MS-60 . 2,695 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

Beautiful  1837  Dime 

1837  Uberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS64  (NGC).  Flat- 
top  1  in  date.  Light  amber  toning.  Lustrous  and 
beautiful.  A  coin  you  will  enjoy  contemplating  as 
part  of  your  cabinet.  Quality  such  as  this  is  elu¬ 
sive . 3,595 

Outstanding  MS61  1842-0  Dime 
18420  MS61  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  enhances 
both  surfaces.  The  1842-0  is  an  important  rarity 
in  Uncirculated  grade.  An  exquisite  strike,  a 
splendid  impression.  We  doubt  that  as  many  as 
15  different  examples  grading  MS60  or  better 
could  be  accounted  for.  A  prize  coin  by  any  stan¬ 
dard . 3,450 

1845-0  VF-20  (NGC).  Famous  scarce  date . 195 

1848  MS62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1850-0  MS-60.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 
splashes  of  light  brown.  Small  0  mintmark. 

Rare  so  fine . 2,395 

From  Lyman  H.  Low's  sale  of  the  Mama,  et  al. 

Collections,  July  1903,  to  John  M.  Clapp,  to  Louis  E. 

Eliasberg,  Sr. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  just 
a  whisper  of  light  toning.  A  classic  rarity  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  dime  series.  Only  a  lew  exist  at 
all,  and  very  lew  are  known  at  this  high  grade 
level.  Most  of  this  issue  were  melted.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 1,650 

1853  Arrows.  MS64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular 
“type”  coin  in  any  season.  Just  purchased.  1,050 
1853  Arrows.  MS63  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  irides¬ 
cence  at  the  centers  changes  to  rich  golden 
brown  peripherally.  Wisps  of  navy  blue  can  be 
seen  at  the  extreme  rims.  A  popular  three-year 

design  type . 775 

1853  Arrows.  MS62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  popular  for  inclusion  in  type  sets . 475 

1853  Arrows.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 185 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS62  (PCGS).  Medium  gray  and 

light  golden  toning . 895 

1857-0  MS64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem  with 
attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the  borders. 
One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  early  New 
Orleans  issue . 1,550 

1858  MS62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Another  truly  beautiful 

dime . 1,095 

1859-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 
peripheral  toning . 595 

1860  Proof-64.  Beautiful  amber  toning  around  the 

periphery . 525 

1863  Proof62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  in  pastel  col¬ 
ors.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  rare, 
highly-prized  Liberty  Seated  dime  date.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 550 


1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 

1866  Proof62  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  rainbow  ton¬ 

ing.  Rare,  beautiful,  and  desirable.  Another  of  the 
hundreds  of  new  purchases  listed  for  your  selec¬ 
tion  in  this  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector. . 495 

1867  Proof-64.  Brilliant.  Highly  prized  as  a  date. 

Another  new  purchase.  You’ll  enjoy  it  as  much 
as  we  do! . 875 

1869  Proof63  (PCGS).  Orange  and  rose  toning.  Still 

another  new  purchase . 425 

1869- S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 450 

1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  rainbow  peripheral 

toning . 575 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  A  find 
for  the  connoisseur . 795 

1870  MS63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1870- S  EF-45  (NGQ . 625 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful  rainbow  peripheral 
toning.  We’ve  stocked  up  with  many  new  and 
very  attractive  dimes  for  this  issue,  and  you  now 
have  first  chance.  Quality  with  a  capital  Q .  615 

1872  Proof65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  frosty  centers  with 

rainbow  peripheral  toning.  Another  gorgeous 
new  purchase . 1,650 

1873  Without  arrows.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  and  deep  blue  peripheral  toning.  Abso¬ 
lutely  magnificent.  Just  purchased! . .  1,395 

1873  Arrows.  MS64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  just  a  hint 

of  pale  gold.  Eagerly  sought  because  of  its  status 
as  a  two-year  design  type.  Not  easy  to  find  in  MS- 
64  and  higher  grades.  Another  find  for  the 
connoisseur . 1,950 

1874  Arrows.  AU-58 . 375 

1875- S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 450 

1875  MS61  (PCGS).  Deep  rainbow  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 150 

1875  AU-58  (PCGS) . 95 

1876- CC  MS64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1877- CC  MS65  (PCGS).  A  superb  example.  Quite 

important  due  to  its  status  as  a  Ceu-son  City  type 
coin . 1,495 

1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Rainbow  toning  at  the  rims. 

Once  you  see  this,  you’ll  wish  all  of  the  coins  in 
your  collection  were  this  nice!  Another  new  pur¬ 
chase  cherrypicked  for  quality . 565 

1879  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  blue  and  iridescent 

toning  at  the  periphery.  Prized  as  a  low-mintage 
date . 425 

1880  Prool-64  (PCGS).  Low  mintage  date.  Attractive 

rainbow  toning  with  brilliant  centers . 650 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  Far  rarer  in 
business  strike  form  them  in  Proof . 795 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 
Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1,395 

1882  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Gun-metal  blue  toning  with 
a  whisper  of  light  lilac . 350 


f-Take  20%  OFF  These  Superb -i 
PATTERN  COINS 

1850  "Ring  Cent"  Pattern 

1850  cent.  Pollock-134,  Judd-119.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  several  efforts  to  reduce  the 
size  and  weight  of  the  cent  in  an  era  in  which  the  copper  "large"  cent  was  viewed  as  too 
expensive  to  produce  and  very  cumbersome  to  handle.  Was . $2,795  Now  ...  $2,235 

Gem  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

1858  Flying  Eagle  cent  transitional  pattern.  P-233,  J-191.  Small  Letters  obverse.  Laurel 
Wreath  reverse  with  five  leaves  per  cluster.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Of  special  importance  as  a  transitional  coin  with  the  obverse  style  of  1858  and  the 
reverse  as  first  regularly  used  in  1859.  Was . $4,350  Now  ...  $3,480 

Famous  1858  Transitional  Indian  Cent 

1858  Transitional  Indian  cent  pattern.  P-229,  J-198.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Identical  design 
to  1859,  but  dated  1858!  This  is  the  Indian  cent  equivalent  to  the  famous  1856  Flying 
Eagle  cent:  a  coin  similar  to  me  regular  issue  but  dated  a  year  earlier  and  struck  as  a 
pattern.  However,  unlike  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent,  the  1858  Indian  cent  has  been  largely 
overlooked.  As  such,  the  price  is  but  a  fraction  of  the  more  plentiful  1856. 

Was . $3,950  Now . $3,160 

1858  Transitional  Indian  cent.  P-259.  J-208.  Proof-63.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this  popular 

issue.  Obverse  and  reverse  style  of  1859,  but  dated  1858.  Was  ...  $1,895  Now....  $1,515 

1859  Indian  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of  1859  (regular  issue),  reverse  of  1860  (regular 

issue  with  oak  wreath  and  shield).  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  specimen  of  this 
highly  important  coin.  Was . $2,950  Now . $2,360 

1859  Indian  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of  1859,  reverse  of  1860.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Popu¬ 
lar  transitional  variety  having  the  reverse  design  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  adopted 
in  1860.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  blue  and  lilac.  Nice  eye  appeal. 

Was . $2,350  Now . $1,880 

1863  cent.  P-370,  J-305.  Proof-61  BN  (PCGS).  Bronze.  Obverse  with  portrait  of  George 
Washington  (after  Wright  and/or  Houdon,  the  latter  being  the  original  inspiration);  motto 
GOD  AND  OUR  COUNTRY  surrounding,  date  below.  Reverse  similar  to  the  regular  is¬ 
sue  of  1864  except  in  the  present  instance  with  CENTS  more  curved. 

Was . $1,895  Now . $1,515 

1865  Copper-Nickel  Cent 

1865  copper-nickel  Indian  cent.  P-476.  J-406.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  gem  specimen  struck 
in  copper-nickel,  the  type  regularly  used  prior  to  spring  1864.  A  showpiece  for  any  In¬ 
dian  cent  collection,  this  piece  will  "pop  out"  and  attract  a  lot  of  attention! 

Was . $3,950  Now . $3,160 

1883  Pattern  Liberty  Nickel 

1883  Liberty  Head  nickel.  P-1916,  J-1712.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  brilliant  gem.  Ob¬ 
verse  with  Liberty  head,  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  (instead  of  stars)  surrounding. 
Reverse  with  wreath  enclosing  33  N.,  67  C.  Was . $2,950  Now  ...  $2,360 

1859  half  dollar.  P-293,  J-237.  Struck  in  silver.  Proof-63  (NGC).  Obverse  with  James  B. 
Longacre's  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  LIBERTY  on  ribbon  defining  neck  outline.  Reverse  with 
detailed  wreath  enclosing  HALF  DOLLAR.  Issued  as  part  of  a  pattern  set  or  series  this  year. 
Was . $2,450  Now . $1,960 

Gem  1859  Pattern  P-295  50t 

1859  half  dollar.  P-295.  J-239.  Struck  in  silver.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Obverse  with  Longacre's 
head  of  Miss  Liberty,  with  LIBERTY  on  long  ribbon  at  bottom  of  portrait.  Reverse  with 
denomination  expressed  as  1/2  DOLLAR  within  minutely  detailed  wreath.  Issued  as  part 
of  a  set  this  year.  Was . $4,950  Now . $3,960 

Gem  1859  Pattern  P-297  50e 

1859  half  dollar.  P-297,  J-241.  Struck  in  silver.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Obverse  with  Longacre's 
head  of  Miss  Liberty,  with  LIBERTY  on  long  ribbon.  Reverse  with  detailed  wreath  enclos¬ 
ing  50  CENTS.  Issued  as  part  of  a  set  this  year.  Was . $2,950  Now  ...  $2,360 
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Take  Advantage  of  These" 
"CLEARANCE"  Prices! 

Circa  1860  Steinfeld  bottle  (Ring  S- 
185).  Related  to  encased  postage 
stamps.  New  York.  An  extremely 
rare  (we  have  had  just  one  other 
over  the  years)  original  bottle 
which  once  contained  the  drink 
specifically  advertised  on  encased 
postage  stamps  by  the  firm.  An 
outstanding  exhibit  item  for  the 
encased  postage  stamp  specialist. 

Was . $995 

Now . . $399 

The  name  of  Steinfeld  and  the  product  appear  In 
raised  letters  on  the  bottom  of  the  bottle.  On  the  side  of 
the  bottle  is  “S.  ST"  and  “PATENT"  arranged  in  a  circle,  and 
a  medallion  with  an  eagle.  On  the  base  is  the  inscription 
"STElNFELD’S  FRENCH  COGNAC  BITTERS."  Medium  amber  color.  1 1-1/2"  high. 

1882  Diary.  Interesting  19th-century  manuscript  (not  coin  related, 
but  fascinating);  by  a  doctor  who 
studied  and  sailed.  Manuscript  di¬ 
ary,  1882-1885,  kept  by  Dr.  Charles 
Washington  Bray  of  Portland, 

Cumberland  County,  Maine.  Bray  (1850-1922)  at¬ 
tended  Brunswick  Medical  School  and  in  1874 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  Colum¬ 
bia  University.  He  was  a  member  of  numerous 
medical  associations,  practiced  medicine  for  over 
40  years,  and  was  commodore  of  the  Portland 
Yacht  Club  for  almost  20  years.  He  lived  and 
sailed  'down  east'  all  his  life.  This  diary  (140  pp.) 
mostly  describes  Bray's  yachting  adventures  off 
the  coast  of  Maine  as  a  young  medical  doctor  in 
the  company  of  his  good  friends.  Bray  writes  in 
a  clear,  precise,  and  often  humorous  style  com¬ 
bined  with  the  form  of  a  sailing  log.  The  entries  are 
also  interspersed  with  several  pencil  drawings  of  scenery  and  nautical  in¬ 
terest.  The  reader  can  easily  picture  himself  or  herself  in  the  company  of  this 
fun-loving  Victorian  yachting  crew,  sailing  and  camping  off  the  coast  of  Maine.  Doc¬ 
tors'  diaries  are  very  rare  and  to  find  one  where  the  diarist  is  actually  describing  a 
fun  activity,  rarer  yet.  This  tome  also  includes  a  38-page  chapter  of  lectures  taken  at 
Bowdoin  Medical  School  in  1872,  and  about  8  pages  of  case  notes  from  1873  and  1880. 
Unusual.  Octavo,  worn  red  3/4  calf  and  marbled  boards,  2"  piece  lacking  from  top  of 
spine,  contents  fine,  clean,  and  legible.  Large  ornate  Portland  stationer's  ticket  on  front 
pastedown.  approximately  185  pp.  plus  blanks. 

Was . $795  Now . $399 


1883  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Toned  in  shades  of  blue  and 

orange . 350 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  rainbow  toning. ...  395 
1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  all  high  grades.  875 
1886  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Toned  in  gold  shades.  350 
1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces. 

Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  rims.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  of  its 


era . 1,095 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 
prooflike . 695 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 
somewhat  prooflike . 695 

1890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 549 

1890- S  AU-58,  Brilliant . 195 

1891- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

Barber  Dimes 

1892  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1892  AU-55 . 75 

1893  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning.  225 


1893- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces.  Exquisitely  struck,  so  sharp  that 
it  could  win  an  award  if  such  were  offered.  Some¬ 
what  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and  very  scarce 
at  this  quality  level,  A  very  attractive,  lustrous 
specimen . 1,595 

1894- 0  MS-60.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning. 

Very  scarce  in  all  high  grades,  quite  rare  in 
Mint  State.  A  find  for  the  specialist  and  con¬ 
noisseur . 1,195 

1894- 0  AU-55  (ANACS).  Pearl  gray  iridescence 

with  gold  highlights.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
series.  The  variety  is  seldom  seen  above  the  VF 
or  so  level,  and  even  those  are  rare.  Pletise  call 
quickly  as  this  will  not  be  available  lor  very 
long . 725 

1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb,  brilliant,  frosty  gem 

of  extreme  rarity.  Often  a  period  of  years  will 
elapse  before  we  have  another  such  business 
strikein  stock . 1.995 

1895- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  somewhat 

prooflike  surfaces . 1,050 

1895- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1896  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  Consider  this 

beauty  lor  your  type  set . 695 

1896- 0  F-12 . 235 

Gem  1896-S  Rtirity 

1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  specimens  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  key  Barber 
dime  issue.  You'll  really  enjoy  the  quality  of  this 


one! . 3,400 

1896-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 495 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1900- 0  VF-20 . 129 

1901  MS-60.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 99 

1901- S  F-12 . 295 

1901-S  F-12  (PCGS).  Always  popular . 295 

1903-0  MS-60.  Lustrous . 265 

1903-S  MS4)3.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Very  rare  in  this 

grade.  Another  prize  coin  for  the  Barber  dime 

specialist . : . 1.850 

Key  1904-S  Dime  Rtuity 


1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Intermingled  gold  and  violet 
iridescence  complements  both  surfaces. 


Prooflike  as  well.  The  1904-S  is  scarce  in  all 
grades,  and  is  a  condition  rarity  at  the  MS-64 
level.  It  would  probably  require  a  long  and  ardu¬ 
ous  search  to  find  another  example  this  nicely 


preserved . 2,500 

1904- S  AU-50.  Brilliant.  Just  purchased.  Well-known 

rare  variety . 475 

1905- 0  VF-30 . 49 

1905- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 225 

1906  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 99 

1906- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1906-0  EF-40 . 85 

1906- S  MS-63.  An  attractive  specimen . 525 

1907- 0  Weak  strike.  EF-10 . 59 

1907-S  MS-60 . 365 

1907- S  AU-58  (PCGS),  Light  golden  toning . 219 

1908- D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  Date.  MS-63 . 195 

1908-D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  Date.  AU-58 . 145 

1908-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces.  700 
1908-S  AU-55 . 175 

1908- S  AU-50 . 159 

1909- S  EF40 . 195 

1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with  delicate 

champagne  toning . 750 

1911  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  beautiful  gem. 

Rare  so  nice . 725 

1912- D  AU-50 . 59 

1913  MS-60 . 99 

1913- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  One  of  the  rarest  of 

all  later  date  Barber  dimes.  Just  purchased,  this 
is  a  gorgeous  gem! . 1,275 

1914  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 250 

1914  MS-60 . 99 

1914- D  AU-50 . 59 

1916-S  Barber.  MS-60  Attractively  toned . 99 


Mercury  Dimes 


1916  Mercury,  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1916  Mercury  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 110 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC),  Brilliant . 95 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  bril¬ 
liant  and  the  reverse  is  deeply  toned . 52 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  toning.  45 
1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is 

deeply  toned  and  the  reverse  is  brilliant . 46 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  toning. .  46 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63.  (PCGS),  Brilliant . 39 

1916-D  Mercury.  VG-8  (PCGS),  Key  issue  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 775 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  535 

1916- S  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1917- D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Delicate  gold  toning. .  475 

191 7-D  MS-63  FB.  A  splendid  specimen  with  delicate 

toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  find  anywhere.  770 

1917-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. ..  770 

1917-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 395 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1917- S  MS^6  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1918D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1918D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 385 

1918- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 

frosty,  lustrous  piece  you’ll  be  proud  to  own  and 
display . 795 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning.  Diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  in  such  beautiful  preservation.  425 

1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  blue  and  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 425 


1919-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Deeply 
frosty.  One  of  the  nicest  1919-D  dimes  you'll  find 
anywhere . 725 

1919- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Golden  peripheral  toning  on 

obverse  with  deep  blue  and  gold  toning  on  re¬ 
verse . 435 

1920- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  irides¬ 

cence  on  satiny  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal  lor  the 
grade . 595 

1920-D  MS-63.  Pale  rose  toning . 350 

1920-S  M863  FB.  Brilliant . 995 

1920-S  MS-63  Brilliant . 325 

1923  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  245 

1923- S  MS-62  FB.  Brilliant . 385 

Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  lOt 

1924- D  MS<5  FB  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen  of  this 

mintmark  variety.  We  have  never  owned  a  nicer 
one! . 3,295 

1924-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  toning  at  the  rims. 

Brillitmt  and  beautiful . 665 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1924- S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 699 

Superb  Gem  1925-D  Dime 

1925- D  MS66  FB  (PCGS),  Light  rose  toning.  A  su¬ 

perb  gem  specimen  equaled  in  quality  by  few 
others  in  existence  anywhere.  11  you  are  a  con¬ 
noisseur  of  the  Mercury  dime  series  and  want  a 
show-stopper,  this  is  for  you! . 5,395 

1925- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  As 

nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 
Quality! . 1,595 

1926  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 119 

1926-D  of  Exceptioual  Quality 

1926- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Sharply  struck.  Seldom  seen  in  this  combination 
of  high  technical  grade,  sharp  strike,  cUid  pleas¬ 
ing  visual  appeal . 2,695 

1926-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beautiful  with 

just  a  whisper  of  toning . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Attractive  light  toning,295 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty . 295 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1926- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  prime 
rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade  level. ...  1,875 

1927  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  light 
gold  toning.  Not  rare,  but  certainly  beautiful!105 

1927- D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 695 

1927- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning.  695 

1928  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 300 

1928- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 475 

1928- S  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 525 

1928S  MS44  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  gold.315 
1928S  MS-63  FB  Brilliant . 395 

1929- S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 435 

1930  MS64  FB  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 99 

1931  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Relatively  low- 

mintage  Philadelphia  Mint  date . 650 

1931-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem. 
Low  mintage,  too!  We  bought  a  pair  of  these;  add 

one  to  your  cabinet  for  only . 695 

1931-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


1934  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1934- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to 

find  with  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 
quality.  A  showpiece  among  Mercury  dimes  of 
this  decade . 1.050 

1935- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1936- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1937  Prool-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  toning . 395 

1937  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 35 

1937  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 25 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently 

bought  a  small  group  and  they  are  selling  fast. 
Order  now  to  get  one . 179 

1937- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 149 

1938- D  M866  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1938-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1938-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 55 

1938-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Only  a  tiny  proportion 

of  examples  seen  are  of  such  outstanding  qual¬ 
ity . 265 

1938- S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 265 

1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1939- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces . 465 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS),  Brilliant . 39 

1940- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 24 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1941- S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 59 

1941- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942/lD  VF-30 . 385 

1942  M8^6  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1942- D  Roll  of  50  pieces.  MS-64  to  65 .  595 

1942- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Just  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing . 310 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1943- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1943- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944  M8«0,  Brilliant . 7 

1944- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 64 

1944-D  M866  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944-D  MS63,‘ Brilliant . 10 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of  sev¬ 
eral  dozen  sparkling  beauties,  and  they  are 
selling  fast.  Buy  one  for: . 16 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1944-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


1945  MS-64  FB  (ANACS).  Pale  golden  toning.  An 
important  rarity  when  the  “Full  Bands”  feature  is 
unequivocally  displayed;  almost  all  1945  dimes 
seen  show  flatness  at  their  central  bands.  1,095 


1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


This  &  That 

CHICAGO:  It  has  been  quite  a  few  years  since  we've  been  in  the  downtown  or 
"Loop"  section  of  Chicago,  although  we've  been  at  the  outlying  O'Hare  Airport 
too  many  times  to  count.  Recently,  we  were  downtown  at  the  PNG-PCGS  Super 
Show  at  the  Chicago  Hilton  and  Towers  Hotel  on  South  Michigan  Avenue. 
"Towers"  is  a  term  we  believe  Sheraton  originated  a  few  years  back  to  add  to  hotel 
names  to  make  them  sound  fancy,  sort  of.  Apparently,  it  means  that  a  hotel  has 
more  than  one  floor.  The  Chicago  Hilton  and  Towers  used  to  be  called  the  Conrad 
Hilton  Hotel  and,  before  that,  dating  back  to  1927,  the  Stevens  Hotel.  Meanwhile, 
the  old  Congress  Hotel  up  the  street  (where  we  first  stayed  in  1956  when  the  ANA 
Convention  was  held  there,  the  so-called  CHi-ANA  Show]  now  sports  a  "Ramada" 
sign.  PNG  and  the  PCGS  put  on  a  show  with  more  amenities  and  attractions  than 
could  be  easily  counted,  but  the  attendance  was  very  low— which  seems  to  be  about 
par  for  many  coin  shows  these  days.  We  guess  with  all  of  the  coin  buying  activities 
through  weekly  and  monthly  papers,  dealer  catalogues,  auctions,  the  Internet — and 
you  name  it— the  desire  for  the  typical  numismatist  to  hop  on  an  airplane,  travel 
a  thousand  miles,  and  stay  in  a  hotel  for  a  few  days  isn't  what  it  once  was.  Anyway, 
we  did  get  a  chance  to  dine  at  some  really  nice  restaurants  including  the  Chop 
House  (which  advertises  as  the  second  best  steak  house  in  America]  and  Mullins'. 
Then  we*went  to  the  outskirts  to  visit  a  fine  friend  who  collects  music  boxes,  coin- 
operated  pianos,  and  other  such  things  (which  we've  enjoyed  for  many  years]  and 
who  has  a  memorable  Wurlitzer  theatre  pipe  organ  (which  dwarfs  the  tiny  six-rank 
Wurlitzer  in  our  own  reference  library,  which  we  enjoy  listening  to  when  reading 
and  looking  for  books];  dinner  that  day  was  at  a  nice  German  restaurant  called 
Fritzl's,  which  has  a  section  on  the  menu  titled  "Fritzl's  Schnitzels."  End  of 
numismatic-musical  travel  report. 

-.ijL 

ATTHE  CHICAGO  SHOW  we  had  a  nice  conversation  with  the  gentleman  who 
bought  from  us  the  Norweb  Collection  specimen  of  the  George  Washington 
engraved  silver  peace  medal  a  number  of  years  ago.  We  still  remember  this 
handsome  and  historical  rarity.  We  also  re-visited  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  not 
the  recently-sold  Eliasberg  specimen,  but  the  one  we  featured  in  our  Rare  Coin 
Reviewback  in  1975,  which  is  now  owned  by  Greg  Roberts  and  the  crew  at  Spectrum 
Numismatics,  who  brought  it  to  the  show  for  exhibit.  The  Eliasberg  Collection  was 
still  probably  Topic  No.  I  of  conversation,  with  more  than  just  a  few  participants 
thanking  us  for  conducting  it.  Now,  1  ask;  In  how  many  businesses  do  clients  thank 
the  business  owners  for  allowing  them  to  spend  their  money?! 

M  .m  :t  :f- 

UPWARD  TREND:  More  families  than  ever  before  are  saying  grace  before 
meals,  some  63%  currently  according  to  a  CNN/  USA  Today  poll,  this  showing 
a  sharp  increase  from  43%  in  1947.  This  reminds  your  editor  of  an  interesting 
story.  About  20  years  ago  one  of  our  staffers,  Carl  Stephens,  finished  dinner  in 
a  restaurant  and  asked  for  the  bill,  whereupon  the  waiter  told  him  that  the  bill  had 
been  taken  care  of— by  a  stranger  seated  nearby,  who  had  noted  Carl  saying  grace 
before  his  meal,  and  was  impressed. 

.«.  a 

INTERESTING  TITLE:  We  just  encountered  mention  of  a  book  by  Carol  and 
Richard  Smyth  titled  Pa/YsbyCompar/son.  The  subject  is  sand  pails  and  children's  toys. 
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Coin  Men 

Test  Your  Numismatic  Knowledge 

Not  so  long  ago  we  ran  a  Coin  Quiz  featuring  "coin  ladies."  In  the  interest  of  gender  neutrality  it  is  only 
fair  that  we  give  men  an  equal  chance.  Hence,  this  issue's  topic.  We  give  clues  concerning  five  different  United 
States  "coin  men"  or  coins  related  to  them.  How  many  can  you  identify?  Get  three  or  more  right,  and  you  are 
doing  well.  Get  four  right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert  class.  Get  all  five  correct,  and  you  deserve  a  copy  of  Who's 
Who  in  American  Numismatics  (if  anyone  ever  writes  such  a  book).  Answers  are  given  at  the  end. 


194S-D  MS<5.  Brilliant  and  we  offer  it  at  this  spe¬ 
cial  price! . 16 

1945-D  MS^.  Brilliant . 12 

1945-D  MS.63.  Brilliant . 10 

1945-S  MS^  FB  (ANACS),  Light  lilac  toning. ..  224 
1945-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning.  224 
194S-S  MS65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 


20^  PIECES 


1875  AU-58,  prooflike.  Quite  possibly  a  Proof  that 
was  spent  (if  so,  proi>er  nomenclature  would  be 
Proof-58).  A  beauty! . 445 

1875  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1875-CC  EF45.  Lightly  toned . 329 

1875-S  AU-58  (NGC).  The  fields  are  lustrous  and,  on 

their  own,  if  graded  septirately,  would  be  MS-60 

or  finer.  You'll  really  like  this  one! . 435 

1875-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Golden  gray  iridescence.  No¬ 
table  as  the  only  20-cent  issue  struck  at  the  San 

Francisco  Mint . 375 

1875-S  AU-50.  Pleasing  pastel  gold  surfaces. ..  350 

1876  AU-50  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 525 


QUARTER  DOLLARS 

Classic  1796  Quarter  Dollar 
1796  Browning-2.  Rarity-3.  High  6.  AU-53  (PCGS). 
Always  popular.  The  key  “type”  issue  of  the  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  design;  the  only  year  combining  the 
Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  Small  Eagle  re¬ 


verse . 19,950 

1805  B-2.  VG-8 . 265 

1806/5  B-1.  F-12  (PCGS).  Popular  over'date . 465 

1806  B-3.  F-15  (PCGS) . 475 

1818  B-2.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 1,295 

1818  B-2.  F-15 . 175 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  EF40.  Light  golden  and  gray  ton¬ 
ing . 695 

1818  B4.  VF-20 . 295 

1818  B4.  F-15 . 185 

1818  B-7.  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 

1818  B-10.  EF40 . 725 

1819  B-1.  Rarity4.  F-12 . 189 

1819  B-3.  F-15t . 165 

1820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 195 

1821  B-1.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 .  275 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1822  B-1.  AU-53.  Nicely  toned  in  sea  green,  rose 

and  gold . 1,795 

1822  B-1.  VF-35  (ANACS) . 425 

1822  B-1.  VF-25  (NGC) . 395 

1824/2  B-1.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 495 

1825  B-1.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 .  625 

1825  B-2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Pleasing  gold  toning.  1,350 

1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 350 

1825  B-3.  VF-20  (PCGS) . 275 

1828  B-1.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 250 

1828  B4.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 350 

1831  B-6.  Rarity4.  EF45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 

1833  B-1.  EF45  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 375 

1834  B4.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Gorgeous  light  iridescent 

toning . 525 


1835  B-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  and  attractive,  with 
just  a  hint  of  delicate  champagne  iridescence. 
The  piece  offered  here  rcmks  among  the  finest 
known  judging  from  the  Condition  Census  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  recent  update  of  the  Browning 

quarter  dollar  book:  64-63-60-60-60-60 .  1,195 

1835  B-6.  Rarity4+.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Condition  cen¬ 
sus . . . 895 

1838  B-1.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lovely  orange-gold  and 
pewter  gray  Iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  A 
tiny  drift  mark  near  the  fourth  obverse  star. 
Coined  during  the  fined  year  of  the  Capped  Bust 
design  type . 1,250 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
and  well  struck.  In  perennial  demand  as  the  only 
year  of  its  type,  combining  arrows  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  with  rays  on  the  reverse . 1,300 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep  golden 
peripheral  toning  with  light  gray  surfaces.  425 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 375 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning . 325 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  325 
1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brillicmt. 

Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade  level . 1,495 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen  just  added  to  our  stock  and  offered 
here  for  the  first  time.  First  of  two  years  with 
arrows  at  the  date  and  without  rays  on  the  re¬ 


verse . 1,395 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 1,395 

1857  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set. 

Seemingly  too  cheap  at  only . 525 

1861-S  VF-20.  Rare  in  all  grades . 260 

1867  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  A  key  date  In 

any  grade . 750 

Superb  Gem  1872-S  25< 

Finest  Certifled  of  this  Rarity 


1872-S  MS-65  (NGQ.  We  are  pleased  to  offer  one 
of  the  most  important  Liberty  Seated  quarter 
dollars  ever  to  be  presented  In  our  catalogues — 
a  brilliant,  lustrous,  sparkling  gem  specimen  with 
light  golden  toning  around  the  borders,  the  fin¬ 
est  certified  specimen  of  the  issue.  This  gem 
MS65  combines  incredible  beauty  and  quality 
with  great  rarity.  This  will  be  a  centerpiece  In 


1.  Born  in  Lithuania  in  1884,  he  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
While  working  in  a  shoe  store  he  dabbled 
in  coins  part  time.  His  first  advertise¬ 
ment  appeared  in  1903.  Within  a  few 
years  his  innovative  advertising  and 
colorful  personality  projected  him  to 
the  front  rank  of  dealers.  He  actually 
had  two  separate  but  related  businesses. 
The  first,  which  went  under  different 
names  including  the  Star  Rare  Coin 
Company  and  the  Numismatic  Bank  of 
Texas,  sold  copies  of  the  Star  Rare  Coin 
Encyclopedia  to  the  public  for  $1  (price 
later  increased]  each.  These  were  dis¬ 
pensed  by  the  millions  of  hopeful  buy¬ 
ers  who  dreamed  of  finding  in  change  a 
1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  or  an  1804 
silver  dollar.  At  one  time  mail  from  the 
public  addressed  to  him  accounted  for 
more  than  half  the  business  of  the  Fort 
Worth  Post  Office.  His  other  orienta¬ 
tion  was  toward  the  numismatic  com¬ 
munity.  Over  a  period  of  years  he  sold 
many  of  the  most  important  collections 
ever  assembled,  including  those  of 
Granberg,Ten  Eyck,  Dunham,  Atwater, 
and  Neil.  He  also  handled  the  famous 
“Waldo  C.  Newcomer  Collection  on 
consignment.  Without  question  this 
"coin  man"  can  be  characterized  as  the 
most  colorful  and  most  prominent  pro¬ 
fessional  numismatist  on  the  American 
scene  during  the  first  half  of  the  20th 
century.  His  death  came  in  1957. 

a.  Barney  Bluestone. 

b.  S.  Hudson  Chapman. 

c  B.  Max  Mehl. 

d.  Richard  S.  Yeoman. 

2.  Among  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt's  accomplishments  and  things 


your  collection . 29,500 

1873  Arrows.  MS63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Al¬ 
ways  In  demand  for  inclusion  in  type  sets. .  1,395 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  With  gor¬ 

geous  satiny  mint  lustre  accented  with  delicate 
golden  toning  around  the  rims . 1,550 

1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  rainbow  toning 

around  the  periphery.  In  a  word,  nice . 750 

1875  VF-20 . 30 

1875- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 365 

1876- CC  EF40 . 65 

1877- CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 675 

1877-S  MS64  (PCGS) . 750 

1882  EF40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  date,  as  tire  most 
of  this  era . 365 

1884  MS64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  at¬ 
tractive  toning  cu-ound  the  rims . 1,975 

1885  MS64.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 

issue  in  gem  business  strike  format.  A  prize  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialist . 1,850 

1885  AU-55  (NGC).  Seldom  seen  in  any  business 
strike  grade . 485 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  ctfe 

frosty  and  the  fields  ate  satiny.  A  handsome  ex¬ 
ample  coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  Seated 
Liberty  design  t5T)e . 550 

1891- S  AU-50.  Deeply  toned . 237 

Barber  Quarters 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1892  Type  II.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1892- 0  Type  I.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 775 

1893- 0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 

1893-0  AU-50 . 155 

1893- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  blue  and  gold 

hues.  A  gorgeous  specimen . 350 

1894- 0  AU-50 . 195 

1894- S  AU-53 . 185 

1895  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  gem  with  frosty 

cameo  letters  and  motifs.  Certainly,  this  is  one 
of  the  very  finest  surviving  from  a  mintage  of  just 
880  pieces.  An  ideal  combination  of  high  techni¬ 
cal  grade  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal.  One  has 
to  do  a  lot  of  cherrypicking  to  find  quality  such 
as  this! . 1,600 

1895- 0  Breen4145.  AU-55.  Mintmark  loo  far  to  the 

right;  interesting . 279 

189SS  AU-55 .  295 

1896  MS64.  Light  golden  toning.  Far  above  average 

in  quality . 595 

Mint  State  1896-0  Rarity 

1896- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  sptecl- 

men  of  one  of  the  most  highly  prized  rarities  in 
the  Barber  quarter  series.  Very  elusive  at  this 
level . 3,800 


remembered  today  are  trust-busting,  the 
passage  of  the  Pure  Food  and  Drug  Act, 
the  inspiration  for  the  teddy  bear  (still 
going  strong  in  1997],  the  conduct  of 
affairs  and  events  at  the  White  House  in  a 
manner  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  office  of 
president  and  the  institution  (something 
certain  later  occupants  found  a  bit  hard  to 
do],  the  expression,  "Bully!,"  the  Rough 
Riders  at  San  Juan  Hill,  his  "pet  crime"  (as 
he  called  it]  with  the  production  of  the 
MCMVll  (1907]  High  Relief  $20  gold  coin, 
his  Sagamore  Hill  residence,  the  antics  of 
daughter  Alice,  his  dislike  of  the  motto  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  on  coinage,  and  more,  in 
order  to  find  his  image  today  on  a  U.S. 
legal  tender  coin  we  need  to  locate  a; 

a.  1991  Mount  Rushmore  half  dollar. 

b.  1921  silver  dollar. 

c.  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar. 

d.  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition 

gold  dollar. 

3.  Over  the  years  quite  a  few  tokens 
and  medals  have  been  issued  honoring  this 
famous  American  historical  figure.  Among 
the  sentiments  expressed  on  such  pieces 
are  these  inscriptions:  A  MAN  HE  WAS 
TO  ALL  HIS  COUNTRY  DEAR;  HOW 
ABJECT  EUROPE'S  KINGS  APPEAR  BY 
THE  SIGHT  OF  SUCH  A  MAN;  WHILE 
WE  ENJOY  THE  FRUIT,  LET  US  NOT 
FORGET  HIM  THAT  PLANTED  THE 
TREE;  HE  IS  IN  GLORY,  THE  WORLD  IN 
TEARS;  PROVIDENCE  LEFT  HIM  CHILD¬ 
LESS  THAT  THE  NATION  MIGHT  CALL 
HIM  FATHER;  and  TIME  INCREASES  HIS 
FAML 

a.  Benjamin  Franklin. 

b.  Abraham  Lincoln. 

c.  George  Washington. 

d.  John  F.  Kennedy. 


1899-0  AU-50 . 259 

1899- S  AU-50 . 225 

1900  AU-50 . 129 

1900- S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 199 

190O-S  AU-50 . 139 

1902  EF45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1902-0  EF45 . 125 

1904  AU-50 . 129 

1904-0  AU-50 . 419 

1904-0  EF40 . 195 

1904-0  VF-35 . 119 

1905  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 135 

1905  EF40 . 70 

1906  EF40 . 69 

1907- 0  Au-58  (PCGS) . 185 

1908- D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Ughtly  toned . 135 

1909  AU-50 . 129 

1909- D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 165 

1909-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 165 


191 1-S  MS64.(PCGS).  Brilliant.  With  superb,  satiny 
fields  that  on  their  own  could  be  graded  MS-67! 
One  of  the  nicest  Mint  State  Barber  quarters  we 
have  ever  seen  of  this  issue.  A  prize  coin,  a  piece 
the  connoisseur  will  enjoy  owning . 1,495 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  bril¬ 
liant . 1,395 

1913  Proof65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  of  selected 

quality,  but,  then,  you  know  as  a  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena  client  that  quality  is  very  important .  1,895 

19l'3-D  MS60.  Light  golden  toning . 269 

1914- D  AU-50 . 119 

1915- D  AU-55 . 129 

1915-S  AU-50 . 199 

1916D  Barber.  AU-55 . 129 

1916D  Barber.  AU-50 . 119 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

1917  Type  L  MS66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  Standing  Liberty 

quarters  ever  to  pass  under  our  view . 1,750 

1917  Type  I.  MS64  FH.  Brilliant . 415 

1917  Type  1.  MS64.  Brilliant . 350 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS64  FH.  Brilliant . 850 

1917-D  Type  1.  MS64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1917-S  Type  11.  MS65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  excep¬ 
tionally  nice  coin . 1,095 

1917-S  Type  n.  MS64  FH  (NGC).  A  sharp,  brilliant, 
and  fully  lustrous  gem,  one  of  the  finest  we  have 

seen  or  handled.  Rare  so  fine . 1,495 

Classic  1918/7-S  Rarity 
1918/7-8  EF45  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this 
classic  issue.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  see 
at  this  grade  level . 4,650 


4,  Over  the  years  quite  a  few  men 
have  been  depicted  on  commemorative 
half  dollars.  Which  of  the  following 
individuals  has  NOT  been  shown? 

a.  Sen.  Joseph  Robinson. 

b.  Alexander  Hamilton. 

c.  Christopher  Columbus. 

d.  Calvin  Coolidge. 

5.  Any  listing  of  numismatic  "greats" 
would  of  necessity  have  to  include  this 
gentleman,  who  early  in  his  career  was  a 
banker  in  Connecticut  He  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  numismatics,  and  at  one  time  was 
connected  with  Edgar  H.  Adams  in  con¬ 
ducting  of  the  U.S.  Coin  Company.  In  1921 
he  negotiated  the  purchase  of  the  James 
W.  Ellsworth  Collection  for  $100,000 
from  art  dealers  Knoedler  at  Co.,  dividing 
the  deal  with  collector  John  W.  Garrett. 
Later,  he  became  coin  manager  for  the 
Scott  Stamp  6(  Coin  Co.,  New  York  City. 
In  the  early  1930s  he  created  the  first 
significant  regularly-issued  publication  with 
prices  and  information.  The  Standard 
Catalogue  ofU.S.  Co/ns(titles  varied]  and 
in  the  same  decade  launched  what  became 
an  immensely  popular  series  of  "Na¬ 
tional"  coin  album  pages.  In  the  1950s  he 
financed  the  research  of  young  Walter 
Breen  in  the  National  Archives  and  else¬ 
where  and  acted  as  a  mentor  to  John  J. 
Ford,  Jr.  He  maintained  homes  in  New 
York  Qty  and  at  Montauk  on  the  tip  of 
Long  Island. 

a.  Ard  W.  Browning. 

b.  Lee  F.  Hewitt. 

c.  Gulian  C.  Verpianck. 

d.  Wayte  Raymond. 


1918-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  Not 
easy  to  find  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 

high  quality . 725 

1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  sparkling 

gem . 725 

1918-D  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  mintmark . 1,195 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  pde 
golden  peripheral  toning . 650 

1918- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1919- D  AU-50 . 475 

1919- S  VF-30 .  285 

1920- S  MS64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 

frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 
issue . 1,350 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Highly  acclaimed  as  a  key 
issue.  A  beautiful  specimen  that  is  guaranteed  to 

please  (as  always) . 1,295 

1921  AU-50.  Attractive  with  light  toning . 350 

1921  VF-35.  Scarce  date.  Another  of  our  hundreds 
of  new  purchases . 225 

1923  MS-62.  Brilliant . 129 

1923-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rarest 

issues  in  the  series . 615 

1923-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Among  the  scarcest  San 

Francisco  Mint  issues  in  all  grades . 525 

1923-S  EF40. ..- . 435 

1923-S  VF-30 .  395 

1923- S  VF-20 . 325 

1924  MS65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1924- D  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1924-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  You’ll  be  pleased  with  the 

quality . 195 

1924-S  MS64.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1925  MS64.  FH  Brilliant . 395 

1926  MS62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1926D  MS63  (ANACS).  Ught  gold  toning.  The  1926 

D  is  ever  popular  due  to  its  low  mintage  (but  quite 
a  few  were  saved,  so  there  are  enough  around  that 

the  variety  is  quite  inexpensive  today) . 145 

1926D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces.145 
1926-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 
golden  toning . 125 


•p-S  'qir  'B-3  '>1  :s^i3MSNV 


1896-0  AU-58  (NGC).  A  classic  issue  among  Barber 
quarters.  Rare  and  always  in  demand . 825 
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The  Coin  Collector  A  June  23, 1997 


Picks  of  the 


Let*s  move  them  out  of  here! 


Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  10^ 


1924-D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen 
of  this  mintmark  variety.  We  have  never 
owned  a  nicer  one!  Was  $3,295 

Now . $2,500 


Carolina  Elephant  Token  Rarity 
O  Over  E  Variety 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  VG-8 

(PCGS).  Variety  with  O  over  E  in  PROPRI¬ 
ETORS  (first  misspelled  as  PROPRIETERS 
and  then  corrected).  Attractive  light  brown 
surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear.  A  very  hand¬ 
some  specimen.  Elephant  well  defined  on 
obverse.  Reverse  with  most  lettering  clear, 
and  with  the  O  over  E  feature  well  defined. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  famous  rarities  in  the 
early  colonial  series,  and  over  the  years  when¬ 
ever  a  specimen  has  been  offered  it  has 
created  a  great  deal  of  attention.  The  present 
very  attractive,  coin  will  be  a  centerpiece  in 
the  collection  of  its  next  owner.  Was  $3,750 
Now . $3,450 


Marvelous  1933-$  Half  Dollar 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  frosty 
gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  one 
of  the  finest  1933-S  half  doOars  in  existence. 
Was  $3,595  Now - $3,000 


Blazing  Proof-63  1871  $1 


1871  Proof-63.  A  handsome,  brilliant  example. 
The  devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the 
fields  are  glittering  minors.  Ideal  for  either  a  type 
or  date  set.  Was  $2,850  Now ........  $2300 


Collectors’ 

Comments 

A  Great  $3  Gold  Rece 

'The  1854  $3  that  you  sent  filled 
the  spot  exactly.  It  was  nicer  than  I  had 
hoped  [and  I  have  come  to  hold  your 
company  to  especially  high  expecta¬ 
tions],  and  the  price  was  right,  too." 
— W.V. 

QlffMbhler 
(of  Numismatic  News*7 
Wiites 

"I  always  enjoy  exploring  perspec¬ 
tives  of  collecting  instincts  and  inclina¬ 
tions,  with  commercial  considerations 
largely  dismissed,  as  that  delivers  one  to 
the  pure  'bottom  line'  of  a  hobby  pursuit 

"I  think  we  both  enjoy  our  hobby 
interests  very  much,  finding  them  both 
restful  and  rewarding,  and  pleased  that 
we  are  able  to  enjoy  a  career  in  their 
pursuit"!  know  I  certainly  do,  and  I  see 
every  evidence  that  you  do  so  as  well." 

On  the  Way  to  Paris 

"I  am  leaving  tomorrow  for  Paris 
and  will  be  spending  a  few  weeks  on 
the  European  continent  I  am  taking 
along  the  last  two  issues  of  your  Rare 
Coin  Review  and  several  of  your  Coin 
Collector,  to  catch  up  on  my  reading. 
Don't  be  surprised  if  you  get  a  faxed 
order  from  France  in  a  couple  of  days. 

"I  like  Morgan  dollars  best,  but 
now  that  I  have  a  good  start,  I  am 
thinking  about  buying  some  Liberty 
Seated  coins,  maybe  one  each  of  the 
several  denominations,  to  see  what 
they  'look'  and  'feel'  like. 

'Thanks  for  your  everlastingly  high 
quality  and  good  service."  — H.H. 

"it  Takes  a  Pro" 

"It  takes  a  pro  to  pick  out  quality 
large  cents,  and  I  congratulate  you  on 
the  quality  you  deliver.  It  makes  buy¬ 
ing  large  cents  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  a  real  pleasure.  I  look  forward 
to  each  shipment."  — L.R. 


More  on  the 
(7.5.5.  North  Carolina 

Thanks  to  John  C.  janeczek,  Charles  A. 
Jednorski,  John  M.  [Mike]  Wallace,  Hester 
Langstreth,  David  W.  Lange,  and  others 
for  information  about  this  battleship,  which 
we  mentioned  a  few  issues  ago.  David 
Lange  had  this  to  say: 

"Once  again,  one  of  your  publications 
has  hit  on  an  interest  of  mine  which 
extends  beyond  numismatics.  I'm  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  student  of  the  US  Navy  as  it 
existed  during  the  first  half  of  the  present 
century,  and  my  home  is  decorated  with 
photographs  and  models  of  battleships. 
Your  short  item  relating  how  the  USS 
North  Carolina  was  launched  in  1941  with 
a  Proof  set  beneath  her  mast  immediately 
sent  me  delving  through  my  library  to  see 
if  anything  further  was  published  about 
this  bit  of  trivia. 

"While  I  found  no  mention  of  coins 
being  placed  beneath  North  Carolina's 
mast,  this  activity  was  indeed  a  tradition 
for  generations.  It  may  well  have  been 
performed  for  this  ship  too,  though  prob¬ 
ably  not  at  her  launching.  Battleship  North 
Carolina  [designated  BB-5S]  was  autho¬ 
rized  in  the  Navy's  budget  for  fiscal  year 
1938,  and  her  hull  was  laid  down  October 
27, 1937.  She  wasn't  launched  until  June  of 
1940,  with  her  commissioning  as  a  US 
Navy  ship  not  occurring  until  April  9, 1941. 
This  may  have  been  the  actual  occasion  for 
presenting  the  ship  with  a  1941-dated  Proof 
set,  though  it  would  have  been  impossible 
at  that  time  to  place  it  under  her  already 
mounted  mast. 

"The  first  American  battleship  com¬ 
missioned  since  1923,  BB-55  was  also  the 
first  modern  battleship  in  the  US  Navy, 
earning  her  the  nickname  "Showboat."  Her 
armor  plating  was  designed  to  resist  the  16- 
inch  diameter  shells  then  in  use,  and  her 
gun  sighting  and  range  finding  were  per¬ 
formed  with  radar,  rather  than  with  the 
optical  instruments  typical  of  older  ships. 
Serving  throughout  World  War  II,  North 
Carolina  earned  12  battle  stars,  second 
only  in  number  to  her  sisters  Washington 
and  South  Dakota. 

'To  answer  your  question  of  whatever 
happened  to  this  fine  ship,  she  is  long 
retired  and  now  open  to  the  public  on  the 
Cape  Fear  River  in  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina.  Alongside  is  a  Battleship  Memo¬ 
rial  Museum,  containing  artifacts  of  the 
ship  and  an  interpretive  presentation.  I 
haven't  yet  had  the  opportunity  to  visit 
this  site,  but  if  the  1941  Proof  set  survives 
anywhere,  it  is  probably  held  by  the 
museum." 

Charles  Jednorski  added: 

"After  decommissioning,  she  was  placed 
in  the  mothball  reserve  fleet  and  would 
have  ended  up  as  scrap  metal  except  for  a 
dedicated  campaign  by  the  state  of  North 
Carolina  to  save  her.  School  children 
throughout  the  state  collected  dimes  for 
her  purchase.  The  ship  was  brought  to 
Wilmington  and  permanently  moored  on 
the  Cape  Fear  River. 

"The  'Showboat'  is  probably  the  best 
preserved  and  reconditioned  navy  ship 
on  display  in  the  country.  She  is  open  for 
tours  the  year  round  and  a  sound  and 
light  show  telling  her  story  is  given  every 
night  from  June  through  Labor  Day.  Like 
the  carrier  Yorktown  in  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  these  ships  are  looked  after  and 
loved  by  ex-shipmates  and  interested 
volunteers  who  give  many  hours  of  free 
time.  They  are  living  symbols  of  our  past 
fights  to  defend  our  freedom  and  one 
gets  a  better,  closer  understanding  of 
what  it  meant  for  their  crews  to  go  into 
harm's  way. 

"The  Proof  set  is  probably  still  set 
under  the  superstructure  of  the  "Show- 
boat,"  probably  close  to  where  the  for¬ 
ward  funnel  meets  the  main  deck.  When  I 
again  visit  the  ship  I  will  inquire  about  the 
placement  of  the  set  and  of  its  present 
whereabouts  if  it  was  removed." 


To  Order 
Call  Toll-free 
1-800-222-5993 


Call  1-800-222-5993  to  place  your  order  today! 


The  Book  Corner 

The  Reviews  Are  Pouring  In! 
Here's  what  "they"  have  to  say: 


David  Hall  (of  PCGS)  Writes 

“1  just  finished 
reading  American 
Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards.  All  I’ve  got  to 
say  is  that  the  REAL 
American  coin  trea¬ 
sure  is  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers.  Once  again  you 
have  not  only  thor¬ 
oughly  entertained 
but  you  have  also 
added  to  the  body  of 
rare  coin  research 
knowledge.  Every 
time  1  read  one  of  your 
books,  it  reminds  me 
of  why  1  still  love  rare 
coins.” 

Dean  B.  Likes 
Our  Book 

Today  1  received 
your  book  American 
Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards.  The  few  sto¬ 
ries  that  1  have  read 
so  far  are  great.  The 
first  one  1  turned  to, 
by  merely  letting  the 
book  open  on  its  own, 
was  ‘Hidden  in  a  Stair¬ 
case.’  page  145. 1  occa¬ 
sionally  come  across 
abandoned  houses 
and  barns  and  some¬ 
times  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  rummage 
around  in  them.  So  far 
no  gold  or  silver,  only 
rusty  tools,  broken 
cups  and  plates,  ani¬ 
mal  remains,  and  even 
the  proverbial  ‘crock.’ 
which  is  now  factual 
to  me.  It  gives  me 
hope  for  the  ‘pot  of 
gold’  at  the  end  of  the 
rainbow.  Again,  thanks  very  much.” 


.Imnicaii _ 

Coin  Treasure.s 


American  Coin 

Treasures  and 
Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Twenty-two  profusely  illus¬ 
trated  chapters  are  divided 
into  stories  of  discovered  trea¬ 
sures  and  hoards,  and  de¬ 
scribe  hundreds  of  different  is¬ 
sues  from  all  over  the  numis¬ 
matic  spectrum. 

Deluxe  Hardbound,  Stock 
No.  BBM-404. 

$59*® 

(pins  shipping  and  handling) 

Order  yours  today! 


James  R.  Barry  Writes 

“I  recently  re¬ 
ceived  your  new  book 
American  Coin  Trea¬ 
sures  and  Hoards.  As  a 
coin  collector,  metal 
detectorist,  and  histo¬ 
rian,  I  have  to  say, 
your  latest  volume  ex¬ 
ceeds  all  expectations. 
This  is  a  superb  book 
and  must  reading  for 
all  those  who  enjoy 
coins  and  the  history 
that  relates  to  them.  I 
believe  you  have  set  a 
new  standard  for  en¬ 
joyable  reading. 

“Your  book  will  re¬ 
main  a  valued  addition 
to  my  library.  Con¬ 
gratulations  and 
thanks  for  writing 
such  a  definitive 
work,” 

A  Letter  from 
a  Friend  at 
Harvard 

“I  hope  this  letter 
finds  you  well.  It  is 
wonderful  that  the 
Eliasberg  auction  was 
such  a  great  success. 

“I  am  writing 
about  your  ‘Trea¬ 
sures’  book.  Since  it 
arrived  on  Friday  1 
have  not  been  able  to 
put  it  down.  1  have 
already  read  it  from 
cover  to  cover  and 
will  now  go  back  and 
reread  several  of  the 
treasures  that  1  wish 
I  could  have  been 
part  of. 

“Sincerely,"  — William  Metropolis 


Hie  Coin  Collector  M.  June  23, 1 997 
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Some  Thoughts  on  Successful  Collecting 


AMEUK’AS 

hoiRSAl.  OK  SKMIsaATlOH 


my  education.  In  the  be¬ 
ginning,  1  spent  more 
money  on  books  them  I 
did  on  coins! 

I  soon  discovered 
that  Sylvester  S. 

Crosby’s  1875  book, 

Early  American  Coins, 
had  many  sections  that 
read  like  a  mystery  or 
adventure,  such  as 
the  curious  affairs  at 
Machin’s  Mills,  a  pri¬ 
vate  mint  near 
Newburgh,  NY,  that 
operated  in  the  1790s. 

1  also  read  Dr.  William 
H.  Sheldon’s  1949 
book.  Early  American 
Cents,  and  found  the 
first  several  chapters  to 
be  absolutely  fascinat¬ 
ing.  To  read  Dr. 

Sheldon’s  book  was  to 
want  to  rush  out  and  im¬ 
mediately  buy  a  1 794  copper  cent  to  have 
as  my  very  own! 

Edgar  H.  Adams’  early  20-century  book 
on  private  and  territorial  gold  coins  was 
like  Crosby’s  book;  hard  to  put  down.  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Woodin’s  book  on  pattern  coins 
(with  illustrations  furnished  by  Adams) 
was  light  on  text  and  was  a  “quick  read,” 
but  the  coins  described  there  could  not 
be  learned  about  elsewhere,  and  each  of 
the  over  1,000  coins  seemed  to  be  fasci¬ 
nating. 

Best  of  all,  I  found  that  back  numbers  of 
The  Numismatist  (which  I  obtained  from 
1894  onward;  I  did  not  find  the  early  Issues 
1888-1893),  the  American  Journal  of  Numis¬ 
matics  (1866  to  the  early  20th  century), 
and  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine 
(1935  to  date)  were  a  treasure  trove  of  in¬ 
formation  and,  at  the  same  time,  were  very 
inexpensive.  I  skimmed  each  of  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  back  issues,  and 
stopped  to  read  articles  and  ad¬ 
vertisements  1  found  to  be  in¬ 
teresting.  Along  the  way,  with¬ 
out  even  trying,  I  absorbed  a 
lot  of  knowledge. 

Today  in  1997  the  proce¬ 
dure  is  much  easier.  One 
book,  Walter  Breen ’s  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins,  published  in 
1988  and  still  going  strong 
today  (we’ve  sold  over 
10,000  copies!),  has  be¬ 
tween  its  two  covers  infor¬ 
mation  that  would  take  a 
year  or  more  to  get  fact-by-fact  from  old 
catalogues  and  magazines.  Today  there 
are  specialized  books  on  all  sorts  of 
things.  In  the  early  1950s,  perhaps  l/20th 


as  many  titles  were  in  print  as 
there  are  today! 

If  I  could  not  replace  my  li¬ 
brary,  1  would  not  trade  it  for 
its  weight  in 
gold. 

My  ad¬ 
vice  is  to 
spend  a  few 
hundred  dol¬ 
lars  on  books 
for  starters. 
You  won’t  re¬ 
gret  it! 

GRADES  AND 
PRICES 

What  is  a 
coin  worth?  Is  it 
MS-63  or,  possi¬ 
bly,  could  it  be  stretched  to  be 
called  MS-64?  Is  it  a  good  buy  for 
$250,  or  is  that  one  over  there 
priced  at  $235  a  better  buy?  Is  the 
one  I  see  for  $287.50  grossly  overpriced? 
What  will  the  coin  be  worth  next  year? 

While  such  things  are  interesting,  I  do 
not  consider  them  to  be  important  as  a  fo¬ 
cal  point  in  collecting.  Prices  have  and 
will  always  continue  to  vary.  Grades  are 
arbitrary  descriptions  assigned  to  coins 
that  might  be  interpreted  differently  in 
the  future. 

Anyone  who  concentrates  solely  upon 
prices  and  grades  will  not  have  a  good  time 
collecting  coins.  What  could  be  a  pleasure 
will  turn  into  a  disappointment,  as  there 
will  always  be  some  greener  grass  on  the 
other  side  of  the  fence,  some  “good  deal” 
that  should  have  been  bought,  but  wasn’t; 
some  coin  that  was  bought  for  $400,  but 
could  have  been  bought  for  $350  later,  etc. 
Conversely,  there  will  be  some  coin  listed 
at  $400  today,  but  not  bought,  only  to  rise 
in  price  to  $750  if  you  want  to  buy  one 
down  the  line. 

ABOUT  COIN 
GRADES 

Here  is  what  to 
do  about  grades 
and  prices: 

First  of  all, 
grades  and  prices 
are  an  essential  part 
of  our  market  sys¬ 
tem.  Coin  grades  de¬ 
termine  prices.  And, 
within  a  given  coin 
grade,  prices  do  vary. 

Concerning  grades, 
a  good  way  to  get 
started  is  to  buy  certi¬ 
fied  coins.  Services  such  as  PCGS  (who 
started  the  encapsulation  of  coins  in  1986 
and  remains  the  market  leader),  NGC 


(runner-up,  started  in  1987),  and  ANACS 
(highly  respected,  but  with  a  smaller  mar¬ 
ket  niche)  assign  a  number  to  a  coin,  such 
as  EF-40,  MS-64,  Proof-63,  or  whatever. 

Now,  it  would  be  nice  if  a  number  on  a 
coin  could  determine  its  value  and  desir¬ 
ability.  If  this  were  so,  we  would  never 
have  to  go  on  buying  trips  all  over  the 
country,  we  would  not  have  to  spend 
much  effort,  but  could  simply  pay  $500 
for  PCGS  Coin  X  in  MS-63  grade,  mark  it 
up  to  $600,  make  a  $100  profit,  and  go  on 
to  the  next  coin.  Easy  work,  this. 

However,  reality  is  quite  a  bit  different. 
For  many  coins  (but  not  all)  there  is  much 
more  to  determining  a  coin’s  value  than 
just  the  numerical  grade. 

First  of  all,  let’s  get  rid  of  the 
“but  not  all”  exception. 

There  are  certain  com- 
mon  or  modern 
coins  that  essen¬ 
tially  look  alike. 

If  you  are  buy¬ 
ing  a  1982-S 
Washington 
commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollar 
in  Proof-65 
grade,  just 
about  all  are  the 
same.  Ditto  for 
modern  Proof  sets. 

Similarly,  if  you  answer 
one  of  those  ads  in  financial 
or  investment  publications  offering 
common  date  U.S.  $20  pieces  in,  say,  “Mint 
State,”  within  a  common  low  grade,  such 
as  MS-60,  there  isn’t  much  difference  and, 
anyway,  the  value  is  mainly  determined  by 
the  melt-down  or  bullion  price. 

However.... 

If  you  are  buying  older  United  States 
coins,  especially  ones  that  are  scarce, 
rare,  or  expensive,  there  is  much  more  to 
consider. 

Within  a  given  grade  such  as  MS-63,  a 
coin  cem  be  brilliant  and  lustrous,  or  it 
can  be  dark,  spotted,  and  stained,  or  it 
can  be  delicately  and  attractively  toned. 
To  my  eyes,  if  1  were  offered  three  differ¬ 
ent  specimens  of  an  MS-63  Morgan  dollar, 
1  would  pay  full  price  for  a  brilliant  and 
lustrous  piece,  or  one  that  is  attractively 
toned,  but  would  not  buy  the  stained  and 
spotted  one,  even  for  half  price!  And  yet, 
the  holder  says  only  “MS-63”  and  tells 
nothing  about  quality. 

Moreover,  a  coin  can  be  MS-63,  and 
can  be  very  sharply  struck  (desirable)  or 
poorly  struck  (undesirable,  unless  it  is  a 
1922-D  Lincoln  cent,  but  that’s  another 
story). 

The  planchet  of  the  coin  can  be  of 
high  quality,  or  it  can  be  granular,  irregu¬ 
lar,  or  with  adjustment  marks.  Again,  the 


(continued  from  page  1) 

holder  says  only  “MS-63.” 

WHM  DO  :  DO? 

So,  where  to  from  here?  How  can  1  be 
a  sharp  buyer?  How  can  I  gain  an  advan¬ 
tage? 

The  answer  is  fairly  simple;  Be  particular. 

You  are  lucky,  as  the  majority  of  coin 
buyers  concentrate  on  the  numerical 
grade  and  are  blissfully  unaware  of  the 
other  important  factors.  This  means  that 
if  you  are  “particular,”  “picky,”  or  “fussy” 
when  buying  coins,  you  can  buy  better 
coins  than  others  do! 

How  can  I  tell  about  quality? 

Use  what  I  call  the  “I  like  it  test.”  Look 
at  an  MS-63  Morgan  dollar 
carefully.  To 
your  eyes 
fc. .  is  it  a 


pretty 
coin?  Are 
the  surfaces  at¬ 
tractive?  If  it  is  not,  then 
don’t  buy  it.  Use  your  own  judgment. 
Take  out  a  magnifying  glass  (1  like  a  4X 
glass)  and  check  the  planchet,  the  sharp¬ 
ness  of  the  stars  and  other  features,  and 
its  other  characteristics. 

If  you  find  the  coin  to  be  attractive, 
then  it  becomes  a  candidate  for  purchase. 

Now  comes  the  price  part,  and  here  is 
where  knowledge  is  helpful. 

How  available  in  choice  quality  with  an 
attractive  appearance  is  this  particular  va¬ 
riety? 

The  answer  is  that  there  are  differences, 
and  it  is  worthwhile  to  know  them. 

For  example,  if  you  are  buying  an  MS- 
63  Morgan  dollar  of  1881-S,  and  have  the 
chance  (hypothetical,  for  purposes  of  il¬ 
lustration)  to  see  100  pieces  certified  as 
MS-63  all  lined  up  in  a  row,  you  will  find 
that  for  this  particular  variety,  probably  95 
or  more  are  sharply  struck,  and  75  or 
more  are  attractive  in  appearance.  Buy¬ 
ing  one  of  these  is,  in  popular  parlance,  a 
no-brainer. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  are  buying  an 
1891-0  Morgan  dollar,  and  have  the  same 
100  coins  lined  up,  you  will  find  that  for 
this  particular  variety,  only  5  to  1 0  have  de- 


because 
You  Asked 

We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions  of  interest  in  the  field  of  American 
numismatics.  All  questions  will  be  answered,  and  some  will  be  used  in  this  column. 

prominent  parts  of  it.  The  coin  market  has 
changed  a  lot  since  the  last  edition  was 
I put  out,  and  much  has  happened. 


E  LR.  ASKS:  After  coHeedng  Mor- 
gan  dollars  I  have  dedded  to  build  a 
type  set  of  United  States  silver  coins. 

I  have  two  questions:  How  do  I  know 
S  If  a  coin  is  a  "type"— when  one  "type* 
If  ends  and  another  begins?  Also,  should 
i  pick  the  cheapest  coin  for  each  type, 
or  is  there  some  advantage  for  buying 
rare  dates? 

CC  ANSWERS:  The  Guide  Book  of 
US.  Coins  is  a  good  point  to  start.  Look 


B.RH  ASKS:  I  enfoy  my  copy  of  your 
book,  "A  Buyer's  Guide  to 
the  Rare  Coin  Market,"  and 
wonder  if  you  plan  to  print 
an  updated  version? 

CC  ANSWERS:  A  revised 
edition  is  in  the  works  and  is 
about  50%  completed.  1  will 
probably  retitle  it,  as  the 
contents  will  be  very  revised, 
and,  in  essence,  it  will  be  a 
new  book,  although  some  of  my  favor¬ 
ite  themes  such  as  how  to  be  a  connois¬ 
seur,  how  to  really  enjoy  coins,  how  to 
buy  and  sell  knowledgeably,  etc.,  will  be 


through  the  pages  and  determine  which 
types  interest  you.  There  are  no  hard  and 
fast  rules  as  to  what  a  type  set  should 
include.  As  an  example,  con¬ 
sider  large  copper  cents 
of  the  1793-1857  years. 

A  very  basic  type  set 
might  include  these  vari¬ 
eties: 

1793  Chain  cent. 

1793  Wreath  cent. 

1793-1796  Liberty  Cjp 
cent. 

1796-1807  Draped  Bust 
cent. 

1808-1814  Classic  Head 
cent. 

1816-1839  Matron  Head  cent. 

1839-1857  Braided  Hair  cent. 

Using  the  above  guidelines,  your 
set  would  have  seven  coins  in  it. 
However,  if  you  really  like  large  cents  and 
have  the  budget  to  support  your  desires, 
you  could  expand  the  list  further,  such  as: 

1793  Chain  cent  with  AMERI.  spelling 
on  reverse. 

1793  Chain  cent  with  AMERICA  spell¬ 
ing. 


1793-1795  Liberty  Cap  cent  with  let¬ 
tered  edge. 

1795-1796  Liberty  Cap  cent  with  plain 
edge. 

And  so  on. 

The  Guide  Book  lists  various  in¬ 
termediate  types.  And,  within  the 
later  cents,  the  year 
1839  alone  offers 
several  sub-types  of 
Miss  Liberty's  por¬ 
trait  that,  apparently, 
were  experimented 
with,  considered,  and 
dropped. 

My  own  inclination 
would  be  to  make  your 
first  listingof  type  coins 
very  basic.  In  that  way 
you  can  cover  a  lot  of 
territory  when  buying. 
After  you  acquire  most  of  a  basic  set, 
re-evaluate  your  interest  and  at  that 
time  consider  expanding  it. 

As  another  suggestion  1  am  sending 
you  a  complimentary  copy  of  my  book, 
United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types, 
which  gives  many  ideas. 
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1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date 
among  later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize 
item  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. ..  1,195 


1926-S  AU-58 .  275 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 159 


Key  1927-S  Quarter  Dollar 
1927-S  AU-55.  Very  little  actual  wear.  Key  issue  of 


the  later  part  of  the  series . 2,750 

1927-S  EF40  (ANACS) . 975 

1927- S  VF-20 . 159 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  rose  toning . 159 

1928  MS-62.  Brilliant . 119 

1928- D  MS^.  Brilliant . 235 


1928-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  coin  that 
seems  to  be  quite  inexpensive  at  the  current 


price  of . 235 

1928-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 

1928-S  MS62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 145 

1929  MS-64  (NGC).  Warm  golden  gray  toning.  199 
1929  MS-62.  Brilliant . 120 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 120 

1930  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  toning . 385 

1930  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1930  MS-62.  Brilliant . 119 


Washington  Quarters 

1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  faint  champagne  ton¬ 


ing . 895 

1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  can  never  have 

our  fill  of  quality  like  this! . 895 

1932-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 435 

1932-D  AU-58 .  299 

1932-D  AU-55.  Nice  rose  toning . 275 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259 


1932-S  MS^3.  Brilliant . 399 

1932-S  MS«3  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  pale 

golden  toning . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1932-S  AU-55 . 159 

1932-S  AU-50 . 145 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  39 
1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 39 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1934-D  MS«5.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS^5  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful . 325 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 30 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 30 

1935- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  gold  toning  over 
deeply  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces.  Beautiful!  1,495 

1935-D  MS-65  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 575 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 

1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning.  285 
1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1935- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1936- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 74 

1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning.  A  prize  example 
of  this  modern  Proof  rarity . 875 

1936  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lowest  mintage  is¬ 
sue  among  Proof  Washington  quarters.  A 

beautiful  coin . 750 

■1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 


1936-D  MS-64,  Brilliant . 425 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 385 

1936- D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1937  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 465 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 350 

1937- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning . 310 

1938  AU-50.  Brilliant . 29 

1938- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1939- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 145 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Ughtly  toned.' . 265 

1940- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Nicely  toned . 109 

1940-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 99 

1940-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 59 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 189 

1941- S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185 

1941- S  MS-63,  Brilliant . 23 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-63.  Brilliant,... . 59 

1942- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 17 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 26 

1943- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 17 

1943-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1943- S  AU-58 . 19 

1944- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 15 

1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 


1946-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 

1949- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1950  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950- D  MS63.  Brilliant . 5 

1950-D/S  Overmintmark.  AU-50  (PCGS) . .  265 


1950-D/S  Overmintmark.  AU-50  (PCGS) . .  265 


HALF  DOLLARS 


Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 

1795  C)verton-104.  F-12.  Attractive  surfaces  with 
light  gray  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  first 
design  type  in  the  series.  One  of  many  half  dol¬ 
lars  just  purchcised . 1,250 

1795  0-1 1 1  Three  Leaves  50t 
1795  0-111.  Three  Leaves  variety.  Rarity-4.  VF-25 

(NGC).  Where  can  you  find  another  so  nice?  6,900 
from  Ihe  Robinson  S.  Brown  Jr.  Collection. 

1795  ai  17.  Rarity-4.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light 
gray  surfaces.  An  excellent  coin  for  a  type  or 

Vcu-iety  set . 1,895 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1801  0-102.  VF-20 . 975 

1803  0102.  Large  3.  VF-30  (ANACS) . 495 

1803  0-104.  Rarity-3.  Small  3.  EF-45.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive  “album  toning.” . 1,750 


Lot  1229 
1871  Liberty 
Seated  Half 
Dollar 
$9,350 


1787  Fugio  Cent  Realized  $18,700 


Lot 2425 
MCMVII  (1907) 
Saint-Gaudens 
Doable  Eagle 
$19,800 


Lot  284 

1792  Half  Disme 

$11,000 


Lot  2057 
1881  Gold  Dollar 
$10,120 


In  Bowers  and  Merena^s  May  Sale 


Lot  76 
1787  Fugio 
Cent  Rarity 
$18,700 


Lot  396 
1916-D  Mercury  Dime 
$23,100 


Lot  19 
(1672-94)  London 
Elephant  Token 
$4,400 


Lot  1110 


Bowers  and  Merena’s  May  1997  sale  of  The  Collections  of  Edgar  M. 
Rossi  &  R.  Sloan  Wilson,  M.D.  opened  with  Q.  David  Bowers  at  the  podium 
and  an  excited  room  of  buyers — ^bidder  paddles  at  the  ready.  Thousands 
of  mail  bids  had  been  received  prior  to  the  event  making  for  some  heated 
competition  for  the  rarities  at  hand.  When  the  auctioneer’s  hammer  fell 
on  the  final  lot,  the  three-sesaon  event  had  realized  $1,981,445.  All  prices 
quoted  here  include  the  10%  buyers  fee.  Highlights  are  as  follows: 

An  incredible  1787  Fugio  cent  rarity,  KN-IZ  in  AU-50  brought  several  multiples  of 
the  pre-sale  estimate  with  a  winning  bid  of  $18,700  and  a  (1672-1694)  London  El¬ 
ephant  token,  Breen-186  in  MS-63  RB  commanded  a  winning  bid  of  $4,400. 

Among  the  large  cents,  a  1793  Wreath  cent,  S-6,  in  EF40,  found  a  new  home  at 
$6,050.  A  pair  of  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents  in  Proof-61  and  AU-58  brought  $5,280  and 
$5,830  respectively.  A 1792  half  disme  in  VF-35  fetched  a  respectable  bid  of  $1 1,000. 
A  rare  Proof-62 1830  JR4  dime  reached  the  $5,500  level  before  it  changed  hands,  and 
a  1857-0  dime  in  MS-66  soared  to  an  incredible  $9,350  as  the  audience  eagerly 
watched  in  amazement.  Mercury  dimes  performed  especially  well  in  the  sale.  A 1916- 
D  in  MS-65  FB  brought  an  incredible  $23,100,  a  191^S  in  MS-65  FB  reached  $7,975 
before  the  dust  settled,  a  1921-D  in  MS66  found  a  new  home  at  an  impressive  $6,050, 
and  a  1942/1  in  MS-64  FB  zoomed  past  the  pre-sale  estimate  to  an  impressive  $7,150. 

The  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  series  was  represented  by  an  1853  Arrows  and 
Rays  in  MS-64  at  $5,060.  A 1916  Stcmding  Liberty  quarter  in  MS-60/63  commanded  a 
winning  bit  of  $5,060,  and  a  191 7-S  Type  11  in  MS-66  FH  delighted  onlookers  with  a 
winning  bid  of  $7,590.  A  1871  half  dollar  in  Proof-66  exceeded  expectations  with  a 
price  tag  of  $9,350.  A  popular  1836  Gobrecht  dollar  in  Proof68  realized  $5,610  and 
an  1864  silver  dollar  In  Proof-64  sold  for  a  respectable  $4,400. 

Highlighting  the  gold  dollar  series  was  an  1881  in  MS67  at  $10,120.  A 1796  quar¬ 
ter  eagle,  without  obverse  stars  in  Net  VF-20  found  a  hfew  home  at  $22,000,  while  an 
1808  quarter  eagle  in  Net  VG-8  commanded  a  bid  of  $7,150.  A  frosty  1892  quarter  ec^le 
in  MS-64  found  a  new  home  at  $4,800  and  a  trio  of  1905  and  1906  quarter  eagles  in 
MS67  brought  $4,840  each.  The  three-dollar  series  was  strongly  represented  in  the 
sale  including  the  following:  •  1855  MS62.  $5,720  •  1863  MS62.  $8,525  •  1884  Proof- 
64.  $16,500.  The  half  eagle  series  included  a  1795,  B4D,  in  VF-25  at  $6,600,  a  1798 
Heraldic  Eagle,  B-2D  in  MS62  at  $16,500,  and  a  1883  in  MS63  at  $4,620.  A 1906  half 
eagle  in  Proof62  changed  hands  at  $6,050,  and  a  1909  in  MS-65  soared  to  $12,650.  The 
eagle  denomination  was  represented  by  some  stellar  performers  including  a  1799, 
B-5G  in  MS62  at  $18,700,  and  a  1907  Indian,  Without  Periods,  In  MS66  at  $10,450.  A 
1884-S  double  eagle  in  MS-64  commanded  an  impressive  $18,700,  while  a  pair  of 
MCMVH  (1907)  High  Relief  Saint-Gaudens  $20s  in  MS65  and  AU-55  sold  for  $19,800 
and  $6,820  respectively.  In  the  commemorative  half  dollar  series  a  1921  Missouri  2H4 
in  MS65  brought  $5,280. 

For  further  information  on  consigning  your  coins,  tokens,  or  paper  money  to  a  fu¬ 
ture  Bowers  and  Merena  auction,  please  call  Dr.  Richard  A.  Ba^,  director  of  auctions, 
at  16004584646,  or  Q.  David  Bowers,  chairman.  We  also  invite  you  contact  us  for  in¬ 
formation  on  being  a  bidder  in  these  sales.  Or,  contact  us  by  mail:  Auctions  by  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894,  or  by  fax  at  1-603669-5319. 


Lot  2062 

1796  Quarter  Eagle 
Without  Obverse 
Stars 
$22,000 


Lot 2328 
1799  Gold  Ea^e 
$18,700 


1916 
Liberty  Quarter 
$5,060 


Lot  1421 
1836 
Gobrecht  Dollar 
$5,610 


Lot 2223 
1798  Heraldic 
Eagle  $5  Gold 
$16,500 


AUCTION  A  HIGHLIGHTS 
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Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1807  0-1 12.  Large  Stars.  50/20.  AU-50  (NGC).  A 
very  attractive  specimen  combining  attractive 
light  toning  with  some  original  mint  lustre.  A 
very  nice  strike,  which  for  this  variety  is  seldom 

the  case . 1,850 

1807  0-1 12.  50/20  VF-20,  Small  nick  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 215 

1809  ai09.  nil  edge.  AU-50  (NGC) . 750 

Exceptional  1810  Half  Dollar 

1810  0-103.  MS-63.  Nicely  toned  in  deep  blue  and 

gold.  Exceptionally  deeply  and  boldly  struck 
with  high  rims.  A  prize  specimen  for  the  connois¬ 
seur . 2,250 

181 1  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Warmly  toned  in  pleas¬ 
ing  rainbow  hues . 635 

1815/2  O-lOla.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Certainly  a  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue,  a  high-end  coin  that  the 
experts  at  PCGS  could  have  graded  a  lew  points 
higher  without  argument.  A  classic  scarcity  in 
the  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  series . 2,250 

1817  0-113  MS-61  (NGC).  Intermingled  golden 

brown  and  slate  gray  toning.  In  the  middle  of 
Overton  Condition  Census  lor  the  die  variety, 
which  is  listed  as  65-65-60-55-55 .  995 

1818  0-107,  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with 

amber  toning  through  the  date.  Needle-sharp 
strike.  A  prize  winner  that  will  look  great  in  a 
specialized  collection  or  a  type  set . 945 

1819/80-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning  with 
a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Popular 

overdate . 1,695 

Gem  1819/8  Overdate 
1819/8  ai04.  Large  9.  MS64.  (NGC).  Pale  golden 
brown  with  blue  and  lilac  peripheral  toning.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  this  is  one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence 

anywhere! . 4,250 

1820/19  ai02.  AU-53  (NGC) . 735 

1820/19  aiOl  AU-50  (ANACS) . 750 

1820/19  ai02.  EF-45 . 319 

1820  0-102.  VF-30 . 175 

1820  0-105.  MS-61  (NGC).  Attractive  iridescent 
toning.  Somewhat  prooflike.  Long  recognized  as 

one  of  the  scarcer  dates  in  the  series . 950 

1820  0-106.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 575 

1820  0-108.  EF-40 . 265 

1821  0-101.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 495 

Gem  1823  Half  Dollar 
1823  aiOla.  Patched  3.  MS64  (NGC),  with  claims 
to  MS-65.  Deep  gray  with  faint  steel  blue.  A  thin 
diagonal  scratch  on  Liberty’s  bust  is  hidden  by 

the  toning . 4,495 

1823  0-103,  VF-20 . 115 

1823  0-1 1 1.  Normal  3.  MS-64.  Deep  gray  with  faint 
steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on  Liberty’s 
bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning . 2,750 

1823  0-1 1  la.  AU-53  (NGC).  Double  profile . 325 

1824  0-103.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 110 

1824  0-108.  MS60.  Double  profile  to  Miss  Liberty, 

due  to  “die  chatter”  during  striking.  Beautiful 
light  iridescent  toning . 895 

1825  0-1 12.  AU-50 .  285 

1825  0-113.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 325 

1826  0-1 20a.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 .  350 

1827/6  0-101.  Rarity-2.  MS63  (NGC).  Needle-sharp 

obverse  strike,  almost  a  presentation  issue.  Re¬ 
markable!  Another  new  purchase . 1,950 

1827/6  0-101,  Rarity-2.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 335 

1827  0-104.  AU-55.  Deep  lilac  toning . 295 

1827  0-147.  Curl-Base  2  in  Date.  AU-50.  Satiny 

golden  surfaces . 495 

1828  ai02.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 250 

1828  0-109.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 250 

1828  0-112.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

lustre . 845 

1828  0-117,  AU-55  (ANACS) . 269 

1829  0-117.  AU-58.  Nicely  toned  in  gold,  blue  and 

amber . 395 

1830  ai03.  AU-50  (NGC) . 219 

1830  ai23.  MS-62 .  795 

1831  0-103.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  Ideal  for  a  type 
or  variety  set . 1,595 

1831  0-103.  AU-50 . 275 

1832  0-101.  Large  Letters.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Very  con¬ 

servatively  graded  in  our  opinion;  this  coin  could 
easily  be  called  Mint  State  (in  which  instance  it 
would  be  priced  several  hundred  dollars  higher). 
Intermingled  blue,  gray,  and  golden  brown  ton¬ 
ing.  The  variety  is  made  distinctive  by  a  heavy 
die  crack  connecting  the  eagle’s  right  wing 
(viewer’s  left)  to  the  olive  branch.  Not  easy  to 
find  in  high  grades;  key  major  variety . 895 

1832  0-122.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  gray 

toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  Very  at¬ 
tractive . 1,650 

1833  ai03.  AU-50 . 195 

1833  ai06.  AU-58 .  320 

1833  0-107.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 295 

1833  ai09.  AU-50 .  275 

1833  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  by 

the  compounder  of  Houck's  Panacea,  Baltimore. 
VF-35.  Counterstamp  on  obverse  is  especially 

deep  and  bold . 785 

1834ai01.EF45 . 239 

1836  0-108.  AU-50 . 395 

1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attrac¬ 
tive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 

toning . 1,595 

Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 

1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 

lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful! . 2,595 

Beautiful  Gem  1837  Half  Dollar 

1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Blazing  white 
lustre  with  pale  blue  peripheral  toning. ...  4,250 

Superb  Gem  1839  Hadf  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 

1839  Capped  Bust.  Large  Letters.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale  blue  toning. 
Rarely  seen  or  offered  at  this  grade  level.  A  gor¬ 
geous  item  for  your  specialized  collection  or 
type  set . 6,750 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,695 

1840  Small  Letters.  MS-63  (NGC).  Essentially  bril¬ 

liant  with  just  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  reverse 
rim.  Nice  eye  appeal.  The  small  letters  and  date 
give  this  coin  a  cameo  aspect . 1,450 

1840  Small  Letters.  EF45  (NGC).  Attractive  blue  and 

golden  gray  toning . 169 

1840-0  EF40  (ANACS).  Variety  with  extended  den¬ 
ticles  on  the  obverse,  with  the  result  that  there 
is  virtually  no  space  between  the  outer  tips  of  the 
stars  and  the  teeth  in  the  border . 245 

1841  VF-30 . 175 

1842  Medium  Date.  Wiley-Bugert-106.  EF45. ,,  175 
Memorable  1842-0  Small  Date  Rarity 

1842-0  Small  Date.  EF40  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned 
surfaces.  A  very  nice  example  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series. 
Rarely  does  one  become  available  at  this  grade 
level . 3,650 

1843  WB-101.  Rarity-5.  MS64.  Lustrous  and  beau¬ 
tiful . 2,350 

18430  MS-63,  prooflike.  Mottled  light  golden  and 
iridescent  toning  over  highly  prooflike  surfaces. 
An  exceptional  specimen,  in  our  opinion.  2,450 

1845  EF40 . 175 

1846  Small  Date.  WB-102.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deli¬ 

cate  golden  gray  iridescence.  Most  design 
features  are  sharp.  Scarce  and  desirable  in  Un¬ 
circulated . 1,795 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-50 . 240 

1846- 0  Tall  Date.  F-12 . 350 

Classic  1847/6  Rarity 

1847/6  EF45  (ANACS).  We  haven’t  checked  all  of 
our  past  catalogues,  but  we  believe  this  is  the 
first  specimen  we’ve  ever  priced  and  offered  for 
sale  in  either  The  Coin  Collector  or  the  Rare  Coin 
Review,  quite  a  statement!  Only  when  great  col¬ 
lections  come  on  the  market  is  an  1847/6  half 
dollar  apt  to  be  encountered  in  any  grade.  For 
the  Liberty  Seated  specialist  here,  indeed,  is  a 
prize,  a  showpiece . 10,950 

1847- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce  in 

Mint  State . 1,450 

1848  WB-103,  Rarity-7-r.  MS-63.  Especially  rare  in 
this  high  grade.  Just  purchased.  A  prize  for  the 
Liberty  Seated  specialist  £md  connoisseurl,395 
1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brillicuit  at  the  centers  chang¬ 
ing  to  a  light  amber  peripherjilly.  Very  scarce;  we 
doubt  that  more  than  three  or  four  dozen  Uncir¬ 
culated  examples  could  be  accounted  for.1,395 

1848  EF45 . 275 

Splendid  Gem  1849  Half  Dollar 

1849  WB-101.  Rarity-5-K.  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive 

pale  gold  and  iridescent  blue-green.  A  beautiful 
gem  the  equal  of  which  would  be  very  difficult  to 
locate  anywhere . 3,950 

Gorgeous  1850-0  Half  Dollar 
18500  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  very  attractively 
toned.  Needle  sharp  definition  of  detail.  This 
gorgeous  18500  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
offered  for  sale.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and 
specialist . 4,750 

1852  EF-40 .  750 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays,  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  lots  of 
mint  frost.  Popular  one-year  design  type. .  1,395 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 325 

1854- 0  Arrows.  EF-45 . 125 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 

lustrous.  An  exceptional  quality  specimen  of  this 
early  New  Orleans  issue . 1,895 

1855-0  Arrows,  AU-55  (NGC) . 350 

1855- S  Arrows.  VG-8.  A  nice  specimen  at  this  grade 

level . 475 

1856- S  EF40 . 465 

1858-0  AU-50  (PCGS) . 185 

1858- S  AU-50.  Very  elusive  in  AU  grade  or  even 

close  to  it . 350 

1859  WB-102.  Rarity-6-f.  Type  11  reverse.  Net  MS- 
63,  but  actually  MS-64  or  finer  with  some  surface 
abrasions,  none  serious.  Brilliant  satiny  lustre 
with  pale  lilac  toning  around  the  borders.  1,650 

1859- 0  AU-50. , . 175 

1861  AU-50 . 165 

1862  EF-40 . 199 

18626  Large  S.  WB-101.  Rarity-5-f.  MS63.  Full  bril¬ 
liant  mint  frost.  Delightful  aesthetic  appeal.  2,150 

1865  EF40,  Elusive  date . 145 

Choice  1866-S  Half  Dollar 
No  Motto  Rarity 

1866-S  No  Motto,  WB-101.  Rarity-7  at  this  grade 
level.  MS-63.  Ivory  satin  lustre  with  very  faint 
splashes  of  golden  brown.  An  aesthetically  de¬ 
lightful  example  of  this  rarity . 8,950 

1866-S  No  Motto.  EF-45.  A  rarity  in  any  season.975 
18676  Large  S.  WB-101.  Rarity-7.  MS62.  Actually 
MS-63,  in  our  opinion,  with  pale  ivory  lustre,  sub¬ 
dued  from  a  very  light  cleaning  long  ago.  A  small 
scratch  on  the  reverse  from  the  rim  at  8:00  to  the 

eagle’s  left  wing . 1,950 

18686  WB-101.  Rarity6.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous 
surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  an  issue  rarely  seen  at  this  grade 
level . 2,495 

1868- SEF40 . 119 

1869  AU-50 . 189 

1869- S  WB-101.  Rarity6+.  MS-62.  Lustrous  sur¬ 

faces.  Light  golden  toning.  Rarely  seen  in  Mint 
State . 1,650 

1870  VF-30 . 79 

1870- S  VF-35 . 99 

1871  AU-50 . 175 

1871- S  AU-50 . 225 

1872- S  EF40 . 190 

1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3.  AU-50 .  275 

Beautiful  1873  Half  Dollar 
1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  lovely  coin  is 
offered  here  for  the  first  time.  The  brilliant  and 
lustrous  fields  are  somewhat  satiny.  Here,  in¬ 
deed.  is  a  winner  for  any  type  set  of  U.S.  coins. 
Telephone  Gail  Watson  to  reserve  it  in  your 

name . 2,450 

1873  Arrows.  MS62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  Sharply 


struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces . 1,595 

1873  Arrows.  WB-108.  Rarity-7.  MS-62  (NGC). 
Frosty  mint  brilliance  with  pale  lilac  toning.  Mi¬ 
nor  hairlines  are  noted  in  the  obverse  fields, 
otherwise  MS-63  or  finer.  A  finer  pedigree  could 

not  be  imagined . 1,595 

From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection. 

1873  Arrows.  EF-45 .  250 

Memorable  1873-S  Half  DoUeu- 

1873- S  Arrows.  WB-101.  Rarity-7+.  MS63.  Brilliant 

and  frosty  with  a  touch  of  amber  toning  on  the 
reverse.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible  on  the  reverse, 
otherwise  MS-64  or  finer . 6,995 

1874  Arrows  Proof-60  (PCI).  Nicely  toned . 795 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny,  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces.  A  high-grade  example  of  this  popular 
design . 2,095 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  and 
very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Brilliant 
frost  at  the  centers  with  light  natural  golden  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  rims . 1,350 

1874  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Incredibly  popular  as  a  “type”  coin . 465 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous . 435 

1874  Arrows.  VF-30 . 95 

1874- CC  Arrows.  VF-20.  Rare! . 950 

1874- S  Arrows.  VF-20 . 175 

18754:C  Small  CC.  WB-102.  Rarity-7+.  MS63.  Re¬ 
flective  satin,  white  surfaces  with  a  blending  of 
rose  and  lilac.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible  in  the 
obverse  fields . 1,450 

1875- CC  AU-55  (ANACS) . 325 

1875-S  AU-50 . 165 

1877-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant.  Add  a  Carson  City  coin  to 

your  collection.  A  lustrous,  frosty  beauty. .  950 
18776  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whisper  of 

delicate  golden  toning . 1,625 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS60 . 375 

1877- S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 

with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly  prooflike 
surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the  specialist 
or  type  set  collector . 1,495 

1878- CC  EF-40.  Very  scarce  in  sdl  grades.  An  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  lor  the  specialist . 1,895 

18784:C  VF-20 . 975 

1879  MS-62.  Attractively  toned  in  soft  blues,  rose 
and  gold . 625 

1882  Proof-62.  Deep  blue  toning . 625 

1883  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  peripheral 

toning . 625 

1883  F-15.  Rare  date . 275 

1884  MS-64.  Light  amber  toning.  Far  rarer  than 

Proof.  One  of  the  most  incredible  hall  dollars 
among  our  many  new  purchases.  You’ll  really 
like  this  gem! . 1,350 

1885  MS-63.  Nicely  toned  in  gold  with  a  whisper  of 
light  blue.  Very  rare  in  choice  Mint  State.  An¬ 
other  “find”  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  1,150 

1886  VF-35.  Rare  date . 455 

1887  AU-58  (NGC).  Low  mintage  issue . 895 

1888  VF-20,  Another  low  mintage  issue . 275 

1889  Proof-62.  Light  lilac  toning.  Low  mintage 

date . 625 

1890  VF-30.  Rare  date . 325 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

Gem  1892  Half  Dollar 

1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem,  brilliant  with 
a  whisper  of  toning.  Remarkable  for  its  quality. 
Another  of  the  new  purchases  listed  here  for  the 

first  time .  2,850' 

1892  MS-61  (PCGS).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces.  .  475 
1892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is  somewhat 
prooflike  in  the  fields.  The  reverse,  if  graded 
separately,  would  be  even  higher.  A  marvelous 


specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date . 1,350 

1892-0  AU-55 . 565 

1892-S  AU-50 . 595 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  1,895 

1893  AU-55  (PCGS) . 399 

1894-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  A  splendid  coin. ...  1,650 


1894-S  MS-60,  prooflike.  Brilliant.  Just  pur¬ 
chased! . 495 

1894- S  EF40  (PCGS) . 229 

1895  MS-64.  Sharply  struck  with  lustrous  surfaces. 

Avery  attractive  example  of  this  popular  design 
type . 1.750 

1895  AU-58 .  469 

1895- 0  AU-50  prooflike.  Golden  gray  toning,  some¬ 
what  mottled  on  the  obverse . 475 

1896  MS-64.  A  beautiful  frosty  gem.  Ideal  for  a  type 

set  or  specialized  collection . 2,450 

1897  Proof64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 
nice,  if  not  nicer,  than  many  Proof-65  pieces  we 
have  seen,  but  priced  nearly  $1,500  less.  This 
coin  offers  a  lot  of  value  lor  the  money.  We  guar¬ 


antee  you’ll  agree! . 1,695 

1897- 0  F-12 . 350 

1898  AU-50 . 349 

1898- S  EF45 . 275 

1899  AU-58 . 419 

1899- S  EF45 . 240 

1900- 0  EF45 .  285 

1900-0  EF40 . 275 

1900-S  EF45 . 250 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1901  AU-50 . 349 

1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 349 


Beautiful  Mint  State  1901-0 
1901-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces.  A 
brilliant  and  very  beautiful  example,  one  with  the 
aesthetic  value  one  might  expect  in  a  hand-se¬ 


lected  MS-64  coin . 3,750 

1902  AU-50 . 325 

1902- 0  AU-50 . 375 

1903- 0  EF40 . 195 

1903- S  EF45 . 259 

1904  AU-55 . 365 

1904- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 549 


1905  Proof-63.  Light  golden  brown  and  violet  iri¬ 
descence  complements  the  satiny  devices  and 
mirror  fields.  The  1905  is  virtually  unobtainable 
in  Mint  State,  thus  placing  an  extra  demand. 


aura,  and  element  of  desirability  on  this  lovely 
Proof . 945 

1905- S  EF40 . 215 

1906  MS-62  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a 

hint  of  gold . 600 

1906  MS-61  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  toning . 495 

1906- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 345 

1906-D  EF45 . 175 

1906-0  EF45 . 199 

1906- S  EF40 . 199 

1907- D  AU-55  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 375 

1907-D  EF45 . 185 

1907-D  EF40 . 140 

1907- S  AU-50 . 675 

1908- D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade . 325 

1909  AU-55.  Brilliant . 345 

1910  MS-60.  Brilliant . 625 

191 1  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning.  Nearly  full 

original  brilliance  and  frost . 350 

1912-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1,395 

1912-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1912-D  AU-55.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning.  350 

1912-D  AU-50 . 325 

1912-SEF40 . 175 


1913  MS-63  (PCGS),  Attractive  satiny  surfaces.  A 
gorgeous  example  of  this  highly  important  date. 
From  the  standpoint  of  business  strike  Barber 
half  dollars  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  the  1913 
in  Mint  State  is  an  awesome  rarity.  And,  the  qual¬ 


ity  of  this  piece  is  really  wonderful . 1,595 

19 13-D  AU-55 .  325 


Magniflcent  1913-S  HEilf  Dollar 
1913-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  rose  toning. 
A  magnificent  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desir¬ 
able  issues  among  Barber  hall  dollars  of  the  20th 
century.  Just  purchased,  and  offered  here  for  the 
first  time . 3,950 


This  &  That 

SOUNDS  LOGICAL:  "Nothing  is  interesting  if  you're  not  interested."  {Helen 
Macinness  in  Bits  and  Pieces] 

M 

WHAT  TYPE  OF  SESSION?:  "Jam"  or  "Bull?"  Some  time  ap  in  discussion  with 
James  Taylor,  education  director  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association, 
Colorado  Springs,  an  arrangement  was  made  for  a  jam  session — my  term — whereby 
ANA  President  Ken  Bressett  and  your  editor  (QDBJ  would  talk  to  students  at  the 
Summer  Seminar.  However,  when  this  was  translated  into  print  by  the  ANA,  it  came 
out  as  a  bull  session.  We  wonder  if  they  were  talking  about  the  anticipated  content! 

.#..  m  m 

SETH  DEISHER,  editor  of  Coin  World, ms  on  hand  throughout  the  recent  PNG- 
PCGS  Super  Show  in  Chicago,  and  one  morning  we  had  a  bagel  (with  cream  cheese] 
and  coffee  with  her,  and  chatted  about  various  things  including — what  else? — what's 
going  on  in  the  (generic]  coin  world.  At  Coin  World  a  great  deal  of  interest  is  being 
expressed  concerning  the  Internet  and  the  wave  of  the  future  and,  apparently,  their 
web  site  is  attraaing  lots  of  attention.  Beth  has  been  editor  since  early  1985,  following 
the  retirement  of  Margo  Russell. 

«L  «.  m. 

D.N.,  a  Midwest  client  who  was  right  in  the  front  row,  just  before  the  auctioneer's 
podium,  at  our  recent  Eliasberg  Collection  sale,  stopped  by  to  say  hello  at  the 
Chicago  show.  He  was  wearing  a  jacket  with  about  101  small  pockets,  and  we 
suggested  that  it  would  probably  take  10  minutes  to  find  a  coin  if  he  put  it  in  the 
wrong  one. 

•.  «.  •.  •. 

]OHN  WESLEY'S  ADVICE:  "Make  all  you  can.  Save  all  you  can.  Give  all  you  can." 
[Bits  and  Pieces) 

•.  •  •  • 

KNOWLEDGE  BECKONS:  This  note  is  from  MH:  "I  really  enjoyed  the  Eliasberg 
Collection  catalogue.  You  handled  the  collection  in  a  very  masterful  way.  Although 
I  have  been  a  coin  dealer  for  much  of  my  life,  there  is  so  much  to  learn  in  this 
catalogue  that  1  will  be  spending  weeks  getting  new  information.  Thank  you  again." 
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1913-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Frosty  and  lustrous.  A 
splendid  specimen  ol  this  low-mintage,  highly 


important  variety . 1,275 

1913-S  EF40 . 195 

1915-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 395 

1915-DAU-55 . 375 

1915-S  AU-58 . 419 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

1916  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant 


satiny  lustre . 1,495 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Popu¬ 
lar  variety  with  obverse  mintmark  (as  all  this 

year) . 719 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1916-D  MS-62.  Brilliant.  Just  purchased . 325 

Key  1916-S  Half  Dollar 


1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Just  ac¬ 
quired,  and  offered  here  for  the  first  time.  One  of 
the  most  elusive  pieces  in  the  early  series.  2,500 
Especially  Nice  1916-S 

1916- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An 

above  average  strike,  too!  All  in  all,  this  is  an 
especially  nice  1916-S  hcilf  dollar,  the  rcU'est  ol  the 
three  varieties  made  this  year.  Recently  added 
to  our  stock . 2,500 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  pe- 
riphercil  toning . 895 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  We 
can  never  buy  enough  ol  these!!! . 325 

1917  MS-62.  Brilliant . 135 

1917- D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS64  (PCGS).  If  you 

like  golden  toning — and  who  doesn’t? — this  at¬ 
tractive  certified  piece  will  fill  the  bill  exactly. 
Quality,  this  is  it! . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmarit  on  obverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale 
champagne  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  Very 
pleasing  from  an  aesthetic  perspective. ..  1,095 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,325 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce  early 
issue . 1,325 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Tra¬ 
ditionally  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all  grades, 
especially  so  at  higher  leveis . 1,195 

1917- S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (NGC).  A 

pleasing  specimen  of  this  scarce  type.  A  key  to 
the  series . 1,195 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Above  average  strike. 

Especially  deeply  frosty . 1,350 

1918- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Not 


often  do  we  have  the  chance  to  acquire  one  of 

this  grade  and  overall  attractiveness . 1,895 

Outstanding  MS-64  1919  50C 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  Both 
surfaces  display  pale  champagne  iridescence. 
One  of  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  at 

the  MS-64  level.  You’ll  like  this  coin! . 3,650 

Gorgeous  1919  Half  Dollar 

1919  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  cuid  lustrous.  A  gor¬ 

geous  specimen  with  much  eye  appeal.  And, 
among  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  quality  is 
every  bit  as  important  as  technicid  or  numerical 
grade.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we 
do  our  best  to  bring  you  both  concepts  with  each 
coin  you  buy . 2,750 

Important  1919-D  Half  Dollar 

1919-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  gorgeous  light  golden  toning.  A  win¬ 
ning  quality  example  ol  one  of  the  key  issues  in 
the  series.  This  delightful  1919-D  offers  a  pleasing 
mid-point  between  high  quality  and  low  price. 
Here  is  the  coin  you’ve  been  waiting  for! ..  5,995 

1919- S  EF45  (ANACS).  Some  original  mint  lustre 

remains  in  the  protected  areas.  One  of  the  key 
issues  in  the  series . 895 

1920  MS^3  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 795 

Lustrous  1920-S  Half  Dollar 

1920- S  MS63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty  with 

attractive  light  toning.  Quite  hard  to  find  this 
nice! . 2,525 

Sharp  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 

1921  MS62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning.  Ex¬ 

ceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as  being  far 
and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin  in  the 
series.  A  very  “special”  half  dollar . 3,450 

Key  1921-D  Half  Dollar 

1921- D  AU-50.  Brilliant  with  a  generous  quotient  of 

original  lustre  remaining.  The  key  issue  among 
all  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars . 2,750 

1921-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue;  perenni¬ 
ally  in  demand . 2,150 

Key  192 1-S  Half  Dollar 

1921-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  This  is  the  key  issue  in  the  entire 

series . 21,950 

Elusive  1921-S  Hcdf  Dollar 

1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen.  Elu¬ 
sive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the 
three  varieties  of  this  year,  cilthough  it  does  not 

have  the  lowest  mintage . 4,650 

Attractive  1923-S  Half  Dollar 

1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 


ing  around  brilliant,  frosty  surfaces.  This  is  an 
attractive  example  of  the  issue  with  a  typical 

strike . 3,895 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Selected  by  us  on 
our  recent  buying  trip,  this  1927-S  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  existence  at  this  grade  level.  A  great  find 
for  the  buyer  seeking  an  ideal  combination  of 
high  grade,  attractive  appearance,  and  reason¬ 
able  price . 1,950 

1927-S  MS62  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 950 

1927- S  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 795 

1928- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1,950 

1928- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 1,950 

1929- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  that  offers 
“much  coin  for  the  money"  at  the  MS-64  level,  as 
it  is  just  a  tad  below  the  quality  of  an  MS-65.  And, 
add  to  this  the  fact  that  it  is  a  far  above  average 
strike,  and  you  have  a  true  value  for  only  1,495 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 

whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,075 

1929-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive  with 
beautiful  light  toning  around  the  border. ...  695 

1929-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

Marvelous  1933-S  Half  Dollar 

1933- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  frosty  gem. 

From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  1933-S  half  dollars  in  existence . 3,595 

1933S  MS^3  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 109 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 88 

1934- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 825 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

grade . 399 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  subdued  by 
pale  lilac  toning.  Very  attractive  overall . 399 


1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 210 

1937  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1937-D  MS-65  Brilliant . 449 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Obverse  is  prooflike  and  re¬ 
verse  is  frosty . 449 

1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . . . 409 

1937-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 250 

1937- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1938  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1938  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1938  MS^2  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90 

1938  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1938- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 519 

1938-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  with  frosty  devices 

and  satiny  fields.  Only  491,600  examples  were 
coined;  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  any  U.S.  half 

dollar  issue  subsequent  to  1921 . 465 

1938-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 308 

1938-D  AU-50 . 265 

1938-D  AU-50  (ANACS) . 265 

1938- D  EF40 . 109 

1939  Prool-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1939  AU-50 . 28 

1939- D  MS<5.  Brilliant . 140 

1939-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 

1939-D  AU-50 . 30 

1939-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1939- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149 

1940  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 379 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1941  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 27 


1941-D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Make  Bowers  and  Merena 


1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1934-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,330 

1934- S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of 

this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 650 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 84 

1935  MS63.  Brilliant . 60 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 250 

1935- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 695 

1936- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1936-DMS63.  Brilliant . 115 

1936-S  MS65  Brilliant . 465 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1937  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful  and,  in  the 

context  of  modern  Proofs,  rare . 735 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 625 


your  headquarters  when  you  build  a  Mint  State 
set  of  Liberty  Walking  hcdf  dollars.  You’ll  really 


like  our  quality! . 115 

1941-D  AU-55 . 28 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1941-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1941-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 69 

1941-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1941- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 33 

1942  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1942  MS65.  Brilliant . 95 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS^3.  Brilliant . 38 

1942  AU-55 . 19 

1942- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 160 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 


Some  Thoughts  on  Successful  Collecting 

(continued  from  page  9) 


cent  strikes,  and  of  these  decent  strikes, 
only  two  or  three  are  attractive.  Brains  re¬ 
quired. 

Now  to  pricing:  It  seems  clear  that  for 
the  1881-S,  you  can  do  some  “price  shop¬ 
ping.”  On  the  other  hand,  among  1891-0 
dollars,  if  an  MS-63  that  is  sharply  struck 
and  of  attractive  appearance  is  available 
for  50%  more  than  an  average  piece,  it  is 
probably  a  good  buy,  and  may  even  be  a 
bargain! 

It  is  seen  that  to  buy  effectively,  you 
must  first  determine  if  a  coin  is  of  the 
quality  you  want,  and,  later,  determine 
the  price  based  upon  its  rarity  in  that  par¬ 
ticular  quality. 

MARKET  VALUES 

For  a  given  coin,  published  market 
values  including  bid-and-ask  prices  in  the 
Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  the  “Trends”  sec¬ 
tion  of  Coin  World,  the  “Coin  Market”  sec¬ 
tion  of  Numismatic  News,  the  annual 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  etc.,  are 
simply  market  guides. 

For  common  coins  or  ones  for  which 
there  is  not  much  variation  in  quality, 
these  guides  can  be  quite  accurate.  How¬ 
ever,  for  coins  that  are  readily  available  in 
a  given  numerical  grade,  but  for  which 
high-quality  pieces  are  elusive  within  that 
range,  the  market  prices  will  often  be 
much  higher.  Conversely,  a  particularly 
unattractive  ugly  duckling  within  such  a 
grade  range  may  have  a  substantially 
lower  market  price. 

If  you  buy  based  upon  market  price, 
but  do  not  have  an  eye  for  quality,  you 
will  end  up  with  an  average-quality  or 
low-quality  collection,  probably  without 
even  knowing  it,  as  you  will  think  you 
have  bought  lots  of  “bargains.” 

In  summary,  buy  carefully.  We  buy 
very  carefully  when  we  buy  for  our  inven¬ 
tory.  You  should  do  the  same. 

'  THE  OTHER  ASPECTS 

Once  you  buy  a  high-quality  coin  for, 
say,  $500,  its  market  value  will  change.  Per¬ 
haps  five  years  from  now  it  will  take  $  1 ,000 
to  buy  a  piece  of  equivalent  quality.  Or, 
perhaps,  the  market  will  have  subsided. 


and  $400  would  buy  another.  The  future  is 
unknown,  and  never  in  the  history  of  any 
market — the  securities  market,  the  real  es¬ 
tate  market,  the  rare  coin  market,  the  art 
market,  bank  interest  rates,  you  name  it — 
has  anyone  been  able  to  consistently  pre¬ 
dict  the  future  with  accuracy. 

However,  by  use  of  the  books  in  your 
library,  you  can  consider  such  coin  mar¬ 
ket  factors  as  demand,  supply,  popular¬ 
ity,  and  market  cycles,  and  can  come  to 
some  conclusions. 

As  market  values  change,  the  coin  it¬ 
self  remains  the  same.  That  attractive 
1794  copper  cent  for  which  you  paid  $750 
might  be  the  same  one  that  J.J.  Mlckley 
bought  in  1857  for 
$1,  or  which  B.  Max 
Mehl  sold  for  $85  in 
1953,  or  which  Ri¬ 
chard  Picker  of¬ 
fered  for  $500  in 
1980.  It  may  be 
the  same  coin  - 
that  in  the  year 
2100  someone  will 
buy  for  $5,000.  Who 
knows? 

In  the  meantime, 
the  1794,  irrespec¬ 
tive  of  its  market 
value,  remains  the 
same  coin.  It  is  a 
constant.  Thus, 

once  you  own  the  1794  cent,  why  waste 
your  time  constantly  checking  on  its 
price?  1  know  if  it  were  my  1794  cent  in  my 
collection,  1  would  let  the  market  for  the 
coin  take  care  of  itself,  and  I  would  con¬ 
centrate  on  its  other  aspects. 

ROMANCE 

Here  comes  the  fun  part: 

Each  coin,  whether  it  be  a  1794  cent, 
an  1878-CC  Morgan  dollar,  a  1945  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollar,  a  1935-S  Washington 
quarter,  a  1787  Connecticut  cent-or  what- 
ever-has  its  own  story  to  tell. 

The  1945  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  is 
a  common  date  and  is  inexpensive,  even 
if  in  choice  Mint  State.  However  it  does 
have  a  rich  measure  of  romance  and  his¬ 


tory  to  go  with  it.  Ask  yourself  these  ques¬ 
tions,  and  seek  to  find  the  answers: 

1.  Who  was  Adolph  A.  Weinman,  who 
designed  the  coin?  Did  he  work  for  the 
Mint?  What  else  did  he  design  or  create? 
What  kind  of  person  was  he?  Why  was  his 
design  chosen?  Were  there  any  other 
designs  in  competition? 

2.  How  many  1945  half  dollars  were 
struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  this  year? 
How  does  this  figure  compare  with  those 
made  at  Denver  and  San  Francisco  in  1945? 

3.  What  did  the  Philadelphia  Mint  look 
like  in  1945?  What  else  was  going  on 
there?  Who  was  in  charge?  Is  the  build¬ 
ing  still  being  used?  What  type  of 

equipment  did  they 
have? 

4.  What  was  going  on 
in  the  United  States  in 
1945?  In  Europe?  In  the 
world?  When  this  half 
dollar  emerged  into  the 
light  of  day,  what  were 
its  surroundings?  What 
kind  of  purchasing 
power  did  it  have? 

5.  The  1945  half  dol¬ 
lar  is  part  of  a  set  or 
run  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars.  How  does 
it  fit  into  the  set?  What 
other  varieties  in  the  set 
can  I  read  about.  Which 
ones  are  common?  Which  are  rare? 

The  preceding  exercise  might  seem 
elementary  or  even  unnecessary,  but  it  is 
an  expansion  of  what  I  contemplate 
whenever  I  see  a  1945  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollar.  As  you  now  know,  if  asked  I 
could  probably  stand  up  in  front  of  a 
group  of  collectors  and  give  a  15-minute 
talk  about  this  1945  half  dollar.  And,  just 
to  think,  most  people  think  it  to  be  an 
ordinary,  common  coin! 

Each  coin  has  its  own  story,  and  as 
you  acquire  coins  in  your  collection,  take 
the  time  to  learn  the  story  of  each  one. 
Your  enjo3mient  will  be  multiplied. 

BACK  TO  THE  PLAN 

Once  you’ve  savored  the  enjoyment  a 


coin  such  as  a  common  1945  half  dollar 
can  have,  and  once  you’ve  made  a  few 
other  inexpensive  purchases,  and  once 
you’ve  bought  and  read  a  few  books,  it  is 
time  to  make  a  collecting  plan. 

Be  casual.  Figure  the  approximate 
amount  you  would  like  to  spend  on  coins 
each  month  or  year.  If  you  see  some¬ 
thing  irresistible,  by  all  means  “stretch” 
and  spend  more.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
you  don’t  see  many  items  you  need,  save 
your  money  until  you  do. 

Determine  what  grades  you  like.  If 
you  are  collecting  large  cents  of  the  later 
dates,  1816  to  1857,  such  grades  as  VF, 
EF,  or  AU  can  yield  many  fine  coins  for  a 
reasonable  expenditure.  Of  course,  if 
you  can  afford  it,  MS-60  or  MS-63  are 
even  better  grades.  However,  it  would  be 
far  better,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  an  en¬ 
tire  collection  of  cents  in  VF  or  EF  grade, 
than  to  have  just  four  or  five  different 
MS-63  or  finer  coins. 

If  you  are  collecting  Morgan  dollars, 
you  might  use  some  guideline  such  as 
this  for  a  complete  set  of  97  or  so  major 
dates  and  mintmarks:  Make  up  a  list  to 
buy  as  many  different  MS-65  varieties  as 
you  can  for  $300  each  (or  $500,  or  $1,000, 
or  whatever  you  want  to  spend).  Once 
you’ve  done  that,  make  up  a  list  of  the 
remaining  varieties  that  can  each  be 
bought  for  $300  or  less  in  MS-64  grade, 
then  $300  or  less  in  MS-63  grade,  then 
$300  or  less  in  MS-60  to  MS-62  grade. 
Once  you’ve  done  this,  you  will  find  that 
you  have  all  but  a  handful  of  rare  issues. 
Those  rare  issues  you  can  evaluate  one 
by  one.  As  an  example,  perhaps  VF 
would  be  a  good  grade  for  the  1889-CC 
and  1893-S. 

For  each  coin,  do  some  reading  be¬ 
forehand  in  order  to  determine  how  rare 
it  is,  how  the  average  piece  is  apt  to  ap¬ 
pear  (weakly  struck,  sharply  struck, 
etc.),  and  other  characteristics. 

Once  you  own  a  particular  coin,  take 
time  to  appreciate  it.  Gaze  upon  it  and 
contemplate  its  romance  and  history. 
This  is  an  untiring  procedure,  and  one 
that  will  bring  to  you  lasting  enjoyment 
of  the  finest  numismatic  kind.  ■ 
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I942-D  MS«2.  Brilliant . 50 

1942-D  AU-50 . 25 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 465 

1942- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS65.  Brilliant . 95 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS^3.  Brilliant . 38 

1943  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1943  MS-61.  Brilliant . 35 

1943AU-55 . 15 

1943- D  MS^6  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 245 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 90 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 66 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 55 

1943-D  MS<0.  Brilliant . 53 

1943-D  AU-50 . 27 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden 

toning . 750 


1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  If  you  are  enjoying  building 
a  collection  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  this 
issue  offers  many  opportunities.  We  spend  a  lot 
of  time  cherrypicking  such  pieces  for  our  inven¬ 
tory,  to  assure  an  excellent  combination  of 
numerical  grade  and  aesthetic  appeal . 465 


1943-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1943- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 40 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 110 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1944- DMS^5.  Brilliant . 110 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 64 

1944-D  AU-50 . 26 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1944- S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 38 

1945  MS^5.  Brilliant . 97 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS63.  Brilliant . 35 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1945- D  MS^5.  Brilliant . 97 

1945-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 139 

1946  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1946  MS43.  Brilliant . 38 

1946- D  MS05.  Brilliant . 95 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Roll  of  20  for . 725 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 294 

1946- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 110 

1947-D  MS04.  Brilliant . 48 


UBERTY  WALKING 
HALF  DOLLARS 


In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS- 
65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand- 
selected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  tmd  are  brilliant 
or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart  col¬ 
lectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS63 

MS«4 

MS85 

1934 

$88 

$365 

19344) 

239 

$399 

825 

1934-S 

650 

1330 

2995 

1935 

325 

1935-D 

325 

1150 

1935-S 

695 

1936 

63 

149 

1936-D 

140 

365 

1936-S 

189 

259 

465 

1937 

53 

69 

1937-D 

235 

449 

1937-S 

185 

409 

1938 

105 

325 

1938-D 

519 

599 

910 

1939 

140 

1939-D 

140 

1939-S 

235 

1940 

49 

129 

1940-S 

42 

379 

1941 

38 

52 

95 

1941-D 

45 

1941-S 

105 

189 

1350 

1942 

38 

45 

95 

1942-0 

62 

92 

160 

1942-S 

45 

465 

1943 

38 

45 

95 

1943-0 

66 

90 

140 

1943-S 

45 

74 

465 

1944 

35, 

45 

1944-0 

45 

64 

no 

1944-S 

41 

66 

550 

1945 

35 

45 

97 

19454) 

38 

97 

1945-S 

38 

45 

140 

1946 

38 

45 

139 

1946-0 

38 

45 

95 

1946-S 

41 

45 

97 

1947 

38 

45 

169 

1947-0 

48 

no 

Franklin  Half  Dollars 


1948  MS-63.  Brilliant . 22 

1949  MS63.  Brilliant . 39 


1949-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  have  bought  a  large 
number  of  high-quality  Franklin  half  dollars  re¬ 
cently,  with  the  result  that  this  listing  is  one  of 
the  most  comprehensive  we’ve  ever  offered.  45 


1950  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1950  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1950  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning . 165 

1950-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1951  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1951  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 215 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 75 

1953  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1953-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1953-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 49 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1955  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1957  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1957  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1958  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1958  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1959  MS65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1959- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 26 

1960  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  Prool-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  MS65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1963  Prool-66.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Prool-65.  Brilliant . 14 


Draped  Bust  Dollars 

Pleasing  (and  rare)  1796  $1 

1796  Bowers  Borckardt-61.  B-4.  Small  Date,  Large 

Letters.  EF-40.  Attractive  light  gray  toning  with 
some  traces  of  original  mint  lustre.  A  very  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  this  rare  issue . 3,595 

Famous  1797  Small  Letters  $1 

1797  BB-72.  B-2.  SmaU  Letters.  VF-25  (ANACS).  Of  the 

three  die  varieties  of  the  1797  year,  the  Small  Let¬ 
ters  reverse  is  the  most  famous.  In  past  years  a 
great  degree  of  rarity  has  been  ascribed  to  this  is¬ 
sue,  with  some  prominent  cataloguers  stating  that 
only  20  to  30  are  known  in  all  grades.  In  actuality, 
the  number  is  probably  closer  to  a  couple  hundred, 
but  in  absolute  terms  this  remains  one  of  the  more 
elusive  major  varieties  of  the  era . 3,350 

Beautiful  1798  Small  Eagle  Dollar 
15  Obverse  Stars,  Small  Letters 

1798  BB-81.  15  Stars  on  Obverse,  Small  Eagle, 
Small  Letters  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces 
with  traces  of  golden  toning.  Highly  lustrous 
fields.  An  outstanding  example  at  the  AU  grade 
level,  a  pleasing  piece  which  will  be  a  credit  to 
an  advanced  collection.  To  our  mind  the  1798 
combining  15  obverse  stars  with  the  small  letters 
reverse  has  always  been  a  landmturk  in  the  silver 
dollar  series.  Indeed,  this  is  the  only  1798  silver 
dollar  with  15  obverse  stars;  all  others  have  the 
regulation  13.  It  seems  a  likely  circumstance  that 
this  obverse  die  was  made  in  1795  or  before  June 
1796,  when  15  stars  were  standard  (after  which 
time  13  stars  were  used).  The  die  was  completed 
except  for  punching  in  the  date,  and  remained 
unfinished  and  stored  in  a  mint  vault.  In  early 
1 798  the  incomplete  die  had  the  date  1 798  added, 
and  was  at  that  time  used  to  strike  the  variety 
here  offered.  The  reverse  is  similarly  important 
as  it  represents  the  final  use  of  the  small  letters 
reverse  die,  first  used  to  coin  1795  BB-51  silver 
dollcu-s,  then  1796  BB-62,  BB-63,  and  BB-66,  fol¬ 


lowed  by  1797  BB-72 .  12,500 

1800  BB-193.  B-13.  F-15 . 595 


Gobrecht  Dollars 


“Economy”  Gobrecht  Dollar 
1836  J-60.  Proof-lO  (PCGS).  An  attractive  and  quite 
worn  example,  a  circulation  strike,  original,  that 
saw  service  in  the  channels  of  commerce.  Ideal 
for  the  type  or  date  set  of  the  economy-minded 
buyer . 3,750 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

1840  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous.  Silver  surfaces 
with  light  toning.  As  a  general  rule,  Dave  Bowers 
of  our  staff  really  likes  1840  silver  dollars  and 
buys  them  whenever  he  can,  assuming  that  they 


are  attractive  and  the  price  is  right . 1,595 

1840  AU-53  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 895 


1840  AU-50  (PCI).  The  1840  Liberty  Seated  dollar  in 
high  grades  (AU  or  liner)  is  quite  a  bit  rtu-er  than 
current  catalogues  reflect,  in  our  opinion. .  750 
1842  AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermingled  pink  and  cham¬ 
pagne  iridescence,  with  most  of  the  original  mint 


lustre  still  surviving . 650 

1842  EF40 . 295 

1843  EF45 . 375 


Remarkable  1846-0  Dollar 
1846-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden 
toning.  A  remarkable  specimen  of  an  issue 
which,  when  seen,  is  usually  found  well  worn. 
Definitely  in  the  top  1%  or  2%  of  known  speci¬ 
mens.  The  connoisseur  and  specialist  will 
appreciate  this  beauty . 2,595 


World  Auction  Record  Coin  Sold 
by  New  Hampshire  Auction  Firm 

by  David  Hewett 

The  following  article  appeared  in  the 
June,  1997  issue  o(  Maine  Antique  Digest 
and  is  reprinted  here  with  permission. 

Any  questions  about  whether  coin 
collectors  and  dealers  had  any  money 
left  after  last  year’s  banner  buys  were 
answered  on  April  6-8  when  the 
Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  firm  of 
Bowers  and  Merena  offered  the  third 
and  final  part  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.,  Collection  of  American  coins  in 
New  York  City. 

There  was  excitement  last  year  at 
the  second  Eliasberg  sale  when  a  1913 
Liberty  nickel  brought  a  stunning 
$1,485,000  but  the  April  1997  session 
turning  into  an  adrenalin-pumping 
shootout. 

Records  tumbled  time  and  time  again 
(36  coins  went  over  the  $100,000  mark, 
and  some  brought  almost  three  times 
the  estimates),  but  the  biggest  sale  of  all 
came  at  just  after  8  p.m.  on  April  8  when 
auctioneer  Dave  Bowers  offered  the  rar¬ 
ity  of  rarities,  an  “original”  1804  silver  dollar. 

Only  eight  1804  silver  dollars  are  known  as  “originals,”  but  they  weren’t  minted 
in  1804,  as  the  term  would  indicate,  but  in  1834-35.  Although  mint  records  state 
that  19,750  silver  dollars  were  struck  in  1804,  the  current  belief  is  that  none  of 
those  coins  bore  1804  dates. 

No  1804-dated  examples  had  been  found  up  to  1834-35,  when  silver  dollars  bear¬ 
ing  the  date  1804  were  needed  at  the  mint  for  a  variety  of  purposes,  so  dies  were 
prepared,  and  at  least  eight  examples  struck.  Those  are  now  known  as  “originals,” 
and  those  struck  later,  in  1858  and  after,  are  termed  “restrikes.”  The  example  sold 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  has  a  solid  history  since  its  purchase  at  the  mint  in  1843, 
giving  it  the  best  documentation  of  any  of  the  “original”  dollars. 

That  coin  became  the  world’s  hipest-priced  coin  to  sell  at  auction  when  it  was 
bought  by  Greg  Roberts,  the  president  of  a  numismatics  firm,  for  $1,815,000  with 
buyer’s  premium. 

The  final  figure  for  the  complete  Eliasberg  collection  sale  totals  over  $44  md- 
lion,  making  It  the  most  valuable  collection  of  American  coins  ever  sold  at  auction. 

The  wild  bidding  action  at  the  April  session  made  Supermen  out  of  mild-man¬ 
nered  numismatists.  Collector/dealer  Jay  Parrino  took  on  Mr.  Eccentricity  himself, 
tattooed,  orange-haired,  Chicago  Bulls  superstar  and  media  darling  Dennis  Rod- 
man,  and  when  the  smoke  cleared,  Rodman  found  himself  playing  the  unfamiliar 
role  of  second  best. 

Parrino  took  an  incredible  1885  silver  trade  dollar  away  from  Rodman  for 
,$907,500. 

There  are  only  five  known  examples  Of  the  elusive  1885  coin,  and  the  specimen 
sold  here  was  graded  Proof-65  (about  as  close  to  perfection  as  is  possible),  but  it 
Isn’t  a  mainstream  coin.  Trade  dollars  were  used  mainly  in  the  Orient,  and  al- 
thoup  a  full  run  doesn’t  encompass  a  lai^  number  of  examples,  at  least  two  dates 
are  so  elusive,  the  average  collector  can  never  complete  the  series. 

That  $907,500  price  says  an  awful  lot  about  the  fervor  with  which  examples 
from  the  Eliasberg  collection  were  pursued  by  collectors  and  dealers. 


ered  by  collectors  to  be  the 
“King  of  American  Coins,”  was  re- 
aiiy  struck  in  1834-35.  This  ex¬ 
ample  became  the  highest-priced 
coin  of  any  type  or  origin  to  sell  at 
auction  when  it  brought 
$1,815,000  on  April  8. 


1853  AU-55  (PCGS).  Quite  scarce  in  all  grades.  It  is 

believed  that  most  of  the  mintage  weis  shipped 
to  the  Orient  and  melted . 1,295 

Notable  1854  $1  Rarity 

1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  lightly  toned. 

Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  difficult  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this  grade 
level . 5,395 

Marvelous  Gem  Proof  1856  $1 
1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen, 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  of  this  two-way 
rarity.  First,  as  a  date  the  1856  is  one  of  the  most 
elusive  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series.  Nearly 
all  business  strikes  were  melted  or  exported. 
Even  an  AU  would  be  a  major  rarity,  and  a  Mint 
State  coin  would  be  a  landmark.  Proofs  were 
struck  in  limited  numbers  for  collectors — just  a 
few  dozen  coins  in  all.  Of  these,  the  present 
specimen  is  one  of  the  very  finest  to  survive. 
Surfaces  are  toned  light  gold  over  deep  mirror 
background.  The  strike  is  needle  sharp.  If  you 
offered  to  pay  twice  our  price,  we  doubt  if  you 
could  find  this  coin’s  equcil.  A  gem  that  will  grace 

the  finest  cabinet  of  silver  dollars .  29,875 

Choice  Mint  State  1859  $1 
1859  MS63  (PCGS),  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant.  In 
true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the  rar¬ 
est  dates  of  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series  and 


is  very  much  underrated . 4,950 

1859-0  AU-53  (NGC) . 525 

1860  AU-58  (NGC) . 1,095 


Mint  State  1860-0  Dollar 
1860-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Most  probably  from  the 
Treasury  hoard  of  this  variety,  most  examples 
from  which  have  been  widely  scattered. .  2,650 
Seldom  Seen  1861  Dollar 
1861  AU-55  (PCGS).  Seldom  seen  in  high-grade 
business  strike  form.  Rare!  Rare!  Rare!  ....  2,650 
Gem  Proof  1863  Rarity 
1863  Proof64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  and  blue 
toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  One  of  the  fin¬ 
est  we’ve  ever  offered  of  this  highly  prized  date. 
The  1863  is  a  rarity  in  any  and  all  grades.  6,350 
Splendid  Mint  State  1863  $1 
1863  MS63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed. 


A  magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State, 
and  even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here 

presented . 6,650 

1863  AU-55.  Delightful  gold  and  lilac  toning,  with 
most  of  the  original  lustre  still  surviving.  A  rar¬ 
ity  in  all  business  strike  grade  levels . 1,795 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly  prized  rarity  in  this  grade  (and 
just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  Nearly  cdl  high- 
grade  pieces  on  the  market  are  Proofs;  AU  and 

Mint  State  business  strikes  are  rarities .  1,450 

1869  AU-50 . 575 

Blazing  Proof^3  1871  $1 

1871  Proof63.  A  handsome,  brilliant  example.  The 

devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  are 
glittering  mirrors.  Ideal  for  either  a  type  or  date 
set . 2,850 

1872  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gold  and  rose  toning.  550 

Morgan  Dollars 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64,  prooflike  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  a  whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 315 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  (7/8  TF).  MS65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  Ever  popular  “changeover"  variety.  1,850 
1878  VAM-37.  Doubled  Tailfeathers,  MS-63 

(ANACS).  Brilliant . 109 

1878  VAM-38,  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCI). 

Brilliant . 275 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Bril¬ 
liant . 109 

1878  VAM-41A.  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64, 

DMPL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-61  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 79 

I878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 945 

1878-CC  MS-64,  deep  mirror  prooflike . 595 

18784:C  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1878-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

18784:C  AU-58.  Brilliant . 69 

1878-CC  VAM-2.  AU-50 . 59 

1878-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 219 

1878-S  MS64  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 56 

1878- S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 56 

Rare  1879-CC  Dollar 

1879- CC  Capped  Die  (more  correctly  described  as 
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Large  CC  Mintmark  over  Small  CC  Mlntmark;  the 
“Capped  Die  nomenclature  should  be  completely 


discarded).  MS<3  (PCGS) . 2,895 

Beautiful  1879-CC  Rarity 
1879-CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC  (Capped  Die,  so 
called)  MS-63  (PCI).  Deep  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 2,895 

1879-CC  AU-50  (NGC),  Deeply  toned . 850 

1879-0  MS^4.  Brilliant . 420 

1879-0  MS64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 420 

1879-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 

1879-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Lightly 

toned . 325 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 105 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.105 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1879-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1879-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1880  8/7.  VAM-9  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1880  MS64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 77 


ISSOCC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
The  Reverse  of  78  is  about  four  times  rarer  than 


the  regular  reverse  of  this  year . 1,795 

188(K:C  Reverse  of  1878.  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  595 

I880-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 255 

t8804:C  MS-60.  Brilliant . 165 

1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

188043  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 325 

1880-0  MS-62  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 100 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 100 

1880-0  MS61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 63 

18804)  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

I880-S  MS-66  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

I880-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 308 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 308 

1880-S  MS-65,  deep  mirror  prooflike  (NGC). ...  319 

t880-S  MS-65,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 145 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1880S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 125 

1880- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1881  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1881- CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  lustre.  Brilliant  at  the 
centers,  with  hints  of  rosy  gold  at  the  rims.  945 

1881-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing  on  obverse . 420 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 420 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1881-CC  MS43.  Brilliant . 199 

1881-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

I881-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  toning . 308 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 308 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1881-S  MS65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 125 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning  on  ob¬ 
verse . 125 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 125 

1881-S  MS-64,  prooflike . 59 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1881-S  MS-64.  Lightly  toned . 41 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 41 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 41 


1881-S  MS63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  popular 
coins  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  We  recently 
bought  a  really  nice  group  of  these,  and  they  are 
selling  fast.  If  you  haven’t  yet  bought  one,  now's 


the  time!  Only . 31 

1882  MS-65,  Brilliant . 469 

1882-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 


1882-CC  MS43.  Brilliant . 80 

1882-0  MS44.  Brilliant . 63 

1882-0/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Popular,  scarce,  and  quite 
curious  “overmintmark”  issue.  Brilliant...  1,050 

1882-0/S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  toning  on  the  periphery . 375 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 336 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1882-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Golden  toning . 125 

1882- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1883- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 

1883-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 225 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1883-CC  MS-63,  prooflike  (NGC) . 79 

1883-CC  MS-63,  deep  mirror  prooflike . 129 

1883- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning,  around 

rim . 28 

1884- CC  MS-65,  prooflike(NGC) . 245 

1884-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 225 

1884-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 88 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 125 

1884- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1885  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1885  MS-64  Nicely  toned . 41 

18854:C  MS-65.  Brilliant . 469 

1885- CC  VAM-3.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1885-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Your  editor  considers 

these  to  be  incredibly  cheap  at  only . 239 

188SCC  MS62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 225 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1885-0  MS-65  (ANACS).  Deep  golden  toning  on  the 

obverse.  The  reverse  is  brilliant . 125 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

18850  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1885-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140 

1885- S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 140 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1886  AU-50.  Brilliant . 20 

1886- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rare 

in  Mint  State  (although  readily  available  in  lower 
grades) . 925 

1886-0  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 925 

1886-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1886-0  AU-55  (NGC) . 119 

1886-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 550 

1886-S  MS-63,  prooflike . 295 

1886-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Nicely  toned  in  blue  and  irides¬ 
cent  hues . 259 

1886- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 182 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in 

this  high  grade.  One  of  the  hundreds  of  hand¬ 
picked  Morgan  dollars  recently  added  to  our 

stock . 1,135 

1887/6  VAM-2  MS-61  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 315 

1887  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 125 

1887  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 42 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1887- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1887-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 90 

1887-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1887-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 

1887-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1888  MS-64,  DMPL  (NGC) . 1,350 

1888  MS-64,  prooflike  (PCI) . 105 

1888  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 


1888-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 450 

1888-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 490 

1888-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Attractive  golden  rose  pe- 

riphercil  toning . 219 

1888-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 219 

1888-S  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 169 

1888-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quality!  You’ve 

come  to  the  right  place! . 169 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 335 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 50 


Delightful  1889-CC  Dollar  Rarity 

1889-CC  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  bril¬ 
liant  example  of  this  rare  date.  Deep  mirrored 
fields  surround  cameo  devices  creating  a  stun¬ 
ning  visual  treat.  One  of  the  great  key  issues  in 


the  Morgan  silver  dollar  series . 13,500 

1889-0  M&04.  Brilliant . 609 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 609 

1889-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1889-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 225 

1889-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1889-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 329 

1889-S  MS-64  (Compugrade).  Brilliant . 329 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS),  Lustrous  with  light  iridescent 

surfaces . 140 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 140 

1889- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1890  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1890  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 

1890- CC  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  One  of  the 

scarcest  Carson  City  Mint  Morgan  issues  at  the 
MS-64  grade  level . 735 

1890-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 399 

1890-CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 399 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1890-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 70 

1890-0  MS02.  Brilliant . 48 

1890-0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 48 

1890-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1890-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . ; . 129 

1890-S  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1890-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 70 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 70 

1890- S  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant . 659 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 64 

1891- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1891-CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 275 

1891-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 168 

1891-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 685 

1891-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1891-0  Ms-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 225 

1891-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1891-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1891-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 195 

1891- S  MS-63  (PCD.  Brilliant . 70 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1892  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1892  MS-62  (PCD-  Brilliant . 159 

1892- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are 

frosty  and  the  fieids  show  considerable  prooflike 
character . 1,295 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 795 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 495 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCD-  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 495 

1892-CC  AU-55  (PCGS) . 319 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 580 


1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  gold  toning.  580 


Bechtler  Gold  Coins 


(some  new-old  information) 


Bechtier's  gold  coiN.-Mr.  Bechtler  has 
politely  furnished  us  with  the  subjoined 
statement  of  money  coined  by  him  from 


From  the  1830s 
through  the  early 
18S0s,  in  the  hills  of 
North  Carolina  at 
Rutherfordtom  the 
Bechtler  family  op¬ 
erated  its  own  pri¬ 
vate  mint  Using  native  gold  from 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia  they  fash¬ 
ioned  their  own  gold  $1,  $2.50,  and  $5 
pieces.  In  their  day  the  Bechtlers  turned 
out  many  thousands  of  coins.  Later, 
most  were  melted  or  became  lost. 
Today,  all  Bechtler  coins  are  scarce, 
with  the  $2.50  denomination  being 
particularly  so. 

A  curious  aspect  of  American 
minting  history  is  that  Uncle  Sam  let 
the  Bechtlers  operate  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  mint  in  North  Carolina  at  the 
same  time  when  the  federal 
government's  own  mint  was  in  opera¬ 
tion  (beginning  in  1838)  at  Charlotte  in 
the  same  state. 

Although  the  field  of  privately- 
struck  gold  coins  would  eventually 
grow  to  include  various  minters  in  San 
Francisco,  Oregon,  Salt  Lake  City,  Den¬ 
ver,  and  elsewhere,  in  the  first  half  of 
the  I9th  century  the  Bechtlers  had  no 
serious  competitors. 

Relative  to  the  Bechtler  coinage,  the 
other  day  we  were  browsing  through 
our  file  of  Niles'  Weekly  Register  and 
came  across  this  notice  in  the  issue  of 
August  6, 1836: 

"north  CAROLINA  GOLD  MINES.  The 
following  statement  from  the  Ruther¬ 
ford  (NC)  Gazette,  would  seem  to 
remove  the  impression  pretty  effectu¬ 
ally,  that  the  southern  gold  mines  are 
becoming  exhausted:- 


the  18'’’  of  January,  1834,  to  the  12*  Decem¬ 
ber,  1836,  together  with  the  amount  of  gold 
fluxed  during  the  same  period.  Most  of  the 
gold  was  taken  from  the  mines  in  Ruther¬ 
ford  and  Burke  counties,  although  much  of 
it  is  stamped  Georgia  gold.  It  will  be  seen 


that  the  subjoined 
statement  extends  no 
later  down  than  12* 
December,  1835.  Since 
that  time,  instead  of 
being  a  falling  off, 
there  has  been  an  in¬ 
crease  of  business. 

"We  paid  him  a  visit  on  last  Saturday, 
when  he  had  just  polished  off  the  last 
$3,000  for  a  day's  work.  Mr.  B.  has 
promised  to  furnish  us  with  a  statement 
of  the  amount  coined  and  fluxed  since 
that  period,  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

“State  of  the  amount  of  gold  coined 
and  fluxed  by  Christopher  Bechtler,  near 
Rutherford,  NC  Amount  coined  in  $5, 
$2.5,  and  $1  pieces,  from  the  18*  January, 
1834,  to  22d  December  1834— $109,73250. 
Amount  coined  in  $5,  $25,  and  $1  pieces 
from  the  22d  December,  1834,  to  the  12* 
December,  1835-$695,895.00.  Total- 
$805,62750.  Number  of  dvrts  fluxed 
from  the  22d  December,  1834,  to  the  12* 
December,  1835-$711,533.50.  Number 
of  dwts  fluxed  from  the  18*  January, 
1834,  to  the  22  December,  1834— 
$395,804-TotaI  $1,107,387.50. 

"These  statements  prove  the  im¬ 
mense  extent  of  the  mining  interest 
in  this  section  of  the  state.  We  do  not 
know  to  what  proportion  this  forms 
to  the  amount  collected  from  the 
mines,  perhaps  a  half,  perhaps  not  one 
fifth.  Yet  mining  has  not  fairly  com¬ 
menced  with  us.  Deposite mining  [placer 
mining;  mining  from  streams  and  soil] 
is  more  profitable  than  ever,  and  vein 
mining,  though  it  has  been  but  barely 
tested,  is  yet  sufficiently  so  to  induce 
several  large  capitalists  to  embark  in 
the  experiment  extensively." 


1892-0  MS-64  (PCD.  Brilliant . 580 

1892- S  EF-40 . 165 

1893  MS64.  Brilliant . 1,295 

1893  MS-63.  Brilliant . 819 

1893  VAM-2.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 199 

1893- CC  MS.62  (PCD.  Brilliant  on  the  obverse  and 

light  yellow  and  blue  toning  at  the  rims  on  the 
reverse . 1,450 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 1,595 

1893-CC  MS^l,  prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant. .  1,595 

1893-CC  MS61.  Brilliant.  Wow! . 1,495 

1893-CC  VF-35  (ANACS) . 265 

18934)  MS60.  Brilliant . 1,450 

1893-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1893-0  AU-53.  Brilliant . 625 

1893-0  AU-50.  Deep  golden  peripheral  toning.  595 

1893-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 595 

1893-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 595 

Significant  1893-S  Dollar 
1893-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen,  a 
coin  that  retains  much  of  its  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre . 13,500 

Sharp  1893-S  Dollar 

1893-S  EF-40  (ANACS).  One  cannot  have  too  much 
of  a  good  thing,  and  every  time  we  see  a  nice 
1893-S  such  as  this,  we  buy  it . 3,795 

Rare  1893-S  Dollar 


1893-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  splendid  example  of  this 


rarity . 3,795 

1893S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare  and 
desirable  branch  mint  issue . 695 

1893- S  G-4  (PCD . 625 

1894  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 695 

1894  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1894  AU-55  (PCD.  Brilliant . 695 

1894  AU-50.Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  re¬ 
main . 630 

1894  AU-50  (PCGS) . 630 

1894- 0  AU-53  (PCD.  Weakly  struck.  Light  golden 

toning . 135 

1894-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 168 

1894-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 168 

1894-0  AU-50  (PCD . 168 

1894-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 799 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCD-  Brilliant . 799 

1894-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 595 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1894-S  VAM-IA.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 476 

1894-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 295 

1894- S  EF-45 . 129 

1895- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  golden  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 895 

1895-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning  sur¬ 
rounds  brilliant  centers . 325 

1895-0  EF40  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning . 219 

1895-0  VAM-3.  Doubled  5.  EF40 . 219 

Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lustre. 
Needle  sharp  strike.  A  far  nicer  them  usually  seen 
specimen  of  this  key  San  Francisco  Mint  issue.  If 
you  have  been  searching  for  a  particularly 

choice  1895-S,  your  quest  ends  here! . 3,350 

Quality  1895-S  Dollar 

1895-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  It  takes  quite  a  bit  of  looking 
to  find  quality  1895-S  dollars,  as  this  issue  and 
also  1893-CC  are  nearly  always  very  heavily 

bagmarked.  You’ll  really  like  this  one! . 2,750 

1895-S/S  VAM-3.  AU-55  (.ANACS).  Brilliant . 995 


1895- S  EF45  (PCD . 495 

1896  Proof-63  (ANACS).  Delicate  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  issue . 1,695 

1896  MS-65  (PCD-  Brilliant . 155 

1896  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 27 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1896- 0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 695 

1896-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1896-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1896-0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 135 

1896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119 

1896-0  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . . . 119 

1896-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1896-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1896-S  MS62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1896- S  MS-62  (PCD-  Brilliant  with  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 1,050 

1897  MS-65.  Brilliant . 280 

1897  MS-65  (PCGS).  /Vmber  toning . 280 

1897  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1897- 0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 809 

1897-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 809 

1897-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 115 

1897-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 105 

1897-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1897-S  MS-65,  deep  mirror  prooflike  (NGC).  A 
prize  Morgan  dollar  that’s  sure  to  please  1,350 

1897-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1897-S  MS-64,  Brilliant . 87 

1897- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 63 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 190 

1898- 0  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 26 

1898-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1898-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 350 

1898-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1898-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..  230 

1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1898- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1899  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1899  MS-64,  Brilliant . 155 

1899- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1899-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 435 

1899- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1900  MS-64.  Brilliant . ! . 49 

1900- 0/CC  MS-64,  Brilliant . 465 

1900-0/CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1900-0/CC  MS-62.(PCGS),  Brilliant . 265 

1900-0/CC  MS-62  (PCD-  Brilliant . 265 

1900-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1900-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280 

1900-S  MS-63  (PCD-  Brilliant . 169 

1900-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1900-S  AU-58 . 75 

1900-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 75 
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1901  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  extremeiy 

weii-struck . 995 

1901  AU-55 .  372 

1901  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 372 

1901  AU-53  (PCGS) . 294 

1901  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 265 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS),  Brilliant . 265 

1901-S  MS-64.  Briiiiant . 699 

1901-S  MS-63.  Briiiiant . 445 

1901- S  AU-58.  Briiiiant . 145 

1902  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1902  MS65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 490 

1902- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1902-0  MS-64,  prooflike . 325 

1902-0  MS-63  (NGC).  A  whisper  of  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 35 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 535 

1902-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 240 

1902- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1903  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1903  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1903  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1903- 0  MS^4.  Brilliant . 210 

1903A)  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 210 

19030  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 210 

1903-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

19030  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 189 

19030  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

19030  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 175 

1903-S  EF40 . 325 

1903- S  EF40  (ANACS) . 325 

1904  MS«2  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

19040  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

19040  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

Gem  1904-S  Dollar  Rarity 

1904- S  MS44  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem.  Key 

date . 2,940 

1904-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 1,925 

1904-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1904-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 560 

1921  MS65.  Brilliant . 125 

1921-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 280 

1921-D  MS63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 39 

1921-D  MS-63  (Hallmark),  Brilliant . 39 

1921-D  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1921-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 119 


MORGAN  SILVER 
DOLLARS 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for  other 
grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings).  Each 
coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant  or  attrac¬ 
tively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand-picked  by 
us-«s  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you  want  the  fin¬ 
est  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for  the  price 
paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you  build  an 
award-winning  collection! 

VARIETY  MS«3  MS«4  MS«5 

1878  7/8  TF  $109  $255 

1878  7  TF 

56 

115 

1878-CC 

$945 

1878-S 

56 

219 

1879 

45 

759 

1879-CC 

3050 

4650 

1879-0 

149 

420 

1879-S 

41 

125 

1880 

42 

77 

869 

1880CC 

255 

639 

1880-0 

325 

1595 

1880-S 

31 

41 

125 

1881 

39 

77 

796 

1881-CC 

199 

239 

420 

1881-0 

1260 

1881-S 

31 

41 

125 

1882 

39 

469 

1882-CC 

255 

1882-0 

39 

759 

1882-S 

30 

125 

1883 

52 

125 

1883-CC 

92 

225 

1883-0 

28 

41 

125 

1884 

49 

225 

1884A;C 

73 

88 

225 

18844) 

29 

41 

1885 

41 

125 

1885-CC 

239 

259 

469 

18854) 

29 

41 

1885-S 

169 

399 

1886 

29 

42 

125 

18864) 

2795 

1886-S 

259 

550 

1887 

29 

42 

125 

18874) 

90 

315 

1887-S 

149 

475 

1888 

35 

49 

159 

18884) 

450 

1888-S 

219 

490 

1889 

35 

50 

335 

18894) 

225 

609 

1889-S 

185 

329 

1890 

42 

155 

18904;C 

399 

735 

18900 

70 

169 

1890S 

70 

129 

819 

1891 

119 

659 

1891-00 

275 

539 

2380 

18914) 

225 

685 

189 1-S 

70 

195 

1295 

1892 

280 

575 

VARIETY 

MS«3 

MS«4 

MS«5 

18924:0 

$795 

$1295 

18924) 

219 

580 

1893 

819 

1295 

18934:0 

3250 

1894-S 

799 

1400 

1895-S 

3350 

1896 

38 

$155 

1897 

38 

49 

280 

18974) 

4060 

1897-S 

63 

87 

490 

1898 

190 

18984) 

38 

45 

125 

1898-S 

230 

420 

1899 

94 

155 

18994) 

35 

130 

1899-S 

235 

435 

1900 

35 

49 

149 

19004) 

35 

48 

129 

19004)/00 

325 

465 

1900-S 

169 

280 

1400 

19014) 

185 

1901-S 

445 

699 

1902 

490 

19024) 

35 

140 

1902-S 

240 

535 

1903 

185 

19034) 

189 

210 

365 

1903-S 

4650 

1904 

450 

19044) 

32 

125 

1904-S 

1925 

2940 

1921  Morgan 

24 

31 

125 

1921-D 

53 

280 

1921-S 

39 

119 

1400 

Peace  Dollars 

1921  Peace  MS-64.  Brilliant . 455 

1921  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully  struck.  995 

1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1922  MS64.  Brilliant . 42 

1922  MS-63,  Brilliant . 24 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 485 

1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1922-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 285 

1922- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 28 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 640 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 42 

1923- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  gem 

specimen . 1,450 

1923-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240 

1923-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1923-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1923- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 

1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1924  MS-65,  Brilliant . 150 

1924  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 150 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1924  MS-64  (NGC),  Pale  golden  toning . 45 

1924  MS-63,  Brilliant . 24 

1924- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  High  grade  1924-S  dollars 

combining  a  high  number  plus  eye  appeal  are 
hard  to  find . 1,175 

1924-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 1,175 

1924-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 375 

1924-S  MS-62.  Light  golden  toning . 165 


A  Unkjue  Numismatic  Collectible!!! 


Order  your  choice  for  $3  or  select  one 
FREE  with  any  order  of  $50  or  more! 


Virgil  Brand  was  perhaps  the  leading  numismadst  of  the  early  20*  century.  His  cabinet  num¬ 
bered  over  300,00  items,  acquired  individually,  in  small  groups,  or  in  major  collections  pur¬ 
chased.  Brand  kept  very  detailed  notes  of  all  of  his  purchases  and  saved  his  correspondence — 
even  the  envelopes  themselves!  We  acquired  a  selection  of  these  envelopes  addressed  to  Virgil 
Brand  from  various  important  dealers  of  the  era.  Each  envelopte  is  in  nice  condition  with  clean 
stamps  and  without  significant  tears  or  other  defects.  The  majority  of  these  have  been  carefully 
opened  along  the  top  edge.  Take  your  pick  from  these  listed  below  for  just  $3  a  piece.  Or,  with 
any  order  your  place  from  this  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector  for  $50  or  more,  you  can  choose  one 
for  FREE.  Offer  good  only  while  supply  lasts. 

American  Numismatic  Society 
S.H  and  H.  Chapman 
Henry  Chapman 
S.H.  Chapman 
Chicago  Numismatic  Society 
David  Mauritius 
Thomas  Elder 
Ben  Green 
Lyman  H.  Low 

Stamp  and  Coin  Exchange  (NYC) 

C.H.  Hanson,  Die  Sinker 
J.C.  Mitchelson 
Money  and  Stamp  Brokerage 
Royal  Money  and  Stamp  Company 
Stevens  and  Company 
United  States  Coin  and  Stamp  Exchange 
HE.  Morey 
James  B.  Pelletier 

St.  Louis  Stamp  and  Coin  Company 
Elmer  S.  Sears 


1924-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 159 

1924- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 49 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1925  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1925  MS-63.  Brilliant . 27 

1925  MS61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 50 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 

1925- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1926  MS65.  Brilliant . 325 

1926- D  MS-64,  Brilliant . 189 

1926-D  MS-63,  Brilliant . 115 

1926-D  MS62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1926- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 18 

Notable  Quality  1927  $1 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny,  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  A  gem! . 2,495 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS)..  Brilliant . 69 

1927- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1927-DMS63.  Brilliant . 215 

1927-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 145 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1927-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 69 


This  &  That 


GOOD  INSIGHT:  "The  first  and  only  war  that  the  US  has  lost  was  also  its 
stupidest  war  (in  terms  of  lives  and  money)— Vietnam.  Now  the  US  is  losing  two 
additional  wars — the  'war  against  drugs'  and  the  'war  against  guns.'  As  for  the  drug 
war,  it's  demand  that's  keeping  drugs  pouring  into  the  US.  As  long  as  demand  is 
huge  [and  it  is  HUGE],  the  supply  will  be  there  to  meet  it.  But  the  government  keeps 
trying  to  cut  off  supply.  It  isn’t  working;  it  never  has.  In  the  meantime,  our  prisons 
are  filling  up  with  drug  suppliers,  dealers,  and  users  [many  users  are  sellers  of  pot). 
It's  costing  the  nation  tens  of  billions  of  dollars.  And  it's  a  losing  war.  As  for  the 
war  on  guns,  this  is  just  senseless.  What  this  war  does  is  limit  honest  citizens'  access 
to  guns  while  the  bad  guys  get  all  the  guns  they  mnt'\  [Richard  Russell's  Dow 
Theory  Letters) 

-A  .m  -A  M 

LONGEVITY:  An  article  in  a  recent  issueof  the  Harvard  Health  Leffer[to  which 
we  have  subscribed  for  a  number  of  years),  by  Patricia  Thomas,  noted  in  part  "One 
person  says  that  the  secret  to  a  long  life  is  vegetables  and  vigorous  exercise,  another 
swears  by  beef  and  gin,  and  a  third  gives  the  credit  to  daily  prayer.  Anyone  who 
watches  morning  television  or  reads  a  local  paper  knows  that  centenarians  have 
many  different  explanations  for  why  the/ve  lived  so  long.  And  so,  it  turns  out, 
does  modern  science.  Experts  no  longer  believe  in  a  single  model  for  longevity. 
Instead,  it  is  just  as  likely  that  each  of  the  nation's  52,000  centenarians  reached  that 
milestone  because  of  a  unique  mix  of  environmental,  behavioral,  and  genetic 
factors."  The  article  went  on  to  say  that  some  things  have  been  found  to  extend 
life,  such  as  in  "genetically  engineered  fruit  flies  that  lived  1/3  longer  than  normal." 
Moreover,  certain  series  of  experiments  on  animals  "demonstrates  that  calorie 
restrictions  an  extend  the  average  and  maximum  life  expectancies  for  creatures 
as  diverse  as  fish,  fleas,  fruit  flies,  and  rodents.  Still  lacking,  however,  is  proof  that 
humans  and  other  primates  will  reap  similar  benefits." 

M  A  M  M 

ANYONE  WHO  DOES  NOT  have  a  headache  an  get  one  quickly  by  watching 
all  of  the  TV  commercials  about  how  to  get  r/d  of  headaches.  And,  who  ever  heard 
of  the  word  "abs"  before  a  couple  years  ago  when  infomercials  became  popular? 

-.4  .4 

GEORGE  KOLBE,  veteran  ataloguer  of  out-of-print  numismatic  literature, 
seems  to  keep  an  ever  watchful  eye  on  things  of  interest  that  he  thinks  we  an  use, 
the  latest  being  a  photocopy  of  an  entry  from  a  catalogue  by  Jacques  Schulman, 
of  Amsterdam,  December  4, 1905,  in  which  items  from  the  collection  of  Lyman  H. 
Low  were  offered  for  sale  [rather  strange  venue  for  Items  from  this  New  York  dealer 
to  be  sold,  don’t  you  thinlo’).  Anyway  among  the  listing  was  Lot  105,  a  group  of 
15  counterstamped  U.S.  copper  large  cents,  mostly  with  initials  but  one  with  the 
figure  of  an  Indian.  The  group  was  described  as  being  "interesting." 


1927-S  MS-64 . 715 

1927-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1927-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1927- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 56 

1928  MS-64.  Brilliant . 550 

1928  MS63.  Brilliant . 275 

1928  MS-62.  Brilliant . 195 

1928  MS61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 189 

1928  AU-50 . 162 

1928- S  MS64.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1928-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1934  MS65.  Brilliant . 1,275 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240 

1934  MS-62.  Briiiiant . 76 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 

1934-D  MS-63 . 185 

1934-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1934-S  Peace  Dollar 

1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  on 

frosty  surfaces . 2,650 

1934-S  MS60.  Brilliant . 1,225 

1934-S  AU-55  (  PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces . 550 

1934- S  AU-50.  Attractive . 434 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 715 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 150 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 81 

1935  MS-62.  Brilliant . 49 

1935  MS-60.  Brilliant . 39 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,025 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 


PEACE  DOLLARS 

Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  htind-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly  and 
attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the  finest 
extcmt  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular  about 
quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS65 

1921 

$175 

$455 

1922 

24 

42 

$145 

19224) 

32 

55 

485 

1922-S 

285 

1923 

24 

42 

145 

19234) 

235 

1450 

1923-S 

59 

240 

1924 

24 

45 

150 

1924-S 

375 

1925 

45 

1925-S 

115 

525 

1926 

65 

325 

1926-D 

115 

189 

550 

1926-S 

165 

915 

1927 

105 

250 

2495 

1927-D 

215 

575 

1927-S 

230 

715 

1928 

550 

2950 

1928-S 

295 

1250 

1934 

105 

240 

1275 

1934-D 

185 

525 

1825 

1934-S 

2650 

3450 

1935 

150 

715 

1935-S 

225 

365 

1025 

16 
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TRADE  DOLLARS 


Gorgeous  Proof  1874  Trade  Dollar 
1874  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  This 
coin  is  one  of  the  nicest  Proofs  we’ve  ever  of¬ 
fered  of  this  elusive  date . 2,695 

1874  Proof-60.  Gunmetal-blue  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  over  mirror  surfaces . 1,150 

1874S  AU-58  (ANACS) . 285 

1875  Type  l/Il.  Proof-61.  Brillicuit.  Rarer  than  gen¬ 
erally  supposed . 1,250 

Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 

18758  Type  l/I.  M564.  A  lovely  gem  of  uncompromis¬ 
ing  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as  the  day  it 

vras  minted  graces  pale  gold  surfaces . 2,895 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1876  Type  I/II.  MS63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Fairly  scarce  so  fine . 1,250 

18765  Type  1/1.  MS62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1876S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much  lus¬ 
tre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 

1877  MS63.  Pale  chcunpagne  iridescence  comple¬ 

ments  the  frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of  golden  brown 
can  be  seen  at  the  obverse  periphery . 1,495 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ...  1,495 
1877  MS63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it  is 

much  sharper  than  most . 1,495 

1877-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A  key  issue  in  the  series. 

Particularly  elusive  in  higher  grades . 1,695 

1877-S  AU-55 . 310 

1877-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  blue  and 

gold . 310 

1877-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 310 

18785  MS62.  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  Exception¬ 
ally  nice  for  the  grade . 850 

1878S  AU-58 .  369 

Gem  Proof  1879  Trade  $1 
1879  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  A  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  this  ever-popular  Proof-only  year.  6,000 
1881  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
pale  golden  peripheral  toning.  Rare  date,  ever 
popular  because  of  its  low  mintage . 1,850 


$1  GOLD  PIECES 


Superb  Gem  1849  Gold  Dollar 
1849  Small  Head,  L  on  Truncation.  MS-65  (NGC). 
Light  green-gold.  Meticulously  detailed  and  su¬ 


perb  in  every  regard . 6,795 

1852  MS61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1853  MS61  (NGC) . 355 

1854  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1855  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

Rare  1859-S  Gold  Dollar 
1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  You’ll  like  the  quality  of  this 
1859-8  gold  dollar,  which,  at  this  grade  level  is 

quite  rMe . 2,495 

1868  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 


QUARTER  EAGLES 


Rare  1807  Quarter  Eagle 
1807  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  yellow  gold  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  early  qucuder  eagle  date.  5,995 

Mint  State  1834  $2.50 

1834  Classic  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  First  year  of  the 
new  design.  Scarce  in  all  Mint  State  levels.5,500 
1839  Breen-6148.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  at¬ 


tractive . 1,895 

18424)  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  specimen 

of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue . 1,750 

1852  MS62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1854  MS62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1855  AU-58  (PCGsi  Brilliant . 340 

Notable  1869-S  $2.50 


1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite  rare  in 


TERMS  OF  SALE 

^  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine. 

^  30-day  return  privilege  (7  days  for 
certified  coins). 

Photograde  and  ANA  grading. 
Visa,  Mastercard,  and  American 
Express  accepted. 

»»  Please  add  $5.00  postage  on  all 
orders  under  $500.00. 

■»  For  overnight  delivery  via  Federal 
Express,  order  before  1  p.m.  Eastern 
time.  Free  on  orders  of  $500  or  more; 
$10  on  orders  under  $500. 


As  hard  as  we  try  to  make  sure  that  no  er¬ 
rors  occur  in  this  newspaper,  sometimes  things 
can  slip  by.  We  are  not  responsible  for  any  ty¬ 
pographical  errors  in  prices  or  otherwise. 


this  grade . 2,350 

1873  Open  3.  M662  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1876S  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  hints  of 

pink  iridescence . 595 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  combination 

of  high  grade  and  visual  beauty . 1,095 

1882  MS62  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 1,395 

1887  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1889  MS63  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a 

whisper  of  olive  iridescence . 1,150 

1896  MS63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  1,450 
1900  Proof-58  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  wisps 
of  fiery  orange  at  the  obverse  rim.  The  devices 
are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  glittering 


mirrors . 2,195 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS) . 850 

1903  MS64  (PCGS) . 1,395 

1905  MS63.  Brilliant . 950 

1905  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 205 

1906  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 950 

1906  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 195 

1907  MS63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

Gem  1909  Quarter  Eagle 
1909  MS65  (PCGS).  A  gem  example . 4,495 

1909  M662  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1910  MS62  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 325 

1910  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 195 

1911  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 


Gem  191 1-D  $2.50  Rarity 
191 1-D  MS64  (NGQ.  A  beautiful,  brillicint  gem  speci¬ 
men,  lustrous  and  frosty,  of  the  rarest  and  most 
desired  issue  in  the  Indian  quarter  eagle  series. 
Mintmark  very  bold  (worth  noting,  as  some  of  this 


issue  have  the  mintmark  wetik) . 10,950 

Key  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 

191 1-D  MS62  (NGQ.  Sharp  mintmark . 3,350 

191 1-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces . 1,595 

191 1-D  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1912  AU-58.  Brilliant . 225 

1912  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1913  MS-60.  Brilliant . 285 

1914  MS62  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1914  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 365 

1915  MS-61.(PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1925-D  MS62  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 315 

1925-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 249 

1926  MS^4  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1926  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1926  MS62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 790 

1927  MS-62  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 315 

1928  MS63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Mostly 

brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 875 

1928  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1928  AU-58.  Brilliant . 205 

1929  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1929  MS61.  Brilliant . 295 

1929  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


1929  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1929  MS61.  Brilliant . 295 

1929  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


$3  GOLD 


1878  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Ideal  for  a 
type  set . 1,895 


HALF  EAGLES 


Mint  State  1812  $5 

1812  Breen-lb,  Rarlty-3  to  4.  MS62  (NGQ.  Brilliant 

and  lustrous.  A  very  nice  example . 7,900 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  AU-53 

(PCGS) . 925 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  No  Motto.  EF-45 

(ANACS) . 475 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  EF-45 

(PCGS) .  475 

1836  Breen-6509.  AU-50 .  850 

1838  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of 

the  origincil  mint  lustre  still  surviving . 925 

Seldom  Seen  1840-C  $5 
1840-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades.  2,950 
18450  EF-45  (NGQ.  Scarce  at  this  grade  level.  1,450 

1847  Breen-6570.  Doubled  7.  AU-55 .  995 

1850  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  An 

exceptional  specimen . 1,995 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 


- HAWAIIAN  COINS - 

at  20%  Off 

1837  cent.  MS-60  BN.  Rich,  lustrous  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest  Hawaiian  cents  you'll  ever 
have  the  chance  to  buy.  Was . $1,675  Now . $1,340 

Gem  1883  Hawaii  Dime 

1883  10<.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  a  denomi¬ 
nation  that  is  usually  seen  in  lower  grades.  Was . $3,900  Now . $3,120 

1883  lOe  AU-50.  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces.  Original  lustre  in  protected  areas.  Higher 


quality  than  usually  seen.  Was . 

. $495 

Now . 

. $395 

1883  10«  EF-40  (PCGS).  Was . 

. $235 

Now . 

. $185 

1883  25c  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  Was . 

. $425 

Now _ 

. $340 

1883  25c  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Was . 

. $425 

Now . . 

. . $340 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in  pro¬ 


tected  cueas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 

1881  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1881-S  MS^4  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 2,250 

Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 

1886-S  MS^4  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 2,850 

Lustrous  1891-CC  $5 

1891- CC  MS63  (NGQ.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  2,600 

1892- S  MS61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in  Mint 

State . 1,095 

18930  MS60  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 1,495 

1895  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice . 2,850 

1908  Uberty.  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,150 

1909-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . 295 

Lustrous  1909-0  Half  Eagle 
1909-0  AU-58  (NGQ.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  3,895 

191 1- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1912- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1913S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarcer  issue.  675 

1914  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous . 1,950 

1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1915  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1916-S  MS-60  (NGQ.  Lightly  toned . 625 


$10  GOLD  EAGLES 


18424)  EF-45 .  995 

18430  EF45  (ANACS).  Olive-gold  toning . 495 

1881- CC  EF-45  (NGQ . 725 

1882- CC  EF45  (PCGS) . . 1,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1884-CC  EF-45  (NGQ . 1,495 

1891-CC  AU-50  (NGQ . 495 

1893CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 895 

1901  M363  (PCGS) . 850 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 
1903  MS64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  specimen.3,895 

19030  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1903S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1903S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

Delightful  1908-D  No  Motto  Rarity 

1908- D  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS63  (PCGS).Attractive 

light  orange-gold  toning . 7,495 

1909- D  M361  (PCGS) . 995 

1913D  MS62  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 595 

1913S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  ...  579 

1912S  MS62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1913  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 485 

1915  AU-58  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 485 

1916-S  MS62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,525 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lustrous  and  very 

beautiful.  Far  nicer  than  usually  seen . 1,900 


1932  MS63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  readily  collect¬ 
ible  issue  of  the  denomination . 850 


$20  DOUBLE  EAGLES 


1861-S  EF-45 .  725 

1863S  EF45 . 725 

18744:C  AU-50 .  995 

1874-S  AU-55 . 675 

1877-S  AU-55 . 625 

1891-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  675 

1894-S  AU-50 . 625 

1896  MS63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 715 

1902  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1905  $20  Rarity 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and  lus¬ 
trous.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this 
important  date,  one  of  the  most  elusive  of  all 
double  eagles  minted  during  the  final  decade  of 
the  Liberty  Head  design.  Low  mintage  of  just 

59,011  pieces . 5,495 

Gem  1907  Arabic  Date  $20 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  3,495 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-64 

(NGC).  A  bigh-grade  specimen  that  will  please 
the  connoisseur.  Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1,550 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-62.  Brillicmt.  Popular  two-yetu" 

design  type . 715 

1909/8  MS61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

Notable  Mint  State  1909  $20 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Difficult  to  find  in 

choice  Mint  State,  and  a  notable  offering  as  such. 
Lustrous  cuid  very  beautiful . 3,450 

1910-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1912  M363  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1913  MS63  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 1,825 

1913D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1914-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 895 

1913S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 

Gem  1922-S  $20  Rarity 

1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  till  grades, 
particularly  so  at  the  lofty  level  here  offered.  This 
coin  is  em  ideal  buy  for  the  connoisseur.  Not  of¬ 
ten  do  we  have  such  a  beauty  to  offer! ....  4,850 
Key  1924-S  Double  Eagle 

1924-S  MS63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  On  any  list,  the  1924 
S  is  one  of  the  key  issues  in  m  era  in  which  most 
mintmarked  double  eagles  are  rarities.  This  coin 
is  lustrous  and  frosty  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  we 
have  ever  offered  in  these  pages.  If  you  are 
secu-ching  for  quality  and  rarity  combined,  this 


coin  is  for  you! . 4,950 

1927  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,250 


How 

To 

Order 


^  By  Nail:  Bowers  and  Merena  I 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

^  By  Telephone:  Toll  free  (800)  222-5993  - 
(In  New  Hampshire  569-5095) 

By  Fax:  (603)  569-5319  I 


KEEP 

The  Coin 


Do  you  want  to  receive  the  next 
issue  of  The  Coin  Collector?  If 
the  answer  is  YES,  simply  do  one 
of  the  following: 

□  Order  $25  or  more  worth  of  items 
from  this  issue,  and  the  next  few 
issues  will  come  your  way.  (If  you 
have  already  ordered  from  any  of 
the  four  previous  issues,  you  will 
automatically  receive  copies.) 

□  Send  $29  for  a  full  year’s  sub- 


Collector 

COMING! 

scription  to  The  Coin  Collector  AM) 
the  Rare  Coin  Review,  America’s 
leading  rare  coin  magazine  (six  is¬ 
sues,  list  price  $10  each).  A  value  of 
over  $90. 

□  Send  $95  for  a  full  year’s  sub¬ 
scription  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
publications  including  The  Coin 
Collector,  the  Rare  Coin  Review, 
and  five  of  our  Grand  Format  ”  coin 
auction  catalogues,  a  value  of  over 
$200  if  purchased  separately! 


Yes!  — 

O  Please  send  The  Coin  Collector  as 
well  as  the  Rare  Coin  RedeuK  ($29) 

□  Please  send  a  full  subscription.  ($95) 


Name 

Address 

City  State  Zip 

Return  to: 

Bowen  and  Merena  Publications 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
I’ve  enclosed  my  □  Check  □  Money 
Order  or  charge  to  my  (check  one) 

□  Visa  □  MC  □  AmEx 


Credit  Card  Number  Exp.  Date 


